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Foreword

Praisebeto our AlImighty Lord God.

Purushottam Chowdhary, theBard, Poet, Lyricist, Writer, Catechist, Pastor
and Evangdig, isafamiliar namefor most of the Telugu speeking Chrigtians
al over theworld sncehisK eertanduaresunginal established Churches.
Heisknown as“ AndhraKraistavaKavi Sarvabhoumudu” (Emperor of
Telugu Christian Literature) and “ AndhraKra stavaK avita Pitamahudu”
(Father of Telugu Christian Poetry).

Severa writersand historians, both Indian and English, havewrittenthe
life histories of some Indian Christian servantsof God. But almost al of
themwereignorant of thisfamed Telugu Christian servants of God. So,
many of the historians/readers are not aware of the works of the poet.
Thismay be becausethispoet’slife history waswrittenin Telugu by his
grandson, Babu John Chowdhary and was published in the year 1902.
Thisbook isavailableinthearchivesof theBritish Library in London.

This 1902 edition wasrevised by the author and was published in 1933,
the Centenary Year of the Poet’ sbaptism. Thisrevised versonwasreprinted
severa times, and thelatest was published in 2015 by my cousin James
Jayashedl Chowdhary. Earlier he haspublished al theworksof the poet-
writer in two volumes on the event of Bi-centenary celebrations of the
poet in 2003-04.

Inthelight of theforegoing brief content about the poet, | have venturedto
get thelifehistory of the poet-writer trand ated and published in English
which could enablethe historians and readersto know about the poet and
hisserviceto God facing many oddsand hostileeventsin hislife.



| expressmy sincere gratitude to Bro Job Sudarshan and hisassociates
Mr EliaTadikonda, Mr Praveen Dasari and Mr Prabhat Kumar Kaki, for
their excellent trand ation and my heart-felt thanksto al thosewho have
cooperated in publishing thiswork.

Withmy loving gregtingsandto al readers.

Dr. Sudhansu Kumar Chowdhary, M.B.B.S
President

Prasanna Memoria Baptist Church trust
Jeypore, Orissa



Introduction

By Sri Sri Ragjah M. Bhujanga Rao Bahadur, F. A. U
Zamindar of Lakkavaram, Vella, etc., Estates.

(Ashtavadhani?, author of a 100 Telugu works, Obtainer of Royal
appreciation and acertificate of merit from the Government and aGold
medd for trandating the New Testament into Telugu verse).

| read dmost al theworks of Rev Purushotham Chowdhary. Heisatrue
Christian of the highest order. The very fact that almost all the different
Denominationa Churchesof AndhraDesaadopted many of hisdevotiona
songsinther worship, isaclear proof of hisgreat merit and non- sectarian
Chrigtian spirit. In Telugu, he proved himsalf apoet of the classical order.
Hisversesarelucid and run likeanatural flow onan ebbing river. Heis
ableto expresshisthoughtsvery clearly and no where can wefind him
blinking to find asuitableword, or phraseto express hisinner thoughts.
Hehasdoneagresat serviceto the Christian community and to the Telugu
publicat large, and | am surehisnamewill last inthiscountry aslong asthe
Telugu people exist. It's the duty of every Andhrite to join hands in
commemorating hisnameto perpetuity.

Thework Mr. John Chowdhary, hisgrandson, enlightening thearistocracy
of Indiawith Chrigtian principles, iswell knowntodl thegenerd public, as
the Founder and Honorary Secretary of the Mission to theAristocracy of
India. It isquitefitting that this God loving grandson should take up to
writeand producethelife of so great agrandfather whose nameiswell
knowntodl theTelugu Chrigtian public. | sncerely wishthat the publication
of thework provesagreat success. | aso pray that the Lord would spare
Mr. John Chowdhary, for many yearsto come to serve the Lord Jesus
Christ and hisCountrymen.

Ellore 2.2.1935 S/d Rajah M. Bhujanga Rao



1. A scholar who faces 8 learned men and women, answering their
questions about descriptions, teasers, speaking out poems line
after line, answering unconnected witty speech, a total of 8 highly
complicated procedures, over a period of a few hours extempore.
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A sketch of the
late Rev Purushotham Chowdhary

Thelate Rev Purushotham Chowdhary who was aminister of the
gospel for 55 yearsboth in AndhraDesaand Orissa, wasbornin 1803.
Hewasbornwithaslver spoonin hismouth, in Madanapur of Parlakimidi
taluk, Ganjam. Hisancestors migrated there from Midnapore district of
West Benga and some worked as Court Poets, Revenue Officers or
Mirasidarsof Tembur mutaunder thethen Rajah’sof Parlakimidi. They
bel onged to the gotraBhardwaja, Angeerasa, and Barhaspatyaof Hindu
Rishisof Gowda! Brahman sect, known as Sistas or orthodox people.

Purushotham Chowdhary was apoet in Andhralanguage and was
conversant with Oriya, Bengali, Hindustani. Very early inlifehestudied
Vedantaliterature?, denounced caste system and decided to become a
naked sadhu (Avadhoota).

But God wanted himfor thefurtheranceof Hiskingdom.In1825he
found a Christian tract probably one from Carey’s press at Serampore
(Si Rama Puram) and made apersistent search after that religion. Mrs
Helen Knott of Srikakulam Regiment, gave him acopy of thegospd of St
Lukewhen hevisited her in 1833.

Hefound Christ more fully thereby and was introduced to Major
Brett, the Commanding Officer at Vishakhapatnam, the samemonth. He
gave Purushotham a copy of the New Testament, which he read with
great pleasure, and against thewishes of hisreativeshe decided to become
aChristian. Hiswife RadhaMani Devi Chaudharani gave her consent to
follow himafter sometime.

In those early days, there were no Missionaries between Madras
and Cuttack. Ontheinvitation of Rev CharlesLacey of Cuttack Orissa
Baptist Miss on Purushotham Chowdhary decided totravel the 300-miles
and removed his sacred thread on the 10th June 1833 and gave it to
Major Brett. He travelled about 20 days and reached Cuttack and was
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baptized by Rev CharlesLacey on the 6th October 1833, inthe big tank
cdled GongaMondir in Cuttack. He composed here hisfirst Telugu hymn.

After staying therefor sometime, hewent back to Vishakhapatnam,
preaching the gospd at Puri and other Oriyacentres, along thegrand trunk
road. Hewasmet with bitter persecution while preaching the gospd and
bore patiently. In 1834 he went to Madras, 500 mileswith Major Brett,
and preached the gospel there amidst great persecution.

Hedsotravelledfromthereto Bellary over 400 milesand wasthere
for sometimewith Rev John Reid of London Missionary Society (LMS).
Towards the end of that year, he travelled over land from Bellary to
Parlakimidi, nearly 1000 miles, preaching thegospel inall thetownsand
villages on the roadside, which were not then visited by any Christian
Missionary or Preacher.

Onhisreturn, hewasthe guest of Captain Richard for eight months
at Vishakhapatnam. In 1835, when Rev J. W. Gordon of LMS came
thereasMissionary, he helped himin preaching the gospel. Hisrelatives
treated him badly, but hewasfirmin faith. In 1836 hiswife and little
daughter Shanti Kumari Chowdhary (who afterwards becamethewife of
thelate Ghonoshyam of Cuttack), followed himto Cuttack, where Mrs.
Chowdhary was baptized on 3rd April 1836, by Rev A. Sutton.

Babu Purushotham Chowdhary was ordained on 24th April 1836in
Cuttack and was sent to Berhampur to start missionary work there. In
1836, hewasinvited by Jugtice E. Story of Srikakulam, to start missionary
work there. And while hewasworking there accordingly, Rev S. S. Day
of theAmerican Baptist Mission arrived, towhom Purushotham wasthe
first assistant. He returned to Berhampur in 1837 and worked therefor 7
yearsand worked therewith Rev. 1saac Stubbins.

Hehad agrevioustemptation therebut overcameit. Hethen composed
hymnsand poetry with great contrition of heart. Hewasinvited back to
AndhraPradesh where helived from 1845 to 1870.

His Children were employed and married at Cuttack.
10



Rev Purushotham Chowdhary travelled thousandsof milesduring
those 27 yearsup totheend of Godavari district and preached the gospel .
Many became believers of Christian faith in those years and he wrote
several hymnsand poetical worksin Andhralanguage by which he had
been known asthe“Immortal Purushotham Chowdhary” and amemoria
hall wasbuilt at Parlakimidi to perpetuate hismemory.

He was Pastor of Orissa Baptist churches both at Berhampur and
Cuttack, and hissermonsin Oriyaand Telugu aswell astheearliest tracts
and the new Testament he was given 100 years ago, have been till
preserved.

Hetravelledlong distancesin Orissad 0, ashehad severd relatives
all over there. Hewascalled to rest on the 24th August 1890 at Cuttack.
A completelifeof thepoet isbeing prepared in English aso.

New Orissa
16-12-34

1. Bengali.

2. Sacred Hindu Religious literature found at the end of each of the
four Vedas, otherwise known as Upanishads.
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Preface

My heavenly father whoisrichinall glory and mercy, according to
hisexalted will, chose our humble Chowdhary family and gave themeans
of incorruptible salvation and heavenly dwelling to our ancestors, who
strived to attain spiritual bliss by means of man-made ceremonial
traditionalism and beliefs. He counted them worthy of the blessed and
admirable state through faith in the propitiatory work of Jesus Christ. |
have described briefly in this book, how God was pleased to bestow
salvationto our ancestorsin those dark and ignorant days.

Citing superiority of Clan, Gotrat, Sutra?, Pravara®, Veda*and other
causesof pride, aman possessed strong viewsin hisown undisputed pre-
eminence. Thisstory isabout how thelight of Christ molded himintoa
worthy devotee, duetothegloriouslight hereceived. | heard thebiography
of my grandfather through my dear father in my childhood. Desiringto
writethedetailed story, | came acrossthe condensed biography written
by LM Smissionary, Edward P. Rice, and was greatly encouraged.

When | cameto Kakinadain 1900, | collected moreinstrumentsand
autobiographica details, brought from Cuttack by late Rev Jonathan Birder,
thegrandson on Purushotham Chowdhary. In 1901, | could finishasort of
Biography and got 300 copies printed in Methodist Pressin Madras.

However, some pet names of the family memberswere printedin
thisaccount, and therewereafew other mistakes. Duetothis, our relatives
in Cuttack did not completely approveof thisverson. | hadtotravel thrice
to Cuttack, and Berhampur, onceto Nellore, nearly threethousand miles
to gather moreinformeation and to get thebiography writtenin English.

| pleaded with God congtantly, for the success of thisendeavor. During
thetimeof Rev Hovel in Cuttack, | found animportant instrument inthe
Missionlibrary. | examined al therecordsof Purushotham, and acquired
someessential itemsfrom my auntie MarthaBurder. | obtained another
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item from Mr Antarvedi’ srecordsfrom late R. Paramjyothi in Nellore.
Oriyaand Bengali people do not have surnames. Our poet was called
Chowdhary Purushotham in those lands. Thisis not according to the
tradition onthe Bengalis. Hence on therequest of thefamily, name of the
poet ismentioned as* Purushotham Chowdhary” in thisbook. We do not
have any relationwith the‘ Kamma Chowdharysof Godavari area.

Sinceapart of thishistory wasready two yearsago, if any detail is
mentioned timeand again | cravethe pardon of thereaders. Adheringto
the Hindu doctrines and tenetsfor sometime, Purushotham Chowdhary
turned to Vedic contempl ation, woreloin cloth, became an ascetic, and
followed theextremeform of SaivePrituals.

Heroamed buria grounds, cavesand other lonely places, practiced
Yoga, seeking to attain peace of mind. With no Missonariesor evangdists
available, Purushotham had avision of thedivinelight of thegreat Guru®.
Herenounced everything and theway inwhich hecould find the* choicest
pearl” andthe*buried treasure’ istruly amazing. Rev Archibald, thethen
Missionary in Srikakulam, wrotethisto encourage mein thisendeavor:

| highly appreciatewhat you aretrying to do, to perpetuatetheinfluence
for good of such godly men as Purushotham, Jagannatham and Antarvedy.
Inthisgood work, wewill help you with our prayersand by the purchase
of your bookswhen published (2nd August 1902).

This fired my enthusiasm, and | took pains to write and publish
biographiesof thosemen of God. | heard that aportrait of Purushothamin
hisold ageiswith Mr Dessa, aMissionary in Calcutta. It seemssomeone
murdered him thusmaking it impossiblefor meto obtain the picture. After
many prayers, | wroteto MrsDessain Ongole, thus paving theway for
this portrait to reach Cuttack from Calcutta. My brother Babu Daniel
Chowdhary (Senior) sentitinmy name. MessersWhed and Cline, portrait
paintersin Madrascarefully took areplicaof thispictureand sentittome.
| got the picture of Purushotham with the head gear from Madabathula
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Brahmagji. | thank God for it. When the Andhra Christian Mahasabha
decided to celebrate the birth centenary of the poet whose devotional
hymnsthe Telugu Church had been using in worship, | have decided to
publish anillustrated memoria biography.

In addition to this, much expenditure wasincurred to enlarge the
portrait, publish unpublished manuscripts, reprint “NistaraRatnakaram,”
“Kreestu Paratatvamu and Idol making,” to collect pictures, to pay the
writersand proof readersof thebiography, and other items. Whilel was
praying for God'shelp | wascomforted by the adviceand hel p of my dear
friend Junior J. P. Kotilingam.

| am thankful to thefollowing peoplewho contributed towardsthe
printing of the hymns and prose of Purushotham Chowdhary, on this
occasion-
(Someof the contributionsare shownin rupees, annas (16 annasper rupee,
and paisa)
Rev F. C. Sackett, Methodist Mission. Rs50
Dr. Dhanarg) Chowdhary, Cuttack. Rs5
Ms. Dessa, Ongole. Rs5
Srikakulam Baptist Church. Rs5
Rev E. B. Bromly, Koyyaagudem. Rs.2
SrK. G Paul. Rs5
Rev M. NarayanaRao. Rs 1
Dr Dayanidhi Patro, Amudalavalasa. Rs5
Rev B. Subba Rayudu. Rs 1-9-00
Rev T. B. Joseph, T. B. Church, Rangoon. Rs6
Ms. M. E. Archibald. Rs5
G John, Kakinada. Rs. 0-8
M. Nagabhushanam, Vishakhapatnam. Rs 3-2-00
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Dr Satyanandam Jacob, Anakapalli. Rs1-9-0

L. C. Horwill, Esg. ICSDistrict Judge, Ganjam. Rs12-8-00
OngoleBaptist Church. Rs2

Vishakhapatnam Baptist Church. Rs5

Narisipatnam Baptist Church. Rs3-2-00

Rev J.B. McLaurin. Rs5

D. Samuel, Tekkali. Rs1-9-0

P Prakasam. Hasannabad. Rs 1

G Paramanandam, Secretary, Dondapadu Baptist Church. Rs 6-4-00
Gooti London Mission. Rs20

Chalapdli ChinnaAdesiah, Chalapdli Jangaiah. Rs5
MrsPrasadaRao. Rs 1

Mr and MrsT. Purushotham. Rs4

V. Ch. John. Peddapuram. Rs 1

Sri T. K. Mohanthy, Vishakhapatnam. Rs5

Vizianagaram Baptist Church. Rs3-6-00

L utheran Church, Guntur. Rs10

Chrigtian Churchin Kakinada.

Inthe Centenary meeting led by A. T. Palmer inthe Christian Church
on 16th December 1934 in Kakinada, Rs 27-0-6 were collected and
donated by Rev L. E. Milton, Divan Bahaddar Sir Dr. R. VenkataRathnam
Naidu, College Principa P. RamaSwami, Ms. S. |. Hutch and others. The
Christian Mahasabhamet in 1934 in Vizianagaram, and promised to send
25 rupeesfromtheir areafor the success of the Centenary celebrations. It
was suggested that all hisbooksbeincluded in the biography, but it was
not possible due to paucity of funds. Moreover, afew popular hymns
written by the poet, could not beincluded.

| praise God for our family hasgot thelegacy of these hymns, poems
and prosefrom our grandfather. A poet ismore preciousthan aking.
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After abrief break, Mr. P. Seshagiri Rao Pantulu, Proprietor of George
Presstook up thetask and finished printing with great responsibility. |
thank himand hisstaff.

| anindebtedtotheRgjah of Lakkavaram EllaEstatesand District
Educational Officer Sri Rgjah Mantripragada Bhujanga Rao, Zamindar
and the dignitarieswho sent their opinions, Sri Sri JayapuraMahargjah,
and Canon DhannavadaA nantham.

| dedicate thisbook to the service of God.

Kakinada John Chowdhary
25-1- 1935

1. Progeny of an ancient Sage belonging to the Gotrabearing hisname.

2. A sutraisaSanskrit word that means* string, thread” worn by
“twice-born” high caste Hindu.

3. InBrahminHindu culture, aPravara(Sanskrit for “most excellent”) isa
Brahmin’sdescent from asagewho belonged to their gotra(clan).

4. VVedasarethe primary Holy textsof Hinduism.
5. Cult of Hindu God Shivainvolving secret chantsand mystic practices.
6. Teacher

16



¥SS1IQ Ul A1 SILBpURosa( |V S Aeypmoy)d weousnind
yb11uz ur AydeiBoig s jeod paustiand “(€) ‘STOg ut Aoy 8411 s jeod peiundsy ‘70-g00g Ul 1od Jo syiom pausiiand (¢) “AydesBoig s.Bod Jo Jouyiny (T)

INIGNINY
INITYNIZIN
YNAWVS NNIA INCYMNW YNNAYT
NINSYT nave INCOH0S IVEVLINYS
0N YHXTNS INTYN ~ VaYNvAD  L3dVOdVA INVIAVEYS VAVANYIN
ANNY  NITVSOY VAV VTIOWWY INIWQW  VOYNNY  INYINYTVE HVYINNTISTS VAINNY
S¥3LHONVA
NITANYEA NINAYINIE YNNIV AINYIS
YYINNY NYITTIM AVSVAIdAIAUNHLIAY HINVSYVAd
INVSYd NYENVHYIHANS Hd3SOr  CWNAd VWM HINYSYE] () T33SVAVE STNVE TENNYS
VAN NYENYH LENYY  MVIANMLISY  NOLVMANNHOC [vdrodvs UYINNY TYWSINNHOC  svaagaaiava (€)NSNvHansia SNOS
OldIavEd WvdMIgdld  NYCNvdLey dYANALIHONW TAINVA (YH0rNEE ¥YINNY TISNS dYIYdNEY TBNINYS  dVINNY INGdd HYINNYMIHLNYS TINNYS MSNVYINIH
VYANVHD dVYANM L96T-906T
WYLLOHSNAYA AIAYA ~1VWIg LIV TINWYS CYHYNYHA CvdnHaang OVAVAVE  NVHOWWYY WVLLOHSNHN  dYINNN YNNVSVid
_ _ _ _ J _ _
_ (EpoeguIpeEs)
13INVd NHOr %gzépwﬂwm@ﬂ OVl G@Q.m@_ﬁ_u_zé szwq sanve
_ _ E:@Q_nmm_.sé v98T-2-TT pasndeq
9/8T-728T
awmﬁ.omwd_ TANNYS @Bﬁovﬁ_v diAva H0D <z<>§_<z VALIGY Egmﬁéig %s_/‘_xmw E%%_B w0
I I
(068T-£08T) WYLLOHSNAINd Gowﬂ-mm:vzkzﬂqz vove
_.E\z__qs_m:v_
rvdiHaang

/T HVHAVONYO

AD01VINID AHVHAMOHD




Poet
Rev. Purushotham Chowdhary

LifeSory and HisMessage

(Centenary Memorial Edition)
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Chapter 1

A family called and immersed in God’s service; aroya household
devoid of theflameof Truth and holding aposition of authority.

...look unto the rock from where you are hewn. 1sa 51:1

Details of the Sojourn

India, aland decked with pricelessgems, richesof grainand wedlth,
brimmingwith preciousmetalslikegold and siver; Sndhu, Ganga, Yamuna,
Gautami, riversand streamsthat descend from thelofty mountain s opes;
Merchant shipsladenwith preciousmerchandise; Gorgeousforeststeeming
with peacocks, parrotsand cuckoosand their little onesresounding with
their mellifluous songs; L ush and vast grasslandsradiant with bountiful
herdsof cattle; Ponds brimming with shoals of fish, turtles, and swans,
Opulent orchardsand greenfarmlandswei ghed down with munificent fruits
and crops, waving merrily in the gentle breeze; Bedecked with ariot of
colourful flowers, intoned and extolled asthe queen of nationsby myriad
pOets.

I nnumerabl e nations had an eye on thisprosperousland, at the same
timeinfighting among its sonswas a so widespread. Sen dynasty ruled the
Gowda' land inthoseancient days.

When the peoplewere scattered in theface of theinvading Mughals,
the ancestors of our hero resided in Mithunapura? district in Bengal for
sometimeand later migrated to Kainga, themodern Utkal (Orissa) Desa.
In Muthunapuradistrict Bengali, Oriyaand Hindustani languageswere
spoken. Thethen state of Kalinga had Mukhalingaand later Parlakimidi
onthebanksof Vamsadharariver asitscapita cities.

Thekingdom wasruled by Gangavarapu Dev dynasty.
Parlakimidi Dynasty

Just asthe Egyptian Pharosto M osesand Joseph, King Artaxerxes
to Nehemiah, and the Babylonian Kingsto Dani€l, the Rgjahs of Ganga

dynasty were supportersof the Chowdhary’s. For thisreason, weneed to
know briefly thehistory of that royal line.
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According to higtory, aking by name Gangeyaestablished akingdom
inthewest, with Kolhapur asitscapital. A king in that dynasty Kamara
NavaDevasent out aGenera for conquest. He entered MahendraDesa,
defeated thelocal ruler Bal Adityaand constructed KalingaNagar, also
known as M ukhdingaon the banksof river Vamsadharain the 8th century.
TheKingsof Gangadynasty ruled therefor 3 centuries. RgjendraChoda
GangaDev, aking of that dynasty, went downto Godavary areainto the
ChodaDesaand defeated Vimaladityain 1075°.

Hisson AnanthaVarmaChodaGangaDev conquered Utkal landin
the 11th century. In the 12th century, KapilendraDev marched against
Parlakimidi and dueto arebellionin Orissa, returned to KalingaNagar. A
history book written in Oriyaabout thisclan waswith our family for along
time. When we presented it to Sri Parlakimidi Rajah Sahib, hewasvery
pleased. We are not particularly concerned with theKingsthat ruled since
then.

During the 12th century, many from Bengal and Orissamigrated to
Parlakimidi area. During the 15th century, these Ggjapati kingsconquered
thestretch of land between Mahanadi and Godavary. Thisisindicatedin
Indian Imperial Gazette. Then Pratap RudraDev ascended the throne.

Chowdhary Clan

We do not know when the Chowdhary clan joined theroyal court of
the Parlakimidi rulers. However, for many years, they had beeninthe
serviceof these Zamindars. Thenorthern Circarswere under therule of
theMughasfor sometime.

My father told usthat there was atime when many villages were
under theadministration of Chowdhary’sand they, just likethe present-
day Collectors, collected tax on behalf of the government. Inreturnthey
weregivenlandsand acted asMirasidars.

Chowdhary isnot asurname. Bengalis, and peopleof Orissado not
havethiskind of names. The Bengalissay that the name Chowdhary isa
derivativeterm from “ Chaturdhary,” and it isatitlefor those that have
dominion over four provincesor villages. Just like* Chattopadhyay” the
name Chowdhary isalso atitlefor those that acquired mastery over the
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four Vedas. Thiswasexplained by Rev. AnamaChandraPatro who wrote
Chowdhary Purushotham’shiography in Oriyalanguage.

When the Northern Circarswere under the Muslim war lords, they
gave sometitlessuch as* Mazumdar’ to afew working under them. Inthe
18th century, when the Northern Circars were handed back to the East
IndiaCompany, thoseland holdingsremained under the Zamindars. In
1726 when Anwar Uddin Khanwas* Fouz Dar” of Srikakulam, Buddhi
Raju Chowdhary was hiscontemporary*.

Buddhi Rgju Gangadhara Chowdhary, and Kurmanatha Chowdhary,
Purushotham Chowdhary’ sgrandfather and father respecively, werein
theroya court of Parlakimidi rulers.

Thefamily memberschanted Vedasand served ascourt poets. They
were Mirasidars of many villages in the twelve clusters of Tembur,
surrounded by Asura Sagara nearly 18 miles from Parlakimidi. They
collected taxes, and enjoyed the lands given to them. They made
Madanapuram the headquarters of their activities, regularly visiting
Parlakimidi, also known as ‘Pravalakamundi’ and attended to their
respongbilities.

Asperthe' Sishta tradition thesefamilieschant their ‘ Pravara ®as
under.

“ Bharadwajanam, Angirasa, Barhaspatya, Bharadwajetitrarsheya,
Pravaranvita, Bharadwaja gotra, Samaveda Sakhadhyayi, Katyayana
Sutra, Purushothama Chaudharee Abhivadaye!”

And in the family, Brahmanic rituals such as Pumsavanamus,
Seemanthamu’, Jatakarmag, Namakaranamu?® , Vahir Nishkramanamu?®,
Anna Prasanamu® , Chowlamu®?, Upanayanamu®® Vedarambhamu'*,
Samavarthanamuwerefollowed with greet fervor, .

From that time, since the court proceedings were donein Telugu
languagein Parlakimidi, thefamily waswedl versedwith Telugu, and Oriya
whichisequivaent to Bengdli. Bangla, whichtheir ancestorsspoketook a
back seat. Someinthefamily adopted “Vydika’ profession (performing
Puja, and other Brahmanrituas), otherswereinvolvedin‘Niyogi’ caling
(looking after thevillagerecordsand writing of legal documents). For this
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reason, although not everyone was adept at “ Purana K alakshepamu”
(Ballad singing), some certainly took it up as a profession, and some
employed themsalvesinwriting theancient Hindu sacred writingson Pam
leavesand earned handsomely.

TheParlakimidi royd family wasusually affected by infightingsand
intrigues. Sri Rajah Jagannatha Gajapati Dev, brother of Sri Ragjah
Gajapathi Dev, wastemporarily entrusted with the administration by the
East IndiaCompany.

But when they removed himin 1780, he colluded with the Bisoi, a
fiercetribe, and started arebellion. On 13th April 1799, Col. Fathering
set out to Parlakimidi with a force numbering 5000 to put down the
rebel lion. Rg ah Purushotham Dev and hisuncle DugaRguremained loya
totheBritish.

Contemporaries

Atthedeath of Sri Rgah Ggapati Dev, hisson Sri Rgjah Purushotham
Dev becametheking, but died after 3 yearson October 29th 1805. His
one-year old son Sri Jagannath Gajapati Narayana Dev ascended the
throne. Hewas oneyear younger to our Purushotham.

S DugaRguwasinloco parentisand looked after theadministration
of theestate.

Itwasaregular practiceof KurmaNath Chowdhary totake histwo
sons, Jagannath Chowdhary and Purushotham Chowdhary into theroyal
presence, and their scholarly skillsweretested. Sri DugaRaju managed
theZamindari until 1813 smoothly, and lft for Banarasthat year and died
withinashort timethere.

Hisson Rgjah PadmanabhaDev wasthe steward of Parlakimidi until
1832. It was during thistime Purushotham had maintained closerelations
withtheroyal court.

1. Bengal.
2. Present day Midnapur in west Bengal.
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Encyclopedia. Madras Presidency & ¢ 1920-21.

In 1789 Si Rajah Gajapati Dev was Zamindar of Parlakimidi.
(Russel’s Report No XXIV Vol 1. Page 3).

Genealogy of a Sage or patron saint. Pravara containsthelineage
of the sage to which he belongs, and the sutra which he follows.
Whenever he meetswith elders he hasto close both his ears, bow
down fromthe hip level and the Pravara chanting should be stated
to the person whom he offers his “ Namaskaram” (obeisance).

After the conception was ascertained, the child in the womb was
consecrated by the ceremony named “ Pumsavana. Pumsavana
was generally under stood as“ that rite through which a male child
was produced.” Vedic hymns recited on this occasion mention
Puman or Putra (a male) and favor the birth of a son.

Ceremony performed for the expecting mother usually inthe sixth
month of pregnancy. Literal meaning of Srimanthamis*® parting
of the hair” to assure safe delivery of the child. The parting of
the hair of the expectant mother is ceremoniously performed by
her husband. The proper time to perform this ceremony is the
fourth or fifth month of pregnancy. The elaborate ritual, involve
seating the pregnant woman on a chair or padded stool, facing
east. Then a specially prepared kurcha (dharba grass of three
strands gathered together), denoting prosperity and growth, are
moved over the parted hair of the pregnant woman by her
husband, starting from the fore head to the nape.

The ritual to be performed by the father for the new born.On
hearing the birth of a child, the father of the child hasto go to
tataka i.e. river/tank/well and have to jump into the same from
height with clothes adorned. After the bath, he has to perform
“hiranya” (giving money, rice, vegetables etc. as danam- alms)
to please the ancestors. Jaata karma is nothing but greeting
the ancestors of the clan and praying to them for upliftment.

Naming ceremony. Thisis to be done on 11th day or 29th day or
after that within one year. This ceremony is only to name the
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child according to vedic rites so that the same namewill bereferred
even after hisdeath in all ceremonies. During thistime if the
childisbornin starsthat will harmthe health of the child, Shanti
alsoisto be performed (appeasement). Naming isto be performed
by keeping ricein abig plate and threelinesareto bedrawninit,
the name is to be written by the father three times.

10. Normally when child is born, the child will not be brought out for

11

10 days from the room of birth. In olden days a separate room
was segregated for child birth in the house and that roomwill not
get either sun rays or other light energies other than the oil
lamps lit in the room. The main purpose is to avoid bacteria
from nature as well as the child isin the mother’s womb for nine
months without light and it should come to normal cy to accustom
with light of nature. Taking out of the new born from the roomon
thel12th day is called Nishkaramanam. During the thirdmonth,
the childisbrought to other areas of the house and early morning
sun light is subjected to the child’'s body. After one month, the
child is subjected to have moon rays also and after that the child
will be taken to the temple first before visiting other places.

Thisceremony isto be donein either the sixth or the eighth month
when the child is able to digest the hard items from liquid and
semi liquid items. The child should be made to consume curd,
honey and ghee mixture initially from the hand of the mother
only.

12. This ceremony is to be done at the commencement of the third or

13.

thefifth year. It involves shaving on all four sides of head leaving
a strand of hair at the back of the head. This he has to keep
throughout the lifetime.

Though we are born from mother 'swomb, thisis the second birth
to have Duality of birth. This ceremony is to be done after
completion of the seventh year, and should be performed before
attaining the age of 16. Upanayana means to take the person to
Guru (the teacher) to bestow Brahma Gyana (Divine Wisdom).
Thefirst part of the upanayana is adorning the boy with sacred
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thread called Yagyopaveetam. This should be worn from left
shoulder to navel. During thistime hislineage (i.e. Pravara) will
be introduced to him and the sutra to which he belongs.

14. On this day he has to offer puja to the ancient authors of Vedas.

15.

From that day, he has to learn the Vledas from a Guru.

This is the completion of the bachelor stage. To compete this, a
minimum of 12 years are to be spent in Gurukula (abode of the
teacher) for completion of his vedic education. After performing
thisceremony, heiseligiblefor “ gruhastasrama” i.e.to marry or
he can continue as bachelor, orbecome Sanyas (ascetic).

Initially, he has to offer “ Guru Dakshina” a gift or payment to
histeacher according to his status. Guru will never ask for any
Dakshina from his disciples. On completion of this ceremony, he
hasto pray to elders of hisfamily and friendsto choose a suitable
girl for himto marry.

<
<
o
o
<

25



Chapter 2

Birth, Education, “Upanayana’ (installation of the sacred thread and
initiationinto adult Hindu lifestyle), A pradakshanam, Marriage, Fanatica
interest in Hinduism, Failure of the attempt of pilgrimageto Kashi, Quest
for BrahmaGnana, Yoga practice, AvadhootaAshram, Devotiontowrong
Dharma, Dedication to fal seteachersand ministrationsto them.

Before | formed you in the womb, | knew you. Before you were
born, | set you apart. | appointed you as a prophet to the nations. Jer
1:5
Birth of the Poet

When Georgelll wasruling over England, our hero Purushotham
Chowdhary was born on 5 September 1803 in Madanapuram, Tembur
Mandal am, Ganjam district, as second son to Kurmanath Chowdhary and
SubhadraDevi Chaudhurani™.

The 21% day after the birth of achild wasconsidered auspiciousin
the household. Relativeswere called to “ Barasala?”, asumptuous meal
wasprepared, they named the child Purushothamandlaid himinthecradle.
“Sidhantis’ (learned Pundits) wrote his* Jatakam” (Horoscope) and took
away generous giftsfrom thefather. As per the pure Vydic practices of
Bengali and Utkal traditions, “Vahir Nishkramanam,” “ Annaprasanam,”
“Chowlam” (tonsuring the head, leaving asingletuft of hair at the back of
thechild’shead) were performed.

Onattaining 5 yearsof age, thecelebration of “Aksharabhyasam”
(initiationinto education) was conducted. The child wastaught Oriyaand
Telugu. Withintwo years, the child had shown proclivity for learning. He
learned many dokasfrom hisfather at home.

Inthe 7" year, “ Upanayanam” was held and according to the Gowda
Brahmanritual, sacred thread waslaid, declaring him aBrahminand the
“Gayatri mantra’ (ahighly-revered chant fromthe Rig Veda. Themantrais
animportant part of the upanayanaceremony for young maesin Hinduism)
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entrusted to him. It hasthefoll owing meaning- “ Personification of the* On
sound, Self-existing one, The Sorrow-less one, Omnipresent, Creator of
the Universe, who bestowsall riches, Worthy of compl ete acceptance,
TheHoly one, Giver of al comforts, may we beadorned with Hisimage;
May the Master of the universe, ignite our minds!”

Purushotham learned thismantraasatoddler and about the holiness
atributedtoit.

Passion for Education

Growing up, Purushotham learned not only the Puranasand Itihasas,
but also recited Vedas. He blossomed into asharp young lad, complete
withdl daily Hindu rituals. Bookswrittenin hishand writing are still with
thefamily. Hemeastered the Sanskrit AmaraK osa(Compendium of Sanskrit
etymology of words) and smilar manuasof Telugulanguage.

Whilethe children during winter play by thefireside, itissaid that
Purushotham used to be with hisbooks. In asingle winter, he finished
reading Bhagavathathrice. Hisfather being agrest scholar inMahabharata,
Ramayana and Bhagavatha, explained the meaning of these Hindu
scriptures, while Purushotham heard him with rapt attention and acquired
theskill himsdif.

Great Calamity Averted

During hisstudent days Purushotham oncewent toapondinavillage
caled’Kanige dongwithaDasari boy. Bothintended to swim acrossthe
pondto theother sde. Thecloth Purushothamtied to hiswaist got loosened
and twisted itsdlf to hislegs. Unableto swim, Purushotham drowned and
darted swallowing water, but managedto stand on histoesingreat distress.
Theother boy fledinfright. Incidentally two Tel agassaw the Purushotham's
face onthe surface of thewater, jumped in, and rescued him.

Oneday in hischildhood, Purushotham went to arelative's place.
Some peopleasked himto bringfireto light their cigars. Herushed to the
neighbor’shouse and asked alady of that Kapu household for fire, who
was pounding grain. The pestle dipped from her hand and hit him under
her right eye-brow making the blood flow. Peopl e started weeping and
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someburned cloth and applied it to thewound. Thisinjury pained himfor
alongtime. Hedid not lose hiseye at that time but 60 yearslater hiseye
sight went down muchin advance.

Another time, he suffered from fever for 3 months. Quacks who
believed that ‘ fasting isthe greatest medicine,” treated him and one night
when hewas panting with thirst, they refused to give him water in spite of
repested pleadings.

Helost consciousnessand hiseye ballsfloated up. People standing
by, started weeping but nonegave him alittlewater. Fortunately likeinthe
previous calamities, someone dared to sprinkle somewater on hisface
and pried hislipsopen and poured somewater in hismouth and Purushotham
got revived. Praise beto the name of Lord Jesuswho isawaysmerciful
and of immediate help. Jesus rescued the boy from a certain death.
K nowing thewonderful future ministry to be taken up by Purushotham,
God kept him from danger that way.

Saravakotawas very near to Madanapuram. Purushotham, at the
ageof 15yearssang narrativebaladsof Puranasinthehouseof Gandham
NarayanaDasinthat village and could save somemoney.

His Fervor in Hindu Religion

Purushotham since hischildhood was devoted to Vishnu, worshipping
hisidols. Hewasdeeply interested in meditation, holy dip, and pilgrimage.
According to the Vaishnava tradition he got the Chakra(disc) and
Sankhu(Conch) symbols tattooed on his two shoulders. Chanting the
Mantras, helearned for hisGurus, and singing “ Tirunama’ praises, were
hishabits. Trueto theaxiom “Fruit of your learning isyour submissive
respect,” Purushotham wasrespectful of hiseldersbefitting hiserudition,
and earned appreciation of everybody.

Position of the Poet Laureate

We havedready mentioned that Rgjah PadmanabhaDev, son of Sri
DugaRgufulfilled theexecutive responshilities of the Regent in place of
theboy king Sri Rgjah Jagannath Ggjapati NarayanaDev, as per the order
of the East IndiaCompany from 1813 to 1832.
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Around 1820, Purushotham Chowdhary’s father Kurmanatha
Chowdhary had an atercation with hisown brother RamaKrishnaand
RadhaKrishnaover thelandsunder their control. Purushotham stayed
with the Parlakimidi Royal Court on hisownfor sometimeand earned a
few villagesfromthe Roya adminigtrators. Hewashrilliantly witty andlike
thelegendary Tendi RamaKrishna, entertained the Regent with hisamusing
conversation.

Beforethe construction of the beautiful palace onthebanksof Sita
Sagarain Parlakimidi by theltalian Engineer Chijalam, thereusedtobea
pal ace near the Saturday market. The Regent convened theroyal court
here, invited the poets of theland and asked them to describe the palace.
All the poets routinely pronounced praises of the palace, whereas
Purushotham said something that meant, ‘ the palace cannot hold acandle
tohisown house!’ Both the king and the poetswere taken aback. They
questioned him unableto grasp theinner meaning. Purushotham replied, “I
can seethe sun, moon and starslying onmy bedinmy house, | cannot see
them frominsidethispalace” and finished the stanza of the poem. The
wholecompany brokeinto laughter at theindirect humor. My father used
to narrate to methisincident.

Purushotham was 20 years of age. Incestuous marriage traditions
prevailedin GowdaSishtaclan, and marriage after maturity of thegirl are
prohibited. For thisreason, it wasarranged that Purushotham at the age of
20, to marry Radhamani Devi, then agirl of 9 years, daughter of his
paternal uncle Raghunathpal.

Theeldersdecided onthedliance and performed the 7-day marriage
with great pomp and ceremony. Thus, Purushotham crossed over from
“Brahmacharya’ (bachelorhood) to married state. Later his father
Kurmanath Chowdhary breathed hislast. It is said that mother of this
gentleman worshipped Sri Kurmanathain Sri Koormam shrinein Ganjam
and got her son and probably named him after thedeity as per thetradition
prevailinginAndhraand Utka lands.

After the death of hisfather, Purushotham’smother SubhadraDevi
Chaudhurani and elder brother Jagannath Chowdhary showered much
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affection on him and seeing that hewasascholar par excellence, coupled
with respectful attitude and great devotion to Hindu faith and tradition,
they treated him with great |ove and fondness.

Purushotham writes Hindu Books

Thedesath of hisfather pushed Purushotham even deeper into Hindu
piety. According to hiscapabilitiesinlanguage and literature hewrote seven
or eight hymns in the name of Vishnu, one in the name of Shiva, a
philosophical hymnin hisTeacher’sname. HealsowroteaKrishnalL edla,
ahundred-poem collectionwith thetitle® DasarathaRama,” and another
profound poetic rendition by name*“NedachadaVilasamu.” All thosethat
heard these poemshighly appreciated the delicate and intricate selection
of termsand hispoetic brilliance.

Purushotham was determined to go to Kashi for further study. He
joined afriend, and thetwo planned to go without informing thrieelders.
They gathered afew essential sand hidden the package among somebushes.
However, it wasstolen. Thus, thiseffort did not materiaizeinto action.

Inhismemoria book, Purushotham confessed to reading with great
relishin hisyouth, many ancient poetic worksdepicting sexual love.

Cravingfor “BrahmaGnana”

Our young poet continued to worship hischosen God Vishnu, extalling
him as the deity of Moksha, and one that bestowed bliss, gaining the
approval of hisfellow men. However, hisdevotedness started taking a
strangeturn.

Those days, an employee of the RgjaYogasect of the Parlakimidi
BrahmaGnanareligion, called Purushotham Chowdhary and gavehima
philosophica book by name* RamaStavaRajamu” requesting himto read
and explain to him its meaning. After reading, it remained vaguein
Purushotham’smind. But hedid not give up, and finding acertaincharmin
it, heborrowed it and carefully read it from cover to cover.

Not satisfied, he copied the whole book for himself and ruminated
and meditated onit. Thebook told himthat thismortal worldislikeafast-
flowing stream, and he should find a Guru who will reveal to him the
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difference between body and soul, permanenceof thespirit, and themeans
of unifying themortal soul withtheimmortal. Heread that unlesshedoes
that, hewill never attainliberty of thesoul.

After reading thisbook it appeared to himthat theHinduritud traditions
are utterly usalessand actsof devotion hopeless. For thisreason, acraving
started taking root in himto rescind the practices of his Castetradition,
family and rdativesincluding hisownwifeand becomea® BrahmaGnani.”

Striving in this direction, he came across similar books such as
“VedantaSaramu” (Essenceof Vedanta), “ ShivaYogaSaramu” (Essence
of theYogaof Siva), “ AtmaBodha (Enlightenment of thesoul), “Vignana
Deepika’ (light of Wisdom), “Jeeva Prabodha’ (Teaching for life),
“Bhagavat Kathalu” (Stories of the gods) from BhagavathaPurana(One
of the ancient Hindu texts), “Para Tatvamu” (Philosophy of the
transcendentd), “ ParamaHamsaDharmamu” (Duty of an enlightened man)
and so on.

He meditated upon these and other books even in Oriyalanguage
which hewrote by hand for hisuse, and searched for themystica meanings
thereof. These bookswhich he copied inthethick green and blue paper,
availablethose days, were made avail ableto mein Cuttack.

Especially he copied “Avadhoota® Charitramu” (History of an
Avadhoota) on palm leaves, cut themintheshapeof aflower and hanged
it around his neck. He pondered up on its contents day after day with
great enthusiasm.

Not satisfied with this, hewent in search of aguruwhowould lead
him to the process of merging hissoul with theimmortal soul. Hedid not
experiencethetruthintheadage, “ Gurus say many thingsto satisfy their
diciples, but it isdifficult tofind thetrue Guru, who can dispd thepainin
thedisciple' sheart.”

Finally, seven false Gurusgathered around him. Their antecedents
arenot known. Helearned fromthem Yama, Niyama, (Yamameans'taking
avow’ whileniyamaisthe second limb and means* ruleof conduct’), and
other Ashtanga'Yogas(A shtangameanseight limbsor branches, of which
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asanaor physical yogapostureismerely onebranch, breath or pranayama
aretheothers).

He also attempted to |earn other more advanced accomplishments
suchas“Anima’ and* ChinmayaMudras,” to someextent.

Devotednessto False Teachers and Yogic Practices

Excepting one Uppu Ramalinga, therest of his Gurustaught himto
eat despicablethings, and perform detestabl e acts, saying that unlesshe
doesthat thereisno way he can attain salvation. Weinclude here some of
the experiencesof Purushotham from hisown writingsabout this period of
hislife.

“| atedisgusting things, did appalling deeds, | cannot writethem here
because they aretoo repulsive. None among these 7 Gurus werefit to
givemewhat | craved for. And | tell you ashameful thing. Inone of the
books, itiswrittenthat in extending hospitdity, if any onegiveshiswifeto
aguest for the night, great would betheresult.

One gives up his father or teacher
Kills or gives up life for one's wife
If with such wife one serves a guest
He can conquer Divinity or Deity

| tried this. Therewasa“Matham*’ in K othapalli near my village.
Thekingsingalledtheidol of Krishnainit. Two villageswereallotted for
itsup keep. Thereweretwo stewards and a priest. Often some ascetics
used to stay inthisMatham. | used to servethem.

| befriended a“Bairagi” (ascetic) and wasvery obedient to him. Once
| told himmy intention of serving himwith my wife. Heagreed. | told my
wifelovingly in secrecy. Shewasoutraged and said, “Would you drag me
toointo thesedirty thingsyou do?’ Shecould not tolerate such aproposa.

Thus, on reading thiskind of philosophy and practiceof Yoga, my
feding of self-renunciationincreased. | tried tolove and be merciful todl
theliving creatures. Topracticethis, | wouldlieonthefloor without covering
my upper body, and when the ants or mosquitosbit mel refrained from
killing them, gently pushing them away, accordingtotheidea “ Ahimso
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ParamaDharma’ (non-violenceisthehighest virtue). If anyonedtrikesat
any animd or kill any insect, | could not bear looking atit. Toget rid of the
Casteprgudice, | atewithfriendsof other castes. | lost interest in having
conjugd lovewith my wife. Often mingling with peoplewho practice Yoga,
| thought thewater used to clean their feet asholy, sprinkling them onmy
head, and on my tongue. For sometime, it became my practiceto share
my meal withadog, sittingsideby side.

Bath, daily sacred ablutionsand fasting declined. | stopped brushing
my teeth. | to the world and the world to me looked mad. My own
household on seeing my actions considered meinsane, and often made
derogatory comments. | never got angry withthem, not answering, remained
unmoved. My wifeand mother used to grieveat my condition.

AvadhootaAshram

Findly, | decided to belong permanently to theAvadhootaAshram. I,
aoneor with acoupleof friends, practiced Yogainlonely forestsor hills.
Oncewhen| wasclimbing ahill | found theremnant of ananimal skinleft
by an anima among the stones. Telling them that we should et it without
any hesitation, started eating it myself. Then my disciples and friends
attempted egting it half-heartedly.”

Our worthy poet obtained asort of trainingin“Bhakti, Gnana, Karma,
Vairagya, RgjaYoga’ and other practices.

Those days, among those who strived for Raja Yoga, there were
wicked women. They arecalled“ Mukti Kanthas®.” TherewereAghoras’,
Corpse eaters, Avadhootas, Naked Sadhus and so on in India.
Purushotham summed up the characteristics of Avadhootasin apoem.

When aboy among Purushotham'’ srelatives died, they buried him
instead of cremating. Our wise Purushotham dug the dead body up, kept
itinhislap for sometime, assuring himself that heisnot afraid and buried
it back. Father of thisauthor oncetold him this. People of thisland are
under thefal sepremisethat such practicesarethemeansof reaching heaven,
and ignored thetrueway for thewashing of the of soul.

Many menof Yogainour country aredavesto intoxicating drugs. It
wasusual practiceto perform heinous sexual acts. Asper thesaying “If
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theheartisimpure, thenitisagainst everything that isdone by the man.”
Impurein heart and doersof dark deeds, how can they be good teachers?
Under thiscondition, who knowshow many times Purushotham Chowdhary
tried towriggleout of untruth, darknessand death crying out, “ Oh God,
lead me from untruth to truth, from darknessinto light, from death to
immortdity,”

Eventhoughitismadeclear by Patanjdi, that Yogapracticeisfor the
purpose of binding the human will to God'swill, inthe experience of our
Yogi Purushotham, dueto thesinful occupations, he could not bind hiswill
tothewill of God. ItisChrist alonewho could bind the human will tothe
Heavenly Father’swill. Heintended to teach Purushotham hisequanimity.

God'sword istruthful and sure- “ Those that search for mewill find
me.” Weredlizethisaswelook at theforthcoming events.

1. InBengdi and Oriya, feminine namestakethe suffix ‘ Ani’

2. Celebration connected to the birth of achild, and the ceremony of
layinghiminthecradle.

3. Avadh(taisaSanskrittermfromsomelndianreigionsreferringtoa
type of mystic or saint who isbeyond egoi c-consciousness, duaity
and commonworldly concernsand actswithout consideration for
standard socia etiquette.

4. A monastery or an abode of ascetics.

5. Sexwiththesefemal easceticsisthought to beameansand pathto
heaven.

6. TheSanskrit aghoraare Shaivaascetic. They areknownto engage
in pogt-mortem rituals. They often dwell incharnel grounds, have been
witnessed smearing cremation ashes on their bodies, and have been
known to use bonesfrom human corpsesfor crafting skull cupsfor
eating, and jewelry. Because of their practicesthat are contradictory
to orthodox Hinduism, they are generally opposed by other Hindus.
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Chapter 3

Theresult of Missionary Movement. A hundred-year-old Tract, The
Valueof NewsL etters. Background of the district of Ganjam, Rescue
from danger, Reiteration of pledge.

“For whom He foreknew, He also predestined whom He
predestined, these he al so called; Whom he called; these he al so justified;
and whom he justified, these he also glorified.” Rom 8:29-30

In His self-affirming will, God carry out things in ways that are
mindboggling; MultifariousareHismanifestationd

Missionary Movement

Missionary movement was spreading acrossthe nation at that time.
Inthe1800's, William Carey arrivedin Serampore near Cd cuttaand started
printing sometrandationsof the Biblica portions. Rev Des Granges, sent
by the London Missionary Society, reached Vizagin 1805, learned Telugu
and trandated the gospel sof Mathew, Mark and Lukeinto Telugu, before
he died on 12" August 1810. And these were printed in Serampore in
1819.

Another Missionary by name Prechette trand ated sections of New
Testament at Vizag which were printed in Madrasin 1819. Perhapsthey
werereprinted by the Bible Society in 1829 in Madras. We shall 1ook at
theamazingimpact of these printed publications.

Those Missionaries who came to Vizag, died rather too early;
consequently, the good newsdid not reach thevast regionsfrom Cal cutta
to Madras as much asit could have been. However, Roman Catholics
established themsealvesin some pocketsof thisregion.

The Godliness of the Battalion Chiefs

Inview of the national safety and to contain intermittent rebellious
activities of the natives, the East India Company retained battalions at
Vizianagaram, Srikakulam, and Berhampur towns. The41st Battaionwas
stationed in Srikakulam, which had the God fearing British Officerslike
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Major Buxter, Captain Keeting, Generd Taylor, Lt. Fair, Captain Camphbell,
Captain Richardson, and Adjutant Evelyn. Theseofficerswereinstrumenta
intheactivitiesin thefields of Education, and the spread of the gospel.
AndMajor Brett, agodly manwasin Vizag.

No. 9 ChristianTract- Lt. Hill

With crude printing,done on very cheap paper, theno.9 Christian
Tract carried thecaption: “ A legflet from Christian Missionariesto dl people
intheregion.” A copy of thiswasgivenin 1825 to Purushotham Chowdary
by hiswell educated elder brother Jagannadh Chowdary. Purushotham
read it but could not grasp the message and he dropped it in histin box.

Asthough by divine prompting, inthosedaysLt. Hill, an Engineer
went to Parlakimidi to survey themountainousregion of Madanapuram.
When Purushotham saw thewhite man, hefelt asurge of electricity and
remembered thetract he dropped in hisbox 7 yearsearlier.

That wasnothing but God visiting Purushotham. Hepromptly searched
andretrieved thetract and started to read it. Previoudy he could not grasp
themessage. That | etter carried the supremeteachingsthat God isoneand
theother godsarevirtualy useless.

Herebelow isthetrandation of two extractsfromthistract withall
itsarchaicliterary styleand printer’ sdevilsretained:

“ At the command of the Lord of the universe, we the teachers of
this faith desire to proclaimto all in this nation, the saving message,
which can rescue you from ignorance and put you on the path of
eternal life.”

“Thereisonly one God and only one mediator between God and
men. And that is the man Lord Jesus. And the most distinct
characteristic that makes him unique is the fact that heis sinless. He
Isthe son of God. He lived as incarnate man with the name Jesus for
thirty-three yearson the earth teaching the Biblical truths. In the proof
of what he taught, he performed miracles, and led a perfect life. Out
of sheer grace he gave himself up to be tortured and crucified so that
he could reconcile man with God, bestow forgiveness and heaven to
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all that are saved. By dying, and by getting up out of the tomb with
resurrected life, he showed himself to his followers for 40 days to
prove that he is the savior of the world. He then entrusted to his
disciples, the unique task of spreading the gospel to all nations. Then
he took them on to a mountain, blessed them and ascended to heaven
as they watched Him in wonder. If anyone wants to be saved, he has
only one savior- Lord Jesus. If anyoneisinterested in knowing more
about the gospel, he is advised to see us in person. e are always
ready to answer any guestions regarding the gospel.”

Purushotham weighed theimplications of theinvitation to Christian
faith and itsfundamental doctrines. Hetook note of theinvitation of the
writersof thetract to come and know more about thisway.

Despite hisoath to stay put inthe* Avadhoot Ashram’ decided to put
asidehisown conviction for thetimebeing and look more carefully into
Chrigtianity. So, he started gathering opinionson Chrigtianity. Somesaidit
wasgood and otherssaid that hewould lose hisreligiousidentity.

However, he continued hisinvestigationsinto Christianity. Probably
here he got hold of three more tracts circulated by the officers of the
battalion, namely “ Thedetail sof creation,” “Theway to heaven,” “Message
of truth by the Teacher that shows the right path” with the help of his
friendsinother villages.

By reading these, he cameto learn about Satan, and the advantages
of following Chrigt, thingshedid not learnfromtheearlier tractsheread.
Herealized that Christianity is superior to the Path of Brahma Gnana.
Purushotham found aprayer at theend of “Messageof truth by the Teacher
that showsthe Right Path” invoking lovefor God. It wasnothing likethe
‘Guru Guhya Mantra’ because it expressed heartfelt love for the
transcendental God.

On the same day Purushotham whole heartedly owned this prayer
andrevoked hisoldfaith that says" Teacher isBrahman; Teacher isVishnu;
Teacher isMaheswara; Guruisthetranscendental Brahma personified;
for that reason, | bow to the Teacher.” Herescinded “ Gayatri Mantra,”
and “ SandhyaVandanam'.” Hetook an oath on the prayer mentionedin
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thetract, considered it the highest mantra, chanting it 40to 50timesaday
indl contingenciesand conditions.

Inquisitivenessfor theWay of Truth

Evenif an enlightened man ownsmonothe sm, shunscaste, and hates
idolatry, where can he find forgiveness of sins in the man-made
philosophies? How can menwho desiresinful pleasuresknow secureand
auspiciousways?

AsPurushotham moved into the Christian ethos accepting the God-
made, and gppropriateways, hegave up theideaof turninginto anascetic
which made hisfriendsand relativesglad. But they werenot awareof his
deepreligiousinvolvement with Chritianity.

In 1832 he went to a Roman Catholic templein Vizag to find out
moreabout Chrigtianity, where he spokewith someonethere. Theidolshe
saw insidethetemple, were not in agreement with what he heard. There
wereno missionariesthereat that timeastheonly one- Rev James Dawson
of London Missionary Society had just passed away.

Rebellion Offers Invitation

According to Russdll’sreport, therewas aspell of rebellionwhich
RajaJagannath Ggjapathy NarayanaDev washeir apparent to Parlakimidi
royal state. There was a misunderstanding between the queen consort
PattaMahaDevi and Queen M other Swagee Devi ontheissueof Court
of Wards. InJuly 1822, thethen Governor of Madras Sir ThomasMunroe
visted Parlakimidi.

At that time, rebelliousfactionswere engaged in open street fights.
Andtheprovincia ruler RgjaJagannath Gajapathi Narayan Dev and his
consort desired to be under the Court of Wardsand appointed awarrior
named Rekhani Chandruduinchargeof the Court affairs.

Theking’shousehold went underground. Therest of the household
colluded with the Bisoi and started | ooting. Rekha Chandrudu, on hispart,
given theauthority by the queen, started exalting himself having 1175
soldiersat hisbeck and call. Themans on he constructed in Rekhani street
in Parlakimidi hundred years earlier, stood strong to this day. One day
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therewasa“Purand’ recitd in hishouseinwhich the bal ladeer went wrong
inhisrecitation. Purushotham passing by, heard it, went in, corrected him
andtold himtheright order.

From that time onwardsthis household devel oped great respect for
Purushotham. They urged him to read the Puranas and interpret them,
sncehisvoicewassonorous. Until recent times, old man Rekhani Mukuda
Daswasinthepractice of extolling thephysical stature and good looks of
Purushotham Chowdary and the good old days.

A Teaching Position in Parlakimidi and Christian Religious
Discussion

In 1832, Purushotham opened a school in Parlakimidi with his
brother’s permission. He used to take hismealsin the Kings Devi Mutt
and sleep on the paved verandah of the house. While he wasthere, he
wrotealetter containing issuesregarding Christianfaithand sentittoa
whitemissionary, aPriest in Barampuram through aservant. Theservant
happened to giveit to aRoman Catholic and wastold that the Priest was
away at Vishakhapatnam, and hisnamewas Deun Jeujevier DeAttai De,
andif heliked, hecould goand seehim, and if hisreturn wasdelayed,
there were two missionaries in Cuttack one of whom had come to
Berhampur and distributed sometracts.

Theman asotold theservant that therewas no rel ation between their
faith and thefaith of the Roman Catholics. When Purushotham received
the answer, he found the very name of the priest which was too long,
repellent and did not respond to it.

Andinthevery sameyear, i.e. 1832, on 20" June, Queen Victoria
took theroyal throneof England.

Honorable G. E. Russal Arrives

Inview of theincreasing unrest around Parlakimidi regionduring 1832-
33, East India Company sent the Hon’ ble George E. Russell, a senior
member inthe Revenue Board and member of The Madras Governor’s
Council. Russdll was gppointed Commiss oner and wassent to Parlakimidi.
He reached Parlakimidi on 18" Feb 18332, Purushotham sent an enquiry
letter on Chrigtian faithto himand waited for areply.
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Because Parlakimidi was at the foot of Matsyagruha mountain
(popularly known asBoyeedi Konda), even asearly asin Marchtheclimate
tended to bevery hot and peoplein general dept indoorsdespitethe heat
for thefear of rebels.

That night our 30-year old well-mannered householder, fair in
complexion, completed hisdaily ablutions, dismissed hisdisciples, had his
dinner, prayed with al intensity seeking salvation and went to the portico
of the Rekhani householdto sleep.

He said hisevening prayers he read sometime ago, writtenin the
tract “Message of truth by the Teacher that shows the right path.” He
wondered why the battalion arrived in Parlakimidi, and what surprises
would ensue. Then he entrusted himsalf to the Savior hefound and dept.

Danger Averted

On 9" March 1833, the41% (N. |.) regiment under the command of
Captain Logan moved from Srikakulam to Paralikimidi in aid of
Commissioner Russdl. That very night the soldiersplanned their Strategies
to capturethe rebels, and at the dead of the night carried out asurprise
attack on the house of Rekhani Chandrudu. Purushotham, who washalf-
asleep inthe portico got up and tried to escape (like king Jehoshapat, 1
kings22:32-33).

When the soldier hit Purushotham with acane, hetried to ward off
theblow with hisright hand, and it broke hislittlefinger ontheright hand.
Then they took Purushotham to stand before Russell, despite his
protestations. But Russell understood that Purushotham wasthe person
who sent him aletter regarding Christian faith, and released him.

It was not acceptabl eto rel ease any onethat was caught inthe house
of arebel, but just because of divineintervention, Purushotham was set
free onthegroundsthat adevout Christian cannot bearebel. While God
had adifferent purposewith Purushotham, how could soldiersbind him?
The same God who rescued Peter from Herod, now miraculously rescued
Purushotham for agreater purpose. Whatever the pain Purushotham might
have suffered that night with the broken finger, thefinger remained bent for
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therest of hislife. Peoplesay tothisday, that children of that time, good
naturedly madefun of himwith bent fingerssaying“ Grandpa, salaam!” |
heard about this episode from my father and Mr Kirti Steven, who heard
thisfrom Purushotham. What made Purushotham unhappy was not the
broken finger but thefact that helost the opportunity to discuss Christian
faithwith Russl.

Asthe saying goes, the barriersthat Purushotham was encountering
intheway of faith werejust in order to make him more steady and robust
inhisquest.

Preparation for a Trip to Madras

By faith Mosesrefused to be called the son of Pharaoh’s daughter,
choosing rather to suffer affliction with the people of God thanto enjoy
thepleasuresof snfor aseason. .. (Heb 11: 24-26). Purushotham, likewise
considered it great to be with Christ than to be under theroyal shelter of
Parlakimidi.

Hewas never discouraged but very determined in hispurposeand
thought for along time and arrived at aplan of action. Inthosedays, there
wasnot asingle protestant missionary between where hewas staying and
Madras.

Therefore, he made up hismind to somehow reach Madras, inorder
to havethegoodfortuneof visitingagood teacher of thegospd, and hear
theexcdlent narrativesof theLord JesusChrist in detail. Hewaswondering
how hewould make such along and arduousjourney and sarted to explore
waysand means.

Even though thereweren’t any who embraced Christianity in that
area, somereligious conservativeswere spreading propagandathat the
white peoplewered| Christians, that they did not haveany ritesandrituds;
that they did not carewhether apersonwasMala(oneof theuntouchable
castes in Telugu area) or otherwise; that they were employing the
untouchables unabashedly as cooks; that the caste system would be
polluted by convertioninto Chritianity; gradudly the Hindu templeswould
fall into ruin; and the priestly vocation woul d disappesr, taking away the
livelihood of the priestly class.
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Thus, fearing, some peopl e started spreading maliciousrumorsthat
thereligionof Christwas'Mala religion. Thosewho converted, would
be spat upon, and their mouthswoul d be stuffed with beef. They taught
that thosewho said that theidol sthat were consecrated by Brahminswere
not Gods, would havetheir eye ballsexplodein their sockets. Thus, many
untruetaleswere spread.

In those days, there were educated, intellectual and pious people,
whojust like uneducated ones, strongly believed that the Hindu Dharma
should prevail, and not the strangetraditions of thewhite people. Thisnew
religion would not be beneficid to the people. Somewereeven abusive of
thenew faith. They madeit apoint that the very nameof the Christ religion
should not be uttered in their households.

Jagannath Choudhry, the el der brother of Purushothamwasalearned
man, and well-versedin Hindu traditional literature. Hewasthe* Tembur
group Official Steward and Contractor with twelve people groups and
many villagesunder hisjurisdiction. Hewas an accomplished overseer
acting on behalf of the government. After the demise of his father,
Purushotham Chowdhary, excepting in mattersof religion, wasin obedience
to his brother. Jagannath Chowdhary used to look after all the family
expenditureand affairs.

Our Hero, used to keep securely what was| eft from therupeethat he
earned from hisstudentsin the school, tied it at theend of his*dhoti’ (a
rectangular piece of unstitched cloth, usually around 4.5 meters (15 ft)
long, wrapped around thewai st and thelegsand knotted at thewaist) and
pushed under hisbelt. Thiswasnot known to anyone. Hisintention wasto
use the money for his needs as long as it lasts on his way to Madras,
whenever opportunity presented itself. And for hisupkeepinthe strange
placeof Madras, hefdt that hecould beg for dms. Thus, hewasdetermined
to makethe 400 to 500-milejourney to Madras, and have consultations
with the Pastorsand obtain enlightenment about thereligion of Christ.

A Rare Opportunity Presents | tself

Asthesaying goes, “ Good things cometo thosewho wait.” By the
will of God, Jagannath Chowdhary had to go to Srikakulam on alegal
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matter. Probably Purushotham in the month of April 1833 went to
Madanapuram from Parlakimidi. He convinced hisreaivessaying that he
would attend to thework to be done by hisbrother, and left for Srikakulam.
Attending to the task at hand, he managed to send his relatives away
beforehand. Therupeehekept secretly waswith himintact. Hetook aong
with himthefour tractshefound, theletter written by the Catholic manand
hisown letter to Mr. Russdl.

1. Sandhyavandanam literally means “ salutation to Sandhya”
the twilight. Thus, Sandhyavandanam may be defined as the
ritual “ salutation to twilight or the solar noon.”

2. Russall’s Report No XXIV, Page 36
3. Russdls report No. XXIV Vol 1 page 43
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Chapter 4

Introductionto Ms. Helen Knott, Adjutant Evelyn, and Mgor Brett;
Purushotham’ stenacity; Elder brother’sdistress; Arriving back home;
Wife'sfirst arrival and exit; Trip to Vishakhapatnam; Trip to Cuttack;
Acceptanceof Chrigtian Faith.

“ Abraham, when he was called to go out into a place which he
will be receiving for an inheritance, obeyed and he went out.” Heb
11:8

Duringthelast daysof William Carey who ‘ expected great things
from God and attempted gresat thingsfor God,” hismissionary effortsfor
Indiaweregradually proving fruitful.

Religious Teaching by Ms. Helen Knott

There used to be bungal ows inhabited by the white people of the
regiment, on the banks of river Nagavali, downward to the present
missionary bungalow intheareacaled‘Badaga.’ Devout Christian whites
used to live there. Purushotham thought that it would be right to seeif
anyone had theknowledge of Christ religion, before setting out to Madras.

Asheenquired, he cameto know that aMs. Helen Knott, wife of
Captain Knott, established acouple of AndhraGirls Schoolseducating
thechildren, and wasdistributing Christian tracts. Purushotham heard that
shewasagenerousand kind lady. Hewasfilled with great joy and relief,
and wanted to sharewith her, hisdesire of heart about the Christianfaith.

Onefineday inApril 1833 at noon, Purushotham Chowdhary stood
at theentrance of thehouseof Ms. Helen Knoitt, in scorching hest and hot
wind blowing and howling around him. While Purushotham was standing
inthe sweltering sun, Ms. Knott happened to see out of her window and
kindly sent for himto comein. Hewent in and greeted her. Thelady spoke
to himin Hindi about hiscondition and what brought him to her place.
After ligening towhat hehad to say, shegavehimaleaflet entitled “ Divine
test of Hindu Faith” and asked himto return thefollowing day. Having
read theleaflet, the seeker of truth being the wiser, went back to the lady
and spoketo her about hisunderstanding of the Chrigtianfaith. Ms. Knott
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did not initially trust him and thought that he came back to her with a
hidden agenda. Then Purushotham discussed in detail hispast struggles,
for thesalvation of hissoul, showedto her theledflets, theletter written by
the Catholic gentleman from Berhampur and acopy of hisown |etter of
appeal toMr. Russdl.

Shehad thosedocumentsread to her, and joyfully believed him. Then
thekind lady tested him telling him about the struggles, losses, pitfalsand
temptations that would beset him if he embraced Christian faith.
Purushotham replied saying that hewould withstand all thosetrialsand
temptations by thegrace of God. On hearing hisanswer, shewasglad and
gave him afew more tracts, the Gospel according to L uke and a book
entitled“ Voyageto Heaven.” Sheurged himtovisit her every day, andto
read the booksto know new things about thefaith.

Purushothamwasfilled withjoy and gratitudetowardsthe kindhearted
whitelady. Asif apauper found agreat treasure, hewent back to hisplace
withasmileof contentment. Heread the material and learned thingsthat
werehazy tohimearlier.

Hediscovered thenature of sin, that it cannot be purged by any good
deed that man does. Expiationispossibleonly through God'sunmerited
graceinwhich He sent His Son Jesus Christ to becomeman. Heshed his
blood, became propitiation and through his merit, makes the sinner
blameless. Thisand other vital thingsbecame clear to Purushotham. Thus,
our seeker after thetruth experienced joy and hisresolveto fellow Jesus
was strengthened.

Adjutant Evelyn’sL oving Reception

One morning, Ms. Knott sent our new seeker to Adjutant Evelyn
who wasin the regiment. He spoke to Purushotham and asked him, “are
you willing to go to the Missionary Pastorsin Madras, if | send you by
ship?’ Purushotham with great excitement replied, “not only to Madras,
anywhereyousend me, | anready!” Ingreat joy, Evelynnraised hiseyes
to heaven and said, “God has lit alamp in this dark land.” He asked
Purushotham “Haveyou got any closerelaives?’

Purushotham said hehad.
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Evelynnsaid“ Do they know what you are about to do?’

“No,” Purushotham replied.

“Areyouwillingtoinformthem even at thisstage?’ Evelynn asked.
“1 amready to do whatever you think right” Purushotham said.

“I think you should keep them informed. You can writealetter and
sendit to them through someone. | will pay him hiswage.”

Then Purushothamwroteal etter to hisbrother Jagannath Chowdhary.
Elder Brother’s Cry of Despair

Onreading theletter, Jagannath Chowdhary was shaken. Healong
with RamakrishnaKali Mohanthy, Poet L aureate of Kallikotaregency
and afew relativesrushed to Srikakulamin great anguish. They embraced
Purushotham, wept and pleaded with him not to enter Christ religion.

Seeing that they could not sway himwith their sorrow, they took him
toMs. Knott’sbunga ow and bitterly disputed with her. Many wordswere
exchanged. Jagannath, overwhel med by grief took up aheavy stone, saying
that hewill break hisown head infront of Ms. Knott.

Finally, thelady entrusted Purushotham to them and explained for
how long he had been entertaining theideaof becoming aChrigtian, and
showed them the Berhampur |etter and other papers. They were taken
aback and stopped accusing her and turned to Purushotham with words
of reproach. His brother, not able to contain the grief, fell on hisfeet
prostrate and cried out “Oh my dear brother, my only brother, what do |
do now?How can | bear this?” He rushed to the market saying that he
would swallow ‘vasanabhi,” apoisonousherb and die.

Rest of therelativestoo rebuked and scolded him, but they could not
changehisconviction. They left him. None of them had anything to est and
drink the whole day. That evening, Jagannath and another relative met
Purushotham intending to convince him with someruse. Jagannath crying
heavily, said in asdlf-effacing manner “ brother, our mother and your wife
on hearing what you wrotein theletter, did not eat and drink since then.
They areat homegrief stricken. Show yourself to them just onceand you
could get back. So please come homewith us.”
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Thus,Jagannath beseeched hisbrother withtears. Tearsof grief can
dissolvethe hardest of hearts. Our seeker after thetruth, moved by the
appeal and disposition of his brother, considered this pleaand said he
would gowith them.

Hisbrother was greatly comforted. That night they cooked agood
meal for themsalves. Purushotham went to Ms. Knott and told her that he
would go home and get back in aweek. Next morning, heleft with his
brother and relatives for Madanapuram, his home town, about 20
kilometersfrom Srikakulam.

Meeting his Mother

On seeing Purushotham, his mother and wife cried bitterly.
Innumerablerdativesand friendssurrounded him and spoke harshly. Some
blamed him, somerebuked and some abused him. Some planned to bind
himand shut himupinaroom.

Released From the Tyranny of the Relatives

All their plotsfalled. Having seen hisequanimity unchanged and further
noticing the remarkable meeknessin Purushotham, their attitude took a
turn for the better, and they treated him kindly. His wife Radhamani
Choudhurani planned to gowith him, but went on postponing their travel,
thusdelaying Purushotham for 14 days.

Thereafter, when our poet urged them earnestly, hiswifeand their 2-
year old daughter Shanta Kumari, accompanied by arelativefollowed
Purushotham to Srikakulam. Since Purushotham wasyet to rescind his
caste, therel atives consulted among themsel vesand allowed hiswifeand
childto gowith himwithout any fuss. They sent arelativewith them, just
for her sake. Radhamani Devi, however, wasfedling depressed onleaving
her household and wanted to go back to her family.

Inthemeanwhile, Ms. Helen Knott wasanxious about Purushotham’s
delay in getting back. Shetherefore sent two menwith aletter, enclosnga
rupeeinawhite paper. Sheinstructed themto ddliver theletter in secret to
Purushotham. Thetwo men searched for Purushothaminvain and returned
to Srikakulam on the very day Purushotham and family got back. They
found him by providence and recogni zed him, since they happened to see
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himwith Ms. Knott before, and gavethel etter to him. Purushotham opened
andread theletter.

To,

Babu Purushotham Chowdhary,

Sir, we have been expecting you every moment sincetheend of the
agreed time. If you are held against your will, by your people, write a
compliant to the District Collector on thewhite paper | am sending you,
and send it to methrough thesemen. | will forward it to the collector and
seethat you arereleased. If, onthe other hand, you find away to escape,
please write to me. | can secretly send you a cart or a horse. Use the
rupee| folded herewith for your expenses.

Yours
Hden Knott

Return of HisWife

Purushotham was extremely glad for Ms. Knott’s kindness and
Chrigtiangoodwill.

On hearing about Purushotham’sarrival, Ms. Knott went onacart to
seehim, hiswifeand daughter. Shewasimmensely happy to seethemand
spoke afew words of encouragement to Mrs. Radhamani Devi, since
Radhamani wasin great worry regarding Purushotham’sentry into the
new religion and giving up relationswith hisfamily. Onthethird day, her
mother inlaw and brother visited them. Thishad considerably lifted her
Spirits.

Noticing her state of mind, Purushotham thought it best to send her
back. She was over joyed at this and promised her husband “ | would
join you when you are totally settled in the religion of Christ and
return home.”

Next day, Purushotham’s mother Subhadra Devi Choudhurani and
her brother took Purushotham’ swife Radhamani Devi Chaudhurani back
to Madanapuram.
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A firm Plan of Action

Then Ms. Helen Knott and Adjutant Evelyn discussed what could be
donein Purushotham’scase. Thosedaysthebdieversinthe Army regiment
werevery much concerned with themissionary work. ThusAdj. Evelynin
great love, continued to assist Purushotham.

Lifein Vishakhapatnam, Death of the Officer Evelyn

Missionariesof the London Missionary Society, Rev George Crane,
and Rev. Augustus Des Granges, who reached Vishakhapatnamin 1805,
died not much later in 1809 and 1810 respectively. It was not known
when Rev. James Dawson arrived, but he might have distributed the gospe
tractsprinted by Carey of Sramporein these parts. Previously when our
hero Purushotham went to Vishakhapatnam, Mr. Dawson wasindi sposed.
Atthetimeof hisdeathin 1832, heentrusted histwo sonsto the care of
Major Brett, an army officer in East IndiaCompany.

At that time, Mg. Brett was looking after the affairs of London
Missionary Society. One of the sons of Mr. Dawson, William Dawson
was put in charge of the Mission Schools. At thistime, Adj. Evelyn and
Ms. Knott , thought it best to writeacommendation | etter in the name of
Mg . Brett. They kept theletter inaleather pouch, gaveit to Purushotham
and sent him to Vishakhapatnam in the company of one more person.

Purushotham reached therein May 1833 and handed the | etter to
Mg . Brett. Thegood Magor felt happy on seeing theletter, welcomed this
new seeker and comforted himwith al Christianlove and concern. He
provided Purushotham dl amenities. After afew months, Adj. Evelynwent
to Vishakhapatnam, fell ill and died. The hel p Purushotham was getting
from Evelyn stopped.

Now Mg. Brett and William Dawson loved Purushotham. William
Dawson, though very young, kept our hero in hishouse as hisguest and
extended hospitdity for many months.

1829 Edition of the Bible

Godwonderfully equipsthosehehaschosentoinviteinto hisglorious
kingdom. God knowsthat his servant Purushotham needs acopy of the
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Bible. So, God established the Bible Society in Madras, withinafew years
of the birth of Purushotham. Rev Pritchett trand ated New Testament in
1818in Visnhakhapatnam. And it wasprinted at M adrasthe previousyear
with thefinancial help of the CalcuttaBible Society. In 1829, Mg]. Brett
gave a copy of the New Testament printed in Madras by the Madras
Bible Society to Purushotham.

Hereadit with rapt attention from cover to cover, underliningimportant
partswith apencil (We can seeit even today)*. Mg. Brett showed the
versesof the Bible and explained Biblical truthswith great clarity, thus
taking troubleto encourage Purushotham.

Discarding of ‘ Yagnopaveetam’ (Holy Thread)

Purushotham having had avery closeand critical ook at theessentia
differencesbetween variousold faithshe had held on to and Christianity,
took appropriate decisions step by step.

Heleft hisfamily circle. Heabandoned castewith al itsrituals. He
considered it hypocritical to discard some and keep some of them. The
“sacred thread” that stood for the Hindu concept of “twiceborn,” bestowed
upon him by the Brahminson the day of his“Upanayana’ (Sacred thread
laying ceremony) with injunction *yajnopaveetam pramam pavitram”
(sacred thread utterly holy) and that which was considered consecrated
by the people of hisclan, wasstill around hisneck. Hefelt that adorning
thenameof Jesus, whileyet keeping thethread isnot pure devation.

Thus, on June 10", 1833 with great courage he removed thethread
and handed it over to Mgjor Brett, thereby openly renouncing hiscaste.

Hewasthe steward inthe clan, poet laureatein the Parlakimidi royal
court, he belonged to the superior clan of Bhardwaj, amember of the
Mythili Panchagowda group, custodian of “Katyayana Sutra,” and
professor of Samaveda. Instead of boasting about his caste, clan, and
Pravara, Purushotham (like the man of God Paul who considered those
that are beneficia to him astrashfor thesake of theexcellent knowledge
of Jesus Christ), decided to stand alone on the side of Jesus whom he
loved, thefirst personto do so among hisfamily and caste groups. L ater,
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in 1853, he wrote atract named “Analysis of Caste and Ritual,” and
added thefollowing poem at theend.

“ Caste of Human kind is one,

Yet many are the names and creeds

A two-edged sword thisis!

The Lord sanctioned this grace to His servant Purushotham’

Andthishand bill had soldin thousands assisting the seekersafter the
truth.

Inaddition to the caste system, hewhole heartedly abhorred idol atry
and wrote the popular tracts “Illustration of the way to heaven,” and
“Buildingidols’ thusdemonstrating hisdidikefor Hindureligion.

Jour ney to Cuttack

Now Purushotham was deeply committed and desirous of taking
Baptism and mentioned thisanumber of timesto Mgor Brett. He, inturn
tried hisbest to send Purushotham to Madrasto the missionaries by ship.
But because of the onset of monsoon, therewasno way theordinary sail
boats can undertake such avoyage.

Thistoo had thedivine providence. Asif inresponseto the prayers
of thesaints, Hlen Knott received areply from OrissaBaptist Missonaries
in Cuttack about Purushotham. They wanted him sent to Cuttack. Ms.
Knott sent thisetter to Vishakhapatnam. Major Brett read it, spoketo
Purushotham about theinvitation from the miss onarieswho woul d be happy
toBaptizehim.

Purushotham was excited at the news and hastened to go. Thevery
next day Mgjor Brett made arrangementsfor thejourney, wroteanoteto
themissionariesand sent him along with aservant. Purushotham might
have launched on thisjourney most probably towardsthe end of Juneor
beginning of July, 1833.

They had to passthrough dangerousjungletracks of land infested
with cruel animals, snakes, monkeys, robbers, and uncivilizedtribes. There
were no safe highways those days. It took about two to three weeksto
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cover adistance of 300 miles. Ontheway, they crossed Chilkalakeand
reached Cuttack.

Thedetailsof Purushotham'’ sbaptismin Cuttack areincluded inthe
book “ Orissaand its Geographical History in connection with the General
Baptist Mission History” (Orissa, its Geography, Statistics& ¢ P. 229)
written by thethen Secretary to Bengal government Mr. Andrew Sterling
and Rev. James Pegg, page 229.

TheCity of Cuttack

Atthat time, therewere not many Christiansin Cuttack. It was sheer
grace of God that Purushotham should have an opportunity to enjoy
fellowship with them. The Baptist missionaries started preaching of the
gospel on 12" February, 1822. Cuttack wasinfact asort of isdand between
Mahanadi and itstributary Cutjodi. The city had alane with 12 shops,
known as* Barabazaar.”

Until 1912 under theadministration of Delhi royalty, Cuttack wasin
the State of Bengal, and hometo thousands of Telugu people. It wasthe
capitd aity of themodern‘ Utkd' state. Bengali and Hindustani werewiddy
spoken. By then, therewere afew Christians (one of them being Babu
Doitari Naik, who subsequently came into Purushotham’s family by
marriage). These Christians joined the missionaries in welcoming
Purushotham.

Thesocia and religiousreformsthat weretaking placein Cal cutta,
Serampore and other placeshel ped Purushotham to assessand distinguish
between some profound Hindu ritualsand Christian sacraments. During
the purification bath (Viragjasnaanam), the candidate woul d say-

“For the sin of knowing (the wrong things)

and not knowing (the right things)

Hereby | take this holy bath...”

Purushotham clearly understood the difference between thisand the
Baptismin Christ, denoting anew birth. During thistimethegreat Bengdli
Reformer RgjaRam Mohan Roy died in England on 27th, 1833. At the
very same time Roy was denouncing idolatry and Caste system,

52



Purushotham, by the hel p of the new lifein Jesus, acquired the power to
perpetuate such reformsuntil the present day.

Churches of the English Baptist Mission in Cuttack examined the
steadfast faith of Purushotham and admitted himinto their Church. Rev.
CharlesLacy who baptized him onthat gloriousday described the event
inhisbook.

Chowdhary Purushotham’sBaptism

It was decided to baptize Purushotham on 6 October 1833- a
Sunday. Thecircuit judge had gracioudly given permissionfor theuseof a
large pond (called GangaMandiram) inthecity.

Thechoicewasappropriatefor thisholy act, and significant because
it was centrally located by the side of the high way on the main Bazaar.
They sang asong in Oriya, prayed and proclaimed the good newswith a
thousand-strong audience present. After the opening prayer, the crowds
sat comfortably onthe grassaround the pond.

Thiswas aspectacular sight. The people maintained areverential
slence. ThePriest Rev. Lacy and the candidate Purushotham Chowdhary
went down the stepsinto thewater, and Purushotham wasgivenimmersion
inthe name of the Father, the Son and the Holy Spirit, intoned in English
andthevernacular.

There were severa reasons for conducting this event in apublic
place. Thefirst wasto attract many and preach the message to them. The
second reason wasto digpel wrong understanding created by the opponents
of thefaith among the common peopl e about Baptism.

London Mission’sL aborsof L ove- theValueof Gospel Tracts

“Our brother Purushotham could approach, recognize and
acknowledgethegrace of Godin Lord ssupper that very evening. From
that day, until theday of hisdepartureto hisplace, we could see, by his
words and deeds, reason for a good hope about him. Now he was
obedient, and wasproficient in reading theword of God, and enthusiastic
in proclaiming theword to others. Hewasthefirst fruit of the effortsof
our brotherson the coast.
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When he first went to Vishakhapatnam to confess his Faith in the
savior, James Dawson wasunwell but wasdive. He (Purushotham) gave
agood testimony about so many inhisclosecircle. It appeared that it was
not difficult to add some more to the flock of Jesus from among these
people.

We seeanew dimension here. Whilewe keep dying off oneby one,
not seeing evenone (of thenatives) turningtothelL ord, lamenting that our
effortsareinvain, therearethose happy few, who not only seek theway
of theZion, acquirethesaving knowledgethroughagospd tract distributed
by us. Wetoiled aslaborersinour savior’svineyard. Unknownto uswe
created many meansthat led many to Christ.

How grest i sthisencouragement! How blessed isthe proclamation!
How joyful issuch visitation! God knowshow we can becomefruitful,
and accordingly he makes our successdirectly or indirectly ashefindsit
appropriate. All that we need to doistoleave our burdenin hishandsand
moveforward. We cannot imaginetheblissinvolvedin such surrender.

We arealso looking at anintelligent young man who captured the
truth of Christ through thetracts hereceived. Evenwithout an opportunity
to speak with any Christian, he could get all the knowledge and comfort
herequiredin hisnew faith, just through thetractshereceived.

Theresultsweremarvel ous. Theyoung manisgoingto sart preaching
to his own countrymen. Through the grace shown to him, and the
redemption granted him, hecan beaguide many seekers, if heissteadfast
inhisfath.

Heleft Cuttack on October 21% (1833) for hishome state. | sent one
Radhu to accompany him on hisjourney, as Purushotham wasvisiting
seekers from his own family and many others from Berhampur. He
(Purushotham) was extremely unhappy to part with thelocal Christians
who have been closeto himwhilein Cuttack. Hewasnot an ordinary run
of themill typeof Chrigtian. Hewill beunusually helpful toall Telugusin
the state and to the Coastal L ondon Missionary Society.” 2



A Priceless Gem

Asmentioned earlier, the OrissaGenera Baptist Missonary Society
saidthefollowing on Page 20 of their report: “ On close consideration of
theLondon Missionary Society’ smissionary |abor, they had God'sblessing
inwhichthey could bringin Purushotham, whoisaspricdessasthegemin
the mediatory crown of Lord Jesus. [report of the General Baptist
Missionary Society 1834 P. 20]. Purushotham, as appeared from the
preceding narrativeisagem added to the Savior’smediatory crown, by
thedivineblessing ontheefforts of the London Missionary Society.

Thefollowing factswerewritten covering thebaptismal ceremony of
Purushothamin thebook entitled “ Orissa, its Geography, History, Religion,
and Antiquity.”

Biography

Among those who joined the Church this year, 1833, the case of
Purushothamfrom Vizagisencouraging. Thisiswhatissaidinthesociety’s
report. “...Last year agood number of Hindusturnedto Christ and started
preaching and witnessing Christ facing al sortsof sorrow and suffering.
Among them Purushothamwasone.

He appearsto bethefirst of the labor of London Mission Society
missionaries. Thisyoung man hasdemonstrated hiswonderful conviction
and witness. In the past, hewas engrossed in blind ritualsand idol atry.
Whilehewasstill inthose hateful practices, he had aspiritual prompting
and awakening to seek thetrue Savior.

Hehappened to receiveatract earlier, heread it and threw it away.
Later he read three or four more. They showed him the means of
redemption. After some experiences and searching, he decided to be
Chrig’sdisciple. Themissionarieswhoinitiated thequest inhim died without
witnessing thefruit of their labor. Through the help of Army officias, he
was to be sent to Madras for getting baptized - about 400 KM away.
What apity that aHindu, wanting to become Chrigtian, cannot get intouch
with aclergyman within 300 kilometers! A deplorable state of affairs!
Shortage of Missionariesin India- how miserable! Thiszealous Hindu
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described his experiences how the savior took care of him, before he
couldjoinhisChrigtianfriends-

“Lord Jesusin hisunmerited gracel ooked upon meand hel ped meto
grow in faith and wisdom, though thismortal body kept mein sin and
darkness, and | wasfighting against Satan’sminions. But eventualy | got
thesavationfrom my great saviour.

Thisway, God rescued me from these two types of enemies. On
witness ng theinexplicable changein my faith, my closerelations, my
brother, mother, wife and friends started scoffing at me and hurting me.
Some rebuked, some scol ded, and some used sharp language. Sometried
to keep mebound. Othersteased mein several ways.

However, | was given poise and wisdom to stand upright without
fear and despair. All thiswasgiven to me by the Onewhom | recognized
asdivinemagterinwhom | had full confidenceand thereby ded with petience
and peace who were persecuting me. | steadied and separated myself
from those who were keen on hurting me. And | praisetheLordfor his
gracethat kept me going, kept me safefrom thosetrying to persecute me.?

Whilein the Christian fellowship in Cuttack, Purushotham wrotea
hymnabout hisspiritud gratification. Thiswasthefirg of hishymnswritten
100yearsago (from thetime of writing thisbiography i.e. 1903).

First Hymn About the Spiritual Experience

| found a hiding placein my Jesus Christ- My soul ascended my great

savior’s peak

1. My sinwas visited first- my heart confessed to all of them my
spirit lamented- a path found to dispel doubts.  #l found#

2. My ears heard the good news- foolish doctrines left and fled-
| got the virtuous Christian intercourse- myriad gods turned
into poison. #l found#

3. Faces of preachers of pain- turned away with great shame-folk
tales and myths ran away- my spirit yearning for purity-
hastened to Jesus' feet #l found#
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4. My heart found the deep mystery- boundless solid sin emptied
away- Jesus gave his life as a favor-with his death destroyed
heaps of my sin #l founo#

5. Deviousdoctrine of caste and creed died- diabolic demon’schains
loosened- exalted eternal peace of the cross bearer-came to roost
in my core #l found#

6. Desireto change othersinto my state- out of love for my fellows-
heart consecrated to God- changed soul found the heavens glory
#l founo#

7. Echoesand thuds of evil emotions- silenced and lost their charm-
dumb images crushed down- ways of all wisdom are but weak
earthen pots- sinful thinking lost its footing # found#

From the second verse of the Hymn, “1 got the virtuous Christian
intercourse,” we can understand that hewroteit while hewasin Cuttack
infellowship with the Christiansthere. ThiswasincludedintheAndhra
Chrigtian Hymnal asthe Centenary hymn.

Hereisasong about Hindu God Ramawritten about 1820 whilehe
was still aHindu following al rituals of “ Sandhyavandanam” (morning
prayers), Gayatri chantsand praising hisfavorite God.” Kali Mohanti
Deenabandhu PathaNaik, and Kali Mohanti KrishnaChandraPathaNaik
used to sing thisin Parlakimidi. Someof the stanzasaremissing here.

1. Considered you my father O Rama- you are my only way- doing
many rituals- in this human incarnation- | see no use.

2. Despite boundless hopes and empty expectations- not even a
piece of thread will come with us in death- dear children and
wife, hoarded riches- can they accompany in my eternal sleep?

3. Sxbodily traits persecute me- you did not come to my rescue-
am| yours or not? - extreme mischievous child | — crave your
abundant mercy.

4. Transcendent Srinivasa Varadacharya- trust in the succor of
the teacher’s feet and worship- and the teaching of the resident
deity of Madanapuri
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Theuncertainty of salvationinthishymn andtheassuranceseeninthe
previousone, are strikingly in contrast and are noteworthy. Purushotham
wrotethishymn having recognized the power behind Chrigt’ ssacrificeand
the unimaginableimpact of hisresurrection. Thereaders should compare
thiswiththeother hymnswritten by Purushotham and set their livesstraight.

Assaid earlier Purushotham turned to Christ on 6™ October 1833in
Cuttack, recelved theletter Rev Lacy wroteto Mgjor Brett, and travelled
for 20 days reaching Vishakhapatnam on 17" of the same year in the
month of November. Thisdateissupported by theletter writtento me by
Rev Young. Theletter Rev T. Baily wroteto me, support the date of baptism
as Oct 6" 1833.

It was sheer providence that Purushotham, our ancestor, 100 years
agowaswonderfully saved by Christ’ sredeeming work and received this
exceptional and auspicious status. Let us now see how God used his
unworthy servant inthewideand grest ministry of thegospd inthiscountry.

1. This copy of the Bible is now with the grandchildren of the author
of this book in Kakinada.

2. See Orissa and its Geography Satistics History Religion and
Antiquities by Andrew Serling Esq; late Persian Secretary to the
Bengal Government etc. P. 230.

3. Orissa, its Geography, Satitics...P. 230.
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Chapter 5

“1f they have persecuted me, they will also persecute you” - John
15:20

Purushotham’ svoluntary evangdismbegins, Missonary triptoMadras
withMgor Brett; Attempt tokill thepoet by anti-christian e ements;, Blows
of variouskinds;, Tripto Bellary; Long evangelistic tour.

First Evangelistic Service in Vishakhapatnam- Kicks and
Beatings

Thoughtired, with aface aglow with new life, our hero Purushotham
reached Vishakhapatnamin themonth of November, 1833. Hemet Mgor
Brett and gave himtheletter from Rev Lacy. Fromtheletter, Mgjor Brett
understood dl that took placein connectionwith Purushotham’sconversion
to Christ and the holy boldness he showed for Christ.

Brett thanked God and looked at Purushotham with joy and said,
“Rev Lacy writesthat the best thing for youisto take up preaching of the
gospel to the peopleinthisregion than ook for any other job. Andthat is
exactly my opinion, aswell. | will writeto Madrasto arrangefor asadary
foryou.”

Purushothamwith al senseof gratitude and contentment said, “Don'’' t
youworry sir, about any salary and al that. | amsingle, and all that | need
isfood and clothing. | don't need any salary assuch.” TothisBrett agreed
and said afew kind words by way of encouraging him. It isnothing but
sheer grace of God that aEuropean army official to havethiskind concern
towardsan ordinary Indian.

Though Purushotham did not speak English, he could managehis
afairswithwhitemenusing Hindi and Telugu.

Hedtarted hisevangelistic work in Vishakhapatnam and Srikakulam
and thevillagesaround them. Purushotham would stand up inthe midst of
thecrowd and preach Chrigt to them, who were anything but sympathetic
totheChrigianfaith.
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He preached in the streets and market places, where people chased
him angrily, beat him up and kicked him. At some places, they would
accept the Chrigtiantracts, and promptly tear them up to piecesand scatter
them on Purushotham’shead in mock blessing.

Remembering what Jesus said, “Men would persecuteyou asthey
persecuted me, and al so remembering aHindu aphorism: “the purpose of
our body isto be useful to others,” he managed to remain calm when
persecuted. He went on preaching and the seed fell into thorny bushesas
well ason good soil.

At onetime, three men seemed to have been convicted. Leaving their
religion, they took part in eating and other actswith Christiansand got
interested intheword of God, and read it. Surprisingly they turned from
Christian faith and went back to their past faith and life. Purushotham,
however, wasnot at all disturbed by thisset back, but went on preaching.

Missionary Trip to Madrasand Evangelism There

About thistime, Mg . Brett wastransferred to Madras. Purushotham
because of hiszeal, wasaccepted by Brett to betakenintotheyacht to go
to Madras. During the crossing, thewind was against them.

Later inlife Purushotham used to narrate thisordeal to hischildren.
For 18 days, they suffered, staying afloat, eating only biscuits, which
Purushotham was not accustomed to. He, however spent timereading the
Bible and said to Brett on one occasion, “How many wonderful things
thereareintheBible!” Tothat Brett’sencouraging responsewas, “ablind
man can see many wonderful thingsas hiseyesget opened.”

Atlast they reached Madrasafter voyaging 500 miles. They stayed
in Purusuwakkam. Purushotham stayed with Brett and went out alone
every day preaching inthe streetsand market placesof Madraswherefor
along time both Telugu and Tamil languages had been in use. Here
Purushotham met Rev. John Smith and Rev. W. H. Drew aong with other
Indian Christians. But Purushotham could not learn much about Christian
faith, because of thelanguagebarrier.
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Purushotham spoke about Christ to the Tel ugu speaking peoplewhile
inMadras. But unfortunately, people persecuted him and eventried tokill
him. We can gather thefollowing detailsfrom hisrecords.

Per secution at M adras

Oneeveningin Madras| was preaching at George Town squarefor
alongtimeand | thought that | should stop and get back to M ajor Brett
becauseit was getting late. Some young men who werelistening to me
suddenly got up and said, “Continue, don’'t stop.” Then| said, “Itisgetting
late, and | must go along way, | needtoleavenow.” Thenthey jJumped on
me, held mestrongly and tried to drag meinto aby lane. | shouted loudly
as| haveapremonition that they wereintent on hurting me.

Then suddenly two Tamil Christian young men came on the spot.
Therewas an exchange of words between them. The Tamil young men
triedtorescueme, butinvain. Thenthey said loudly, “if you don't release
him we would go and report to Major Brett and imagine what would
happento you then.”

People in the surrounding houses came out, chased the wicked
youngstersaway and saved me. Asl washurt inthestruggle, | wasunable
towalk. So, thetwo Christians carried meto Mgjor Brett’shouse. And |
thanked God for saving mefrom danger.”

Major Brett waswondering what had happened, as| wasnot home
yet. As he was waiting for me, the two youngsters carried me into his
presence. Hewas shocked on seeing meinthat condition. He heard from
thetwo young men what had happened to me. Intrue Christian spirit, he
decided not to take any revenge on those fanatics and spoke to
Purushotham consolingly.

Purushotham was not the typethat would lay hishand onthe plough
and turn back. Though the people of Madraswere against him, hewasfull
of compassion for them, like Paul, who showed compassion to thosein
Lystra. Though the Broadway crowd hurt him, Mount Road mob insulted
him, hewasnot at al intimidated.
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Hewrote thusabout theintolerance of the people of Madras. “ One
day | spokeinastreet, many gathered and heard me. But when | started
giving out tractstherewasastampede. They pushed me around, loosened
my ‘Dhoti,” plucked my hair, trampled on mewith their feet, pelted me
with stonesand pushed me dong the street calling mefoul names.

Someonefrom ahouse rushed out, shouting likeadevil, took hisfoot
ware to hit me on head, but by God’s grace he could not harm me. |
cannot write down the foul language they used. | spent three months
experiencing this sort of treatment in Madras. It wasterrible. But “No
servantisgreater than hismaster” (John 15:20). Dwelling on thewords of
Jesus, Purushotham wrote apoem on Christian virtues of poiseand long
aufferingintribulation.

Insults are good gifts

Abuses adornments

Hustling ornaments

Buffets pearly jewels

Curses fine garments

Laced with choicest perfumes
Kicks anointings and
Rebukes necklaces of gems

For the best of Christians

With their mind at rest

Series of calamities are likeriches
Snce Gods words nestlesinside

Scoffers taunt, cannot snuff
The Joy of the message in mind
Accuser s together persecute
Peace of mind is undisturbed
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Violent men chase and abuse
Comfort of heart stays intact
Presence of persecutors

Great riches of spirit never decrease

Who can rob the love and devotion of
Those that tasted the sweet grace of

The overlord of the unique heavenly joy
Jehovah the high God of unparalleled glory

Purushotham’s Trip to Belary

In1824, London MissoninIndiagtarted evangdismin ceded didtricts
starting from Bellary. Purushotham heard that acertain Missionary Rev.
Havd of theTelugu Churchof Belary could preachin Teluguandtherefore
hewanted to go to seehim. When he expressed hiswish, Mgor Brett said
hewould congider it. Brett wasaprayerful man; somebelieved that miracles
happened when he prayed.

Asthoughinresponsetotheir prayers, Rev John Hands happened to
goto Madrasfrom Bellary. Mr John Smith, Mr W. H. Drew and Major
Brett met Rev Hands and discussed the future of Purushotham. They
decided that it would be better for himto goto Rev John Reedsin Bdllary.
Mg or Brett gave everything needed for Purushotham for thejourney and
sent himon hisway.

At that time, therewas only arough army road -about 440 km long-
connecting Madras and Bangal oreand Bellary (but the present Railway
line between themisonly 307 kmlong). So Purushotham took that road
touching Arakkonam, Renigunta, Cuddapah, Gooty, Ananthapuram, and
Guntakal reaching Bellary (First rail road in Indiawas between Bombay
and Thanein 1853). When hemet Rev Reeds, hewasexceptionally kind
to Purushotham and wel comed him heartily. Purushotham had heard Rev
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Reed was extremely comfortablein using Telugu and learnt many new
thingsfromhim.

With afresh zeal, Purushotham started preaching the gospel to the
Telugu peoplearound there. He, on gppoi ntment supervised someschools
there. During thistime, he happened to get in touch with someimportant
Telugu Christian leaders such as Rev. Samuel, and catechist Burder.
Unfortunately, around thistime, Purushothamfell serioudy ill and stayedin
bed very weak. But Rev. Reed |ooked after him with fatherly care and
Purushotham got well soon.

Purushotham having tasted the saving grace of God, wasnow very
keen onleading hiswife, childand al hisfamily circletotheLord. Hedid
not thereforewant to stay at Bellary any longer but wanted to get back to
Vishakhapatnam. When he mentioned thisto Rev Reeds, hedid not like
theideaof Purushotham leaving Bellary. Onreflection, considering the
strong reasons Purushotham had intaking that decision, Rev Reedsagreed
and arranged for him to journey back to Vishakhapatnam.

Home Coming, The Great Gospel Trip, Reaching
Vishakhapatnam

When Purushotham accepted L ord Jesus ashissaviour, he started a
megamissionary journey covering 1300 milesfrom Cuttack to Bellary, via
Madras, preaching to thousands of Oriyaand Telugu speaking people.
And now on hisroute back there were so many townsand villageswith
peoplewho had not heard about Jesus.

With that zeal of Paul who said, “woeunto meif | don’t preachthe
gospel,” Purushotham left Bellary, and reached M achilipatnam touching
varioustownslike Guntakal , Ananthapuram, Madanapalli, Renigunta,
Gudur, Nellore, Kavali, Ongole, Guntur, Mangal agiri, Bezawada, and
Vuyyuru, preaching thegood newsand distributing tractsat al these places.
At severd places, hewasruddy insulted. While preaching at Mangaagiri,
wearetold that aBrahman family accustomed to hospitality, showed him
great kindness, receiving himwith al courtesy, decorating their housein
order to ceremonioudy recelvethe guest and gave him asumptuous mesdl.
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Onarriva at Machilipatnam Purushotham handed thel etter from Reedsto
Justice Watson. The judge was so kind that he gave Purushotham 20
rupees. Purushotham thanked him, and took |eave of him and continued
hisjourney to Vishakhapatnam touching Bhardrachalam via Eluru for
minigry.

He continued preaching in towns of Rajamundry, Samalkot,
Kakinada, Pithapuram and other villages covering nearly 1000 miles. At
Vishakhapatnam, Purushotham stayed with MsHelen Knott'ssoninlaw,
Captain Richardson asaguest for 8 months, preaching at various places.
Inabrief period of 18 months, Purushotham covered nearly 3000 miles
onamissionary journey which exceeded that of Paul.

During that time, there were no protestant mission stationsin this
region up to Cuttack except at Madras and Bellary. And it appearsthat
Purushotham wasdivinely appointed asatravellingmissionary.

On 9" June 1834, the Baptist missionary a Srirampur, William Carey
passed away and therewas aneed for poet cum writer cum preacher like
Purushotham. Inthebook” Chrigtianity inIndia,” on page89, we can seeit
recorded how different missionsestablished themselvesat severd places:
in 1840 at Nellore, in 1837 at Narsapur, in 1841 at Machilipatnam, in
1842 at Guntur, in 1844 in Ragjamundry, in 1880 at Hyderabad, and in
1874 at Kakinada

Our hero, Purushotham, in comparison with these mission
establishments, wasway ahead of themintermsof bothtimescaleaswell
asgeographical reachin our country.

Gospel Preaching to Blood Relations

Purushotham, like apostle Paul, wasintensely zealousfor hisblood
relationsto comeinto Chrigtian faith and he preached to dl of themwith al
sncerity. But they looked down upon him asan untouchableand an outcaste.
Their contempt for him and his new-found faith was so strong that they
served himfood near the dung hegpsand other dirty placesoutside houses.
Where ever he stepped, they thought the place was contaminated and
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therefore needed ceremonia cleansing, whichthey promptly did. He had
thegrace of God to comfort himself by taking all their insultsasif they
werewedding feasts.

Hehired ahouse around thistime at M adanapuram and from there
preached covering thetownslike Saravakote, Tembur, Tilar, Urlam, and
Parlakimidi. In response to these insulting experiences, he wrote the
following hymntowardstheend of 1834 comforting himsdlf.

Boldnessin the Lord Jesus Christ

What if the world belittles you- what isit to you? — When Christ
who makes sinners holy- for you, built a heavenly abode?

1. Who will take you to the other side of the endless sea of
mortality- who will douse the wrath that ignite the conflagration
of hell- who will establish your heart in knowing divine meaning
of the eternal salvation- only the incarnate merciful one Christ
who gave his life for you- bestowing divine favour.

2. Who will turn your mind around going towards evil time and
again- who will kick and punish Satan and extend a helping
hand to you- Who will break the thorn of death planting comfort
in your soul and pronounce his loving kindness- the sweet name
of Christ who suffered on the hill outside Jerusalem

3. Who will release your heart from grief and endless strife- who
will give you peace and prod you saying ‘thisis the way to
heaven’ - who will utter soothing words of everlasting fellowship,
promising never to leave you- who will day by day make you
glad- Gentle Christ according to scriptures aiming to make
you an inhabitant of the heavenly realm.

Two yearsearlier Purushotham’swife Radhamani had secretly told
himthat shewould liketo becomeaChristian and infact shewaswillingto
follow her husband in hispreaching mission. But shewasnot bold enough
to cut hersdlf off fromthefamily and casteand told her husband“ Sir, | am
not able to come with you at present.” Purushotham therefore left her
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thereand went to Srikakulam. Hemet akind British Engineer by name
Armstrong and stayed with him. Withinacoupleof daysArmstrong received
aletter from Captain Richardson.

Arrival of J. W. Gordon

Captain Richardson saidinthat | etter that Rev Gordon, amissionary
from London has arrived eight days earlier and was eagerly waiting to
meet Purushotham. Armstrong told Purushotham about the contents of
that | etter. Purushotham wasvery happy, left promptly for Vishakhapatnam
and met Rev Gordon.

A Split in the Joint Family

Let usnow turnto theinteresting episodein Purushotham’sfamily.
Purushotham’selder brother Jagannath Chowdhary |eft thejoint family in
Madanapuram and started living at another town by himself. After
Purushotham’ sdeparture, therewas some political unrestin Parlakimidi.

Under Genera Taylor’'s Command, the 21t Battalion arrived at
Parlakimidi, between 16" and 18" January 1834. About 8 miles away
from Parlakimidi intheregion of river Vamsadhara, rebel leaders Tati
Raju, Sardar Jogi Raju, Sardar Fakir Rgju, Savara Gurnel and others
tried to attack the British army near Akulatampara, Valada, Bhamini, and
Labha

Generd Taylor and Hon' ble George Edward Rasool fought withthe
rebel hoardswho joined forcesin rebellion, on January 30", 1834 inthe
morning with canons, and subdued them. Subsequently, that year onthe
12" April, Sardar Fakir Raju decided to take sideswith the British and
betrayed therebels. Akulatampararegion which had been confiscated was
given back after obtaining permission from the Government and Court of
Wards, to therebelson 9" December 1834. Thiswasrecorded in Russel’s
report no. 24 P 64 and 65.

After the battle, the Government held aroyal meeting at Lakshmi-
narasapuram, to which Jagannath Chowdhary wasinvited. Fakir Rgju,
who happened to attend that meeting heard Jagannath sing and was
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fascinated by hismellifluousvoice. Fakir Raju spoketo him with great
affectionin Oriyaand said, now that the government has given back the
confiscated region, hewould liketo keep Jagannath’s sons as stewards
and entrust landsto them. Jagannath wasvery pleased at the offer and | eft
M adanapuram probably towardsthe end of 1834 or in the beginning of
1835taking hiswife, Rekhamani Chudharani, first born AppadaNarasmha
Chowdhary, last son Gopinath Chowdhary, and his daughter Bhanumati
Devi. Heleft behind in Madanapuram his other sons, Chakrapani, and
Adinarayana. Thus, the departure of Jagannath’s family to
Parnasagarapuram created asplit; however, resulted in someinteresting
spiritual benefits. The readers would later see the ministry done by
Purushothamthere.

<
<
o
o
<
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Chapter 6

Resuming preaching with Rev Gordon at Vishaphapatnam; Great
sacrificeof Radhamani Devi; Second trip to Cuttack; Radhamani accepting
Chridianity.

“ Now separate to me Baranbas and Saul for the work to which
| have called them.” Acts 13:2

We have already read that Rev. James Dawson died in 1932. Three
years later Rev J. W. Gordon of London Missionary Society came to
Vishakhapatnam asamiss onary. Gordon’ smessage sent through Armstrong
brought Purushotham to Vishakhapatnam. Gordon and Purushotham were
so loving and kind to each other, they naturally made awonderful team
and started gospel work like Barnabas and Paul. What alink between
Vishakhaand London! God'spurposesand plansareinconceivable. There
was alot of scope for gospel work in Telugu speaking regions of the
country. It was sheer providence, they got teamed up for thejob at hand.

Earlier on, withthefinancia support fromtheLondon Mission, twelve
schoolswere started with 500 students, with Hindu teachers, under the
supervisonof Mgor Brett. With Purushotham at hand, Rev Gordon asked
him to oversee the schools aswell as to propagate the gospel. In fact,
Gordon wanted to arrangefor aregular salary for him. But Purushotham
washot at al interested in any salary and said ashewassingle, hewould
not need morethan two annas (12 paise) and four pai se according to the
expenditure of those days, as he told earlier to Mgor Brett. Some
discussion ensued. And finally, Purushotham’s decision was accepted.
However, they preached the gospel together for about oneyear with one
accord.

In 1835 Purushotham went to a place about 80 miles away from
Vishakhapatnamto vigt hisfamily. By then, hismother had passed away.
Asaresult of fervent prayer of Purushotham, MrsKnott and Major Brett
Purushotham’ swife Radhamani Devi, daughter of Babu Raghunathpal
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Mohanti dared to believein Christ. Therelatives as usua continued to
abuse Purushotham and discriminate onthebasis of religion.

Around thistime, something very significant happened at noon on
22" December that year. Purushotham got ready to go somewhere and
waswaiting for aservant to join him sitting on themud bench outside his
house. As arranged, Mrs. Radhamani Chaudhurani arrived there fully
decked out wearing aydlow sari, dl her jewdlery, particularly thejingling
anklets. Totopit al, sheworethe sapphiredot on her forehead that shone
likethefull moon, the symbol of statusasamarried woman and feminine
prosperity.

The situation was so conspicuous because it was forbidden for a
family woman to appear in public, that too talking to her husband out on
thestreet. She, being aperson who had never been out in sunshine, stood
thereinfront of Purushotham likeashining sword drawn out of itsshesth.
Havingwalked out of her houseall done, shestood infront of Purushotham,
bowed down her head and said in Oriyalanguage, “My master, what an
awful experience you are passing through! | am aware of the way my
family ispersecuting you, which | cannot tolerateany longer. | haveaccepted
Lord Jesusasmy saviour just asyou have. L et usgo away from hereand
| am ready now to go with youwherever it takes.”

Attracted by thisunusua scene on the street- afamily womantalking
to her husband in the open- men and women gathered in alarge crowd.
Somefarm hands choseto stay back and watch the devel opmentsinstead
of going to their harvesting work in the fields. Among the crowd was
Radhamani’smother Lavanyavathi, her brothers Bhaskar M ohanti, and
Rajamohan M ohanti and many other relatives. They al raised arumpus.

Oneof thebrotherscried, “ Radhamani, your husband hasn’t come
to our house, but you went out to hiswithout telling any of us. How dare
you do this! We are arespectable family. You trampled on our family
reputation by making asceneonthe street here.”

Radhamani answered softly but firmly, “Brother, | have beeninyour
housewithout seeing my husband for two yearsand ahalf. Because | was
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not bold enough, | did not go with him eventhough he called meanumber
of timesand you are quite aware of that. Now | have made up my mind.
Whatever way he chooses| will follow him. You cannot stop me. | don't
need your caste and religiousrituals. | give up al that. If my husband
becomesaking, | anaqueen, if hebecomesabeggar, | becomeone. So,
permit meto go with my husband.”

Deeply disturbed by thesewords, her brother said, “ Dear sister, is
thereany shortage of food or clothing whileyou arewith us?Now | am
evenwillingto giveout avillageto you to administer, you canliveonthe
revenueit brings, but don’t chooseto go for that untouchablefood and
life”

Tothat Radhamani said, “ Brother, | am sureyou can givemeadl that
and much more, but you can never givememy husband. Imaginewhat the
society will think of meif | stay back alone. | am going, do not try to stop
rm”

Listening to all thisemotionally charged exchange of words, her
brothers, relatives and everyone gathered there were moved and some
even started to cry. Suddenly her brother produced a small knife and
threatened to stab himself if shechoseto go. Radhamani saw that it was
merely aploy towin her over. So shesaid, “I cannot help you brother, if
you choosetokill yourself. Thereisnothing | cando. | takeleave of you.
Whereismy daughter Santi?Giveher tome, | angoing.”

On hearing this, ahuge lament went up among the men and women
among the group of relatives. Their cry of anguish was heard from afar
off. Someone had hidden the daughter, thinking that Radhamani will stay
back for her ske. Pushing asidethetraditiona propriety and family prestige,
Radhamani walked through the crowdsto her husband, who waswaiting
for her, dl settotrave. Shetold him that someone had hidden their daughter.
Purushotham replied, “ Don’t youworry dear, they will bring thechildtous
before we cross the village border or else, they will appear before the
courtin Srikakulam.” Shereplied, “So, let usgo” andthey started walking.
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Every one gathered there was surprised at her resolute will. Not
even a hint of thought seemed to occur to Purushotham regarding the
property hewasgoing to leavefor good. The couplewho had lived apart
for two yearsand ahalf, are now together and Purushotham rediscovered
in Radhamani thelegendary roleof avirtuouswife- who must beamaidin
serving, aminister in advising, an angel inlooks, mother earthin showing
patience, amother inlong suffering- dl rolled into one.

Purushotham felt extremely thankful to God for bringing hiswifeinto
Christian faith and making her aco-believer. They both started to walk
aong theroad with the servant leading the way. We do not know whether
it was because of the harvesting season, or the villagers were against
Purushotham’s new found faith, no one offered them abullock cart for
transport. Radhamani with her head covered went behind her husband.
Relatives and others cried al oud. Even before the couple walked about
ten yards someone handed over Shanti, their daughter to them.

It waslate in the afternoon. The sun started to set with saffron and
vermilion hueson theforehead of the evening sky. The splendour of the
setting sun reflected on the yellow saree worn by Radhamani- agrand
display of light and colour. Someonewicked shouted aloud, “L ook at the
woman who isgoing into the burning pit along with her dead husband!”
With all that happenedin Madanapuram village, Purushotham penned the
fallowinghymn.

Comeye, oh people, come dear ones, to the eternal and excellent
salvation- having considered the pros and cons come boldly to join
the path to Christ.

1. Shunning all misgivings, cometo find Christ who has given up his
life for us, out of mercy that knew no bounds, to save us, come to
serve him.

2. Commissioned by God to bear our sins, taking the form of man,
performing marvellous deeds and going to the cross, cometojoin
that great one.
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3. Christ the strong benefactor, has cut down the burden of sinners,
in great patience he came alongside of them, bearing their curse
to save them.

4. Boastings of the vile flesh, harms the soul, know that the flesh is
fleeting, shedding your desires of the body, cometo see our Christ

5. The omnipresent, formless pure spirit, the only master of men,
the lone mediator between mortals and God, come to see the one
who came as the saviour.

6. Who is sinless among men, and blameless? Sruggling intheir
mundane frustrations, lacking wisdom, all of you come

Whilethey walked along, Purushotham felt happy at the strength of
convictionin hiswife, and went on teaching her about thefutility of all
ornaments, upon which she promptly removed the jewelsincluding the
bangleswhichthetraditiona Hinduwomen consder sacred. Shethuslearnt
afew spiritualy sgnificant points.

Asyou read this, | am sure you are reminded of John Bunyan’s
Pilgrim’s Progress, where the Christian walks away from the city of
destruction. As Christ said, “L et the dead bury their dead. You follow
me.” Thetwo pilgrims, Purushotham and Radhamani took uptheir individua
crossesandfollowed their Saviour. It gppearsasthoughthey aredtill snging
that song asthey did on that day in Madanapuram, for us Telugu people
NOW.

On 23" December, our two pilgrimsaong with their daughter reached
Srikakulam, stayed therefor four daysreflecting ontheir future.

Therewereafew Indian Christian women in the local discussion
group at Cuttack. Radhamani was not comfortablewith Telugu language.
So, shewanted to find an Oriya speaking group. Purushotham felt the
same. After some correspondence with Rev Gordon and other friends,
Purushotham aong with hisfamily left Srikakulamfor Cuttack in January
1836. Thefact that arich and traditional Indian lady converting to Christ
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and coming to Cuttack filled the hearts of themissionariesand thoseinthe
Chrigiancircleswithjoy.

Radhamani learnt alot of spiritual truthsat Cuttack fellowship and
wanted to be baptized. And shewas duly baptized on 3" April 1836 by
the OrissaBaptist Missionary Rev. Amos Sutton. Thefollowing account
waswritteninthe Annua Report of the General Baptist Mission—June
30, 1837:

“Thisyoung lady, receiving Christ asher Saviour at atimewhenthere
iIsashortage of evangelists, isvery comforting. Sheisdeeply convicted
and has openly accepted Jesus as her Saviour. She hastravelled for 20
days to come here and declared her faith. What a surprise! What
commitment for awoman caught in atraditional and ritualistic frame, to
comeout into theopen declaring her faithin Jesus, issingularly marvellous.
Sheisexemplary not only to her family members, but alsoto many.”

Aroundthistime, Rev Sutton having married an Americanlady, had
toleavefor America. He shared hisconcern and scopefor evangelismin
Andhraregionwith hisfriendsthere. Andin responseto Sutton’ sapped,
Rev S. S. Day was sent to India, by theAmerican Baptist Mission. This
wasreported in“the Enterpriser.”

1. Report of the General Baptist Missionary Society 1837, page 15.

74



Chapter 7

And | thank Christ Jesus our Lord who has enabled me, because
He counted me faithful, putting me into the ministry. 1 Timothy 1: 12

Anointment; First adminidrativepositionin Orissa; Evangdismunder
the care of Judge Storey; First helpertoRev S. S. Day.

Purushotham Receiving Anointment- Plan of Action

After his wife's baptism Purushotham prepared to leave for
Vishakhapatnam, but the missionariesat Cuttack did not want to part with
him. Consequently, the couple stayed back at Cuttack. Inrecognition and
appreciation of Purushotham’szedl for Christ, themissionariesdecided to
appoint him asan evangelist. So, on Sunday 24th April 1836, after the
Church service, threemissionaries|aid handson him and consecrated him
asan evangdigt. At the sametime Babu Doyithari Naik, whowould | ater
become Purushotham’ srel ative was al so dedlicated.

Regarding this, the OrissaBaptist Mission Report said thefollowing:
“All concerned were extremely pleased to witnessthe anointing of the
competent indigenous missionariesfor the second time. The consecration
serviceof Doyitari Naik and Purushotham separated them for theLord's
service. This took place on the day of our Lord (April 24™) 1836,
immediately after the Cuttack Conference. Sutton read out the scripture,
prayed dedi cating the two men, and entrusted them with thelord’ swork
from 1 Timothy chapter 4. W. Brown spoke afew words of introduction
in Oriyaand said the closing prayer. Ramachandrasaid the opening prayer
and hel ped the 3 missionaries- Brown, Sutton and Noel at the dedication
ceremony.

The nativeworship sessonwasheldin Oriya. The conferencewas
excellently organized and wonderfully timed. May the Indian brothers
witness many such dedication ceremonies. Now the Society has four
anointed preachers.”
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Purushotham Goesto Berhampur asthe First Auxiliary
Missionary

The English Baptist missionaries wanted to start their work at
Berhampur in Ganjam district. So, they appointed Rev W. Brown as
missionary and Purushotham as an auxiliary missionary. Purushotham
thereforemoved with hisfamily to Berhampur. Asaresult of histeaching,
an OriyaBrahmin called Balgji Sahu and hiswifeturnedto Christ. His
family, gtill remainsinthe Church. AsRev Brown had to moveto Calcuita,
Purushotham took Rev Brown's place and started evangeli zation around
Berhampur and Balgji Sahu*worked ashisassistant.

At that time, thedistrict Collector of Ganjam named Stevens Esg.
wasadevout Christian. On hearing about Purushotham and Balgji, he
sent anote asking Mrs Brown to send thetwo gentlemento him. It wasa
welcomeinvitation and they both travelled about 10 milesand reached
Seetharampalli, a so known as Chatrapuram.

They met the Collector camping there. The Collector asked after
their welfare and revealed hisintention to them saying in chaste Telugu,
“Both of you, with your familiescomeand stay with me. Fourteen Kodu
(name of atribal group) young boyskept to be sacrificed to their Gods,
were rescued by the government and they are now under my care. Mr
Balgji Sahu, | will entrust themto your care. Mr Purushotham, you can
preachtothe Telugu and Oriyaspesking peoplelivinginthevillagesaround.
I will meet all the needs of your families. | will construct good housesfor
you. | will aso construct aPrayer Hall for your worship. | will send for
tracts, booksand al thethingsthat you need from Madras. If any of your
relativesconvert to Chrigtianity, | will arrangefor their housing and provide
themwith employment asper their qudifications. Therefore, pleasecongder
my request and cometo me.”

Purushotham and Sahu knew beforehand that thiswhite man was
God-fearing. For thetimebeing, they did not giveany word to the Collector
but took leave of him, saying that they would think over and get back to
himwithinfour days. They stayed for the night and set out for their homes
inthemorning. That very night, something dreadful happened. The Collector
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died of acute diarrhoeathat very night at 12. They heard this shocking
newsfrom MrsBrown as soon asthey reached and were bewildered by
theuncertainty of humanlife.

Invitation from Justice Storey

Justice E. Story wasthe civil sessions Judgein Srikakulam at that
time. He happened to hear about Purushotham through thearmy officials
and wroteto Purushothamto bewith himin Srikakulam and dotheLord's
work. Purushotham wrote about thisto the missionariesin Cuttack and
took their approval . Hewent to Srikakulam with hisfamily and Balgji and
hisfamily, along with the Kodu Children from Chhatarpur. All of them
stayed with Justice Storey for sometime, preaching around Srikakulam.

One-day Judge Storey offered Purushotham an important job in East
IndiaCompany, that of officer in-chargefor the accountsinthe court with
ahefty sdary. Purushotham politely turned it down like M osesconsidering
preaching Christ moreimportant than all thewedlth of Egypt. | heardthis
from James Chinnaiah, rdative of Purushotham’sdaughter MarthaBurder,
when | went to Cuttack in 1902.

Careof MeriaChildren

We have already read about the children bel onging to Kodu tribe.
TheKodu peoplelivedintheforest region of Ganjamdidtrict. It wastheir
practiceto offer their children assacrificeto two demonic goddessescalled
Burapennu and Tarapennu.

The government would rescue the children from their captorsand
hand them over to themissonariesfor safe custody. Someof theserescued
boysbelieved in Jesusand werethusattained liberty of the soul too. The
Kodu tribe a so kidnapped children of other tribesfor sacrifice. These
childrenarecalled‘MeriaChildren.” Such childrentoo cameto know the
L ord Jesusthrough Purushotham. Some of the progeny of these children
aredtill amongus.

Therewas another providentia aspect that brought Purushothamto
Srikakulam at that time. TheAmerican Telugu Baptist Missionwanted to
gart their ministry in Andhraregion with Rev Samuel S. Day astheir first
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missionary. He arrived in Vishakhapatnam on 7" March 1836. Hewas
with Rev J. W. Gordon assisting him in holding English worship service.
Because there were over ahundred Indian girls, Mrs Gordon and Mrs
Porter started aboarding facility for thegirls.

That very year, thefirst Andhra Christian Church building came up
and aprinting presswas established in Vishakhapatnam. Therewere about
150 children attending Sunday School classes. The booklet “ Testing the
Vdidity of CasteRituals,” must have been printed at thistime'. Rev Day
did not want to stay in such adevel oped place, and wanted to stay ina
placewheretherewereno missionaries. Thus, hemoved 70 milesaway
tothebanksof river Nagavadi, with hisfamily and started |earning Telugu
language. Rev K anakai ah had thisto say:

Evangelism with Rev Day

“ At that time, Purushotham wasvery helpful to both Rev Day and
Rev Gordon, establishing schoolsand evangelising around Srikakulam.
Thiswas stated by Purushotham himself. Asthere were no road ways,
they werecarriedin chair boxesby menand their belongingsby bullocks.”2

Thisway Purushotham was used by the L ord to bethefirst hel per to
the Telugu Baptist Mission. Rev F. W. Armstrong said, “ Thefirst preacher
who wasraised up inthe American Baptist Telugu Missionto assist their
pioneer Missionary Rev Day?. Around that time ayoung boy by name
Venkata Prasada Pathanaik attended the Sunday school started by Mrs
Day. Influenced by her and later by Purushotham, the boy got strengthened
inhisfaith, threw away hissacred thread and got baptized during thetime
of Rev Dawson. And thisyoung boy was none other than Josiah Burder.
Thisnamewas adopted by thisboy because Josiah Burder washisfoster
parent.

TheAmerican Baptistsdid not enjoy thefruitsof MrsDay’sministry.
Patnaik who took the name of Josiah Burder worked as a preacher in
London Missionfor alongtimeand wascalledin 1874 to bethe pastor of
Kakinada Church. After his conversion to Christ, Josiah married
Purushotham’s second daughter Mary Sundari. American Baptist Misson
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may not have known that thishad happened during Rev Days time. “You
sow, but who knowswhowill reap?’

Rev. Day, somehow did not consider Srikakulam as his permanent
missionfield. Hethereforeleft it on 7" March and arrived in Madrasand
started hismissionary servicethere.

Onthebanksof Nagavali near Srikakulam, there wasamansion.
We can never imagine how many timesin that mansion Rev Day, Justice
Storey, their familiesand Purushotham must have prayed for the salvation
of the peopleof that region! We can seethefruitsof their prayerstoday.

1. TheHistory of Telugu Mission (Lone star) P. 28.
2. Canadian Mission Report for 1877.
3. The first quinquennial Report of A. B. M. and C. B. Missions.P.6
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Chapter 8

Arriva a Berhampur; Hatred of thesoldiersfor Chrigtianity; Extensive
gospel preaching tours; Comfort of European Friends; Meetingwith Mrs
Helen Knott again.

“1 am not ashamed of the gospel.” Rom 1:16.

After Rev W. Brown’s departure, there were no missionaries at
Berhampur. The missionariesat Cuttack decided on Rev |saac Stubbins
asamissionary to Berhampur, and Purushotham ashishel per. They wrote
to Justice Story about their decision and asked him to send back
Purushotham. Justice Story sent not only Purushotham and hisfamily, but
a so Sahu and hisfamily and the 14 Meriachildren along with necessary
help, to Berhampur which was 80 miles away from Srikakulam. At
Berhampur two languageswerein use- Telugu and Oriya.

At that time, it was acantonment area. Even though the appointed
missionary wasyet to reach Berhampur, Purushotham started preaching
there. After acouple of dayson arrival, Purushotham and Balgji Sahu
went to the market town between Berhampur and Bahapuram to preach
Chrig.

Some soldiersgathered around and listened to them. But somewicked
onessaid“ Arethesetwo not thieves? Did they not kidnap childrengiving
them sweets? Yes, you are indeed those thieves. Now we have caught
you. We will take you to the police station. Come!” Saying this, they
grabbed the two evangelists by force shouting “L ook, we caught the
thieves! Some shouted “ bind them!” Some said “ beat them!” The mob
handled them roughly pulling them and pushing them, plucking their hair.
They dragged them to Bahapuram police station.

The policeofficer wasrather kind to them and asked Purushotham,
“Who areyou, why did the soldiersbring you here? What haveyou done?’
Purushotham and Ba gji recalled theeventsof Lord Jesushaving to stand
before Filot and Paul before Roman officids. They and told the officer that
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they were preaching Christ. Then the police officer looked at the soldiers
serioudy and sadfirmly, “Thesemenarenct thieves. They areonly preaching
their faith. You brought thesetwo menwilfully, though you know fully well
they areinnocent. Releasethem.” When the officer said that, somewicked
soldiersshouted back at him likethe Jewsof Jesus' timewho shouted at
Rilate, “ Crucify him! Crucify him!” Thismadethe peaceful officer rattled.
He told them “You will not heed my words, so let us go to my higher
officer.”

Heled the two to the Subedar’s house nearby. When the Subedar
heard what had happened, herebuked the soldiers severely in anger and
said, “don’'t you know that preacherslikethisarewith Church priests. If
youdon't clear theplacequickly, | will takeyou to the Colond for suitable
actionagainst you.” At this, the crowd dispersed. Then helooked at the
two tormented preachers and told them gently to go back home.

Tothisthetworeplied, “ Sir, it isgetting dark. Thewicked men may
attack usagain. So, kindly giveusescort.” The officer arranged acouple
of soldiers on security duty to accompany the preachers. On the way,
somewicked soldiers surrounded them, pulled off their clothesand hair,
and started kicking them. Someonekicked Balgji so hard that hefell down
crying“Oh, | amdead!” The escorting soldiersdrove the mob away and
lifted Balgji up. The soldierswalked with them until they moved out of the
army lines. Balgji, infact was not badly hurt, but he cried and fell to the
ground just to avoid more seriousinjury.

Rev Isaac Subbins Arrival

Whenthetop officersof the Battalion heard about what persecution
the sol diers subjected Purushotham and hisassociate, they sent out serious
warningsto dl theconcerned withingtructionsnot to meddiewith Chrigtian
preaching. Thenon, no onedaredto do anything againgt Christian activities.
Our two preacherswere extremely happy with thewarning sent out. On
6" March 1838, the missionary | saac Stubbinsarrived at Berhampur and
stayed therefor Syears.
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Baptist Church at Berhampur Established

A Telugu man namely Aaron was converted to Christianity those
days. Alongwith him, Bagi Sahuand hiswife, With Purushothamand his
wife, their eldest daughter Shanti Kumari Chowdhary who took baptism
by that time, four foreigners, atota of 8 people, Rev Stubbinsestablished
Berhampur Baptist Church on April 1% 1838. Purushotham wasinitially
madethefirst Deacon and later hetook over theadministrativeaswell as
clerica respongbilitiessuch asconducting the Lord’ s Supper and Baptisms.

Purushotham and Stubbinswent around thewholedigtrict of Ganjam
preaching the good newsto hundredsand thousandsof people, distributing
gospel tracts. Every year in the month of June, at the Chariot festival,
Purushotham would travel long distancesto be present at Puri Jagannath,
where hewould distributetractsboldly and openly. Thefield of operations
wasgeographicaly very largeand therewerenobicyclesor motor vehicles.
They would walk thedistance with aservant hel ping or onabullock cart.

Itisamatter of interest that during those dayson August 9 1839,
John McLaurinwasborninAnved, Ontario in Canada. The aphorism-
“Hard work would surely yield fruit,” wasamply proved in thegrowth of
the Church membership.

Atthat time PrafullaK umari, Purushotham’ sadopted sister, lost her
husband. Both Purushotham and hiswife prayed for her salvation. Prafulla
moved from Parlakimidi to Berhampur to livewith her brother’ sfamily.
Oneday in 1840, as Rev Stubbins was preaching, Purushotham to his
greet surprise, henoticedtearsrolling downthePrafulla scheeks. Al present
acknowledged that there was God' smiracul ous presencein that meeting.?
Later, Prafullawas established inthe Lord, becameastaunch believer and
joined the Berhampur Church. At that time, Purushotham baptized six
people.

Considering the stressand strain involved in Purushotham’swide
evangdistictravelsonfoot, Rev Stubbins, out of hisnatural generosity,
got him a horse and took care of his maintenance as well. While
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Purushotham and Radhamani wereliving in Berhampur, they had ason
and named him David Chowdhary and three daughters- Mary Sundari,
MarthaManorama, and Helen Hemangini. Rev Stubbinsin hisreport
(1839) said thefollowing about Purushotham:

“Mr Purushotham is known by al to be aman of honour as an
individua and asaChristian. Heiswidely acknowledged asan exemplary
man. Purushotham isextremely helpful to meinmy travelsaswell asmy
missionary service. | thereupon gave a testimony many times about
Purushotham'’sinterestsand activities, and hisconcern for the spreading
of the gospel. Concerning the personal behaviour and conversations of
Purushotham and Balgji, | can see that they are men after God's own
heart. Purushothamisaskilful and agodly preacher, awonderful man.”

Inthe samereport MsKirsman says, “ Last week, Purushothamwas
in Cuttack. | couldn’t meet him because he had left Cuttack for Berhampur
before| reached Cuttack. He appearsto beagodly man. Themessage he
gave on Sunday was very brief. | am extremely happy about the holy
bol dnessand intense perception of Gangadhar’sand about Purushotham’s
tender loveandtenacity of purpose.”

Many in the East India Company had love and respect for
Purushotham. So, Justice Story, Collector Mr Konvoy, Captain Milher
and MrsHelen Knott together arranged for the construction of ahouse
withtiled roof for Purushothamin Berhampur. Ashewas settling there, his
elder brother Jagannath Chowdhary claimed that Purushotham must pay a
loan amount of 120 rupeesto settleafamily liability asamember of the
undivided family. Justice Story and Mgjor Brett, then at Madrastogether,
paid off the debt.

Five years|ater, before leaving for England, Rev Stubbins made
arrangements for Purushotham to look after the Church matters in
Berhampur. Later, when Rev Henry Wilkinson came to Berhampur,
Purushotham joined himin preaching for acoupleof years.
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A Visit to Calcutta

WhenMrsKnoitt arrived in Srikakulam from Molman, shewanted to
vigt Purushotham’sfamily. So, she sent abox cart for them and they visited
her and stayed with her for afew days. Therehhelearned to read and write
Bengali which isconsidered sister language of Oriya. There he made
friendswith some Christians. Helen Knott was so loving towards them
that she gave her name Helento the youngest daughter of Purushotham.

When Purushotham'’ sel dest daughter reached marriageableage, they
gave her in marriage to abeliever from Cuttack by name Ghanasyama
Babu. Hewasthe son of Doyitari Naik.

1. Balaji Sahu died on 3rd June 1875.
2. Mission report 1840.



Chapter 9

Our pilgrims overcome Apollyon after being injured; Excellent
experienceof thewisdomof heart, and streamsof devotedness penned
intheformof Hymns.

“Lest | should be exalted ... a thorn in the flesh was given to
me.” 2 Cor 12: 7

“My grace is sufficient for you, for my strength is made perfect
in weakness.” 2 Cor 12:9.

The Pilgrim’s Enemy

“Agony followsecstasy.” Thegphorism proved truein thetriumphant
journey of our Christian pilgrim Purushotham. Having run amissionary
race so wonderfully for 10 years, Purushotham had to face the vicious
arrowsof Satanin 1844. Theangel of darknessApollyon shot arrows of
temptation at him and grievoudly injured him. He had to check hisfull
armour of God for sometimeand withstood the attack. Hedescribed this
experience and how he managed to get out of it:

“I'amlivingin Berhampur spendingtimeinLord sservice. | painfully
realized how Satan would be on your heelsto trip you over just to show
that you cannot truly work for the Lord. Satan promptly harped on the
fleshly desresinmeand | fdll intosin. My fall wasboth degp and dreadful.
Because | wasnot cautious, Satan camelikearoaring lion to devour me.
Because | gave room to Satan, he came into me. My minds' eye was
closed and | fell into the deep, dark pit of sin.”

Though heféell into sin, by thepower of God'sgrace, hewasableto
get out of it through genuinerepentanceasitissaid “ Repentance alone
purifies.” We can understand thisthrough the hymnshewrote around that
time
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Pilgrim’s Fight

Duringthespell of Purushotham’ stemptation, Wilkinson remained
50 kind and understanding. But Purushotham felt extremely uncomfortable
inspirit to bewith him, because of hissinful experience. Hetherefore
went to the Cantonment areain Cuttack hiding himself in thelow-lying
areas near the banks of River Katjodi. He spent days without end in
praying, crying, prostrating beforethe Lord. Oneday hidinginacavehe
wrotethefollowing hymnsand poemson repentance.

Song of Repentanceand Sorrow

Saveme Master Christ- have mercy on me- | approach you saying
your feet alone are my refuge.

1. Saveto my worthless bodily passions- full of woe | fell into
grief- heap of my sinsgrow as | dig deep- | got tarnished in this
manner- oh what can | do!

2. Having a shameless mind, devoid of devotion towards you- |
have done many appalling deeds- hand in hand with the king of
demons- | did hisworks and thus fell into sinful life.

3. Lacking in fortitude, not an iota of truth in me- | became an
expert in uttering falsehoods- straying from the straight path- |
fell speedily into the grievous dark pit of sin, woe unto me!

4. On the brink of reaching you, eternal bliss at hand- many
accusations beset me- you gave my heart confidence, to overcome
despair-rescued me from all dangers- oh, how | praise and adore
youl!

From Pancha chamara Poems
Filgrim’sLament
Not fixing my eyes firmly on Jehova
| allowed layersto grow, foolish, reckless,
Lusted after an image of dust, earned sin, what great iniquity!

86



Master Christ, incarnate God, saviour of the oppressed

Even if | bow my head in shame for ever,

Beating my chest, tears rolling down

Fpeechless, harping on my crime,

Master Christ, incarnate God, saviour of the oppressed

Destroy all my sin with your holy blood

Even a drop suffices, consider my heart

| believed in you, you are my witness

Master Christ, incarnate God, saviour of the oppressed
(Thereare 50 poemslikethiswith‘ra meter in Telugu language)

From the Satakam (Compilation of 100 poems)
| am endlessly sinful, wicked, and cruel
Great offender, ungrateful, vile
You are humble, shower your grace on me
Look upon me, alter me Jesus my master

First born of the evil doers, heap of depravity dung

Target of woes and sorrows, propagator of malevolent ways

Deserving the lowest hell, O ocean of mercy,
| approach you, make me your slave Jesus my master

Like the bee thirsting after honey hidden in the rosy red.
Let me draw near to your bleeding lotus feet

In my soul, | drink the nectar of ultimate bliss

My God, Jesus Christ, my Lord!
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Like inky clouds disperse on a dark day by the windstorm
From behind the rain cloud canopy the Sun blazing

In his blistering glare, thus showing yourself to me,
destroy my sinful dead state, enlighten me O Lord Jesus

O Holy Spirit, threshold to the untainted house of Dharma,

O city of heaven, abode of wisdom, unpolluted pond of grace,
O contemplation of the devotees, source of heavenly insight

| acclaim you imploring for my sinsto be forgiven

In the whole wide world, there is none more despicable than |
When | search far and wide, find no greater saviour than you
| draw near to you, rescue me, all creation praise you,

Your status stands intact in the three worlds

Onewho genuinely believesinthe atoning work of Christ comes
naturally to repentance. In two sets of 100 poems each, Purushotham
described hisexperienceof redemptionfromsins, assurance of salvation

and steedfast faith.
The Pilgrims Treasure of Experience

It istrue that temptations or demonic instigations can put afence
around amanto subdue him. “ A strong man conquersthemembersof his
body; ascholar learns easily the deeper things.” But thereisasuperior
power- the divine power of God through Jesus Christ- which does not
leavethemanin hisfalen state. It not only pullshimup but provideshim

with the poiseand comfort he needsat that time.

Srong and mighty the Satan may be
He cannot drag man by force
May entice showing allurements
It cannot subdue by force
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Can show wrong path and pull
It cannot win by crooked plot
Fleshly desiresand lusts
Cannot subdue the spirit

For the sake of the Saviour of souls our Lord
Fight on, never surrendering

Blaming othersis never befitting

Nor just for a good Christian

One can play with the fangs of the serpent

But cannot mingle with the wicked

One can subdue the rising tide of the sea

Cannot ignore the evils of human nature

One can sink foundations underground

Cannot move the roots of malevolent will

One can take the bolt from the sky into ones’ bosom
Cannot withstand the sinful fury of man

Alas, how often the worthy Christian
Sruggle with these forces

Downtrodden, crestfallen and tearful

Look to the grace of God with patient hope.

Rescue from Punishment

The gtriking difference between Christianity and other religionscan
beclearly seeninthelifeof thisman of God, aswrittenby himselfinhis
“Light of Christian Ethics.” Jesus came down to earth to save us. The
blood of Jesuscleansesusfromall kindsof sin. Thosewho believeinthis
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Biblical truth, are redeemed from punishment, become victoriousand be
full of eternal joy. After the period of temptation, Rev. CharlesLacey,
who gave him baptism visited Purushotham regularly and asked after his
welfare. And some of Purushotham’s old friends watched him closely
wondering what hisrestoration would look like. Oneday talking to an
English man, Purushotham expressed hisdespair that hissin could not be
forgiven ever. To thisthe gentleman said, even the doubt that L ord Jesus
doesnot forgive certain sinsitself isadeadly sin. And this statement
cleared the haunting doubt in himand thisisindicated in thispoem.

The worst sinis the doubt that Christ will not
Forgive my worst sin, thisis the last sin of man

On hearing a devout man saying this, | come to you,
Oh, graceful one, save me master Jesus

Then the Englishman asked Purushotham ariveting question, “ Brother
Purushotham, are your sins greater than the value of one drop of the
blood of Christ?’ Thisquestion penetrated his heart and all unbelief
vanished. Hewrotethefollowing hymnin 1845:

Srength that ComesAfter Contemplation. Heb 13:5

My soul, why do you grieve, is this fitting? The one who has
saved you until now, will he leave you now?

1. Examine your bad deeds from the beginning, he held your hands
while you were running helter-skelter. He crushed down your
proliferating corrupt doings, driven away your enemies. Did he
say, he cannot do it anymore? Why doubt?

2. In a place where you cannot hold your head high, he gave you
beauty and made you stand. Many a time, he knew your needs
and supplied them. When you are weak, he gave you fortitude,
driven away myriad pains. Did he say thisisthe end, that he
cannot do it anymore?
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The one who said, ‘not even one hair will fall from your head, |
amyour succour,” and taught you his word, who rescued you from
your persecutors, who offers his helping hand to tide you over
difficulties, did he say you don’t have the right anymore? Never
will he excommunicate you.

Jesus sl ected you beforehand, purchased you with hisblood. The
pure one who dispels guilt is your witness. The father, object of
your worship is your watchman all around. Your protectors
surround you. See, the endlessjoy is coming close.

Around thistime, Purushotham asowrotethefollowing hymnsungin

placeslikeAfrica, Burma, Molman, Rangoon, Hyderabad, Kharagpur,
TataNagar, England, and Canadawhere Christian missionaries spread
themsdves

Sinner Approaching Lord Jesus

Just as | am, | come to your feet. Countless sins on my back,

press me down, see | stumble, | cannot walk. Have mercy on me.

1

O ocean of compassion, my saviour Jesus, shedding your body
blood, calling me to your side in abundant grace; All thisis due
to your love that has no reason, nothing else is in me makes me
to deserve this.

Hordes of my sins cover my soul like charcoal, leaving stains. |
realiseit isyour blood alone that cleanses each dark spot, all
murky trash, and purify, so | come, seeing your cross without
hesitation.

Battles outside, fears inside, robbing me off my peace of mind.
Tired and beaten this way and that, with many doubts and
struggles, wounded and strength depleted, here | come.

| amwretched, poor and blind, lying wasted and corrupted. Heal
my disoriented mind, and give sight to my sightless eyes. My
saviour, | come to get all that | can get from you.
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5. Believing your promise, casting my burden on you, | found the

way of life. Out of your unique love, forgive me, take me unto
you, purify my thoughts, bestow occasions of joy.

Impossible for me to describe your vast and delightful love. You
brokeall obstaclesthat hindered me. Now | cometo becomeyours,
yes, truly yours.

Itisbelieved that Purushotham wrotethe above hymnincorporating

hisown experiences after grasping the meaning of the English hymn*“ Just
asl am...” withthe help of Rev John Hay.

Struggling with earthly matters through a series of temptations,

Purushotham wrotethefollowing hymninasdf-aerting attempt:
Sdf-Exhortation

Shun O my soul, narrow minded ways, elder among elders and

the Holy one Christ corrects you, never trespass his boundaries of
love.

1

Keep out despicable thoughts, and diabolical Satan, vilest of
the vile; walk hereafter as a worthy child of the Lord.

It is good to be blamed without reason. Never forget the lovely
covenants of your Lord who shinesin you.

Keep your hope on Jesus, who purged you of your sins and
carried you; Do not go astray from the true servants of Jesus.

Do not bend, stand erect, when Jesus your generous father is for
you, why dampen your spirit?

Do not give up nor lose heart, difficulties rush at you in throngs,
keep eyes on the Lord who breaks their strongholds.

Choose the best traits, look to the Lord who destroys your
deception of pride and evil ways.

When our great Christian pilgrim got out of thecity of perdition after

being wounded by theenemy’sarrows, he now writesthefollowing poems.
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Fruits of Spiritual Experience
A Christian alone
Faces sin, struggles with it
Seeking victory
By the help of the true saviour Jesus

This battle experienced in heart
Heistruly valiant,

But to false Christians,

this is unknown

Our saint of Godwrotethe‘ One hundred poemson Jesusour master,
collection of a hundred poems on Jesus Lord,” and ‘ Pancha chamara
Poems' denoting hisrepentance. Purushotham got multiple copiesof these
titlesand sent them to Rev W. Dawson in Srikakulam, and Dr Hay and
Rev Johnstonein Vishakhapatnam by post.

Attheendof 1845 Regiona Missionary Convention, Purushotham’s
namecameup for discusson. Though many werehappy with Purushotham’s
repentance and recovery, Rev Sutton, the missionary Secretary, was
adamant that Purushotham should be put through some moretestsand his
wages should be reduced. Experienced believers swayed between two
opinions whether it was Sutton’s lack of Christian love or was it a
providentia action God through Sutton.

If Sutton had not been so stubborn, Purushotham would have stayed
there, missing the services he could have rendered to other Christian
Churches. Becauseit was God' swill for Purushotham to servein other
areas, God made Sutton firm in hisresolve about Purushotham. In his
dilemma, Purushotham prayed for adirection, whether he should stay on
with Sutton, who isknown to berather harsh, or go to an unknown place
where hewould bewelcome. And God showed him severa aternatives.
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Thingshave miraculoudy changed. William Dawson and othersafter
reading the hymns and poems sent to them, asked Purushotham to visit
them at Srikakulam. Purushotham looked at thisinvitation as God sent.
Heand hiswifeweighed theinvitation prayerfully and wanted to seethe
peopleat Srikakulam, to seeif thingswent well. Otherwise, they would
get back to Cuttack and take up the job specified by the Missionary
Secretary.

Hethenleft thefamily at Cuttack and went to Srikakulam alone.

<
<
o
<
3
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Chapter 10

Invitationto Srikakulam, Six yearsthere; First compilation of Hymna
by Dawson and Purushotham; Passngaway of Purushotham'swife; Twelve
years at Vishakhapatnam; Book writing; Gospel ministry in Godavari
digricts.

“Wobeisme, if | do not preach the gospel.” 1 Cor 9:16
Gospel ministry in Srikakulam

After thedepartureof Rev Samue Day and Purushotham, uponthe
request of Justice E. Story, who wasquiteintent upon evangelism, London
Missionary Society sent Rev. William Dawson as missionary in April
1840. When Purushotham reached Srikakulam towardsthe end of 1845,
Mr Dawson and the congregation there, were very kind towards him.
Dawson asked Purushotham to bewith him and arranged for the up keep
of thefamily. So, Purushotham joined the congregation and brought his
family from Cuttack.

Dawson madeit convenient for Purushotham to preach the gospel
andto servetheLord. Gratitudeinthemind of Purushotham started to
grow on seeing the spiritual nurtureand victorious Chrigtian life. He kept
praising God for answering hisprayersand probably towardsthe end of
1845, wrotethishymn pregnant with unparalleled devotionto God:

Joy born out of answer ed prayers

Jehova heard my plea- and counted meworthy of hisgreat mercy.
Wretched | am, He paid heed to my cries of woe and took mercy.

1. Demolished the valour of Satan, made me stand under his
protection. Led me to the dawn of peaceful and pleasing fruits
of His word, and comforted me.

2. My stubborn heart like the rogue e ephant, He subdued with the
goad of Hisword of light. Cut short all my wild desires, hewed
down my sin and took me to a safe haven.
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3. Removed my garment of unrighteousness, dipped it in the blood
of Jesus; launched upon a novel work of salvation; showed me a
love, unheard of.

4. Lend Hisear to my laments, dismissed my distress; dragged me
onto a rock and establisned well-being and comfort in my heart.

5. Did not push me away as a banished sinner, did not hide his son
for my sake. In great sacrifice assigned him to the cross, and
blotted out the penalty and grief marvellously.

First Church Hymnal

I nthose days Purushotham used to assist Dawson in administration,
and these two worked hand in hand in bringing out the books necessary
for the Telugu Christians. Dawson was well acquainted with Telugu
literature. A Hymnal bearing the namesof thesetwo, was printed and a
few of theold timerstill havethisvolume. In the third edition brought
out in 1869, therewere 89 hymnswritten by Purushotham.

At that time, Dawson’sresidencewasin Balagain Srikakulam. The
same compound has houses built for hishel pers. The adage* Townson
theriver banksareblessed,” wastruein caseof Srikakulam. From here
Purushotham regularly visited hiselder brother, the appointed revenue
officid and hisrelatives. Many times, he preached the gospel prayerfully
tothem.

Secret Prayer Habit

Purushotham practiced secret prayer. Sincehedid not haveaseparate
room for prayer, he madeit ahabit to go to the sand dunes on Nagavali
river bank for prayer. After dinner until mid-night he used to pray at the
riverside. A faithful dog seeing him going, usedtowalk ahead of him.As
Purushotham kneeled to pray, thedog would sit watching likeaguard at a
distance. Sometimesit would stride around and follow him back home.

Asthe Christiansfrom Balagacompound go for Sunday serviceto
the Churchinthetown, the dog would walk ahead of them, sit at the back
slently asif listening to the sermon. Astheworshipperssing, thedogtoo,
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would jointhemraising hisvoice. Hislovefor listening to thetraditional
hymnswas obviousto everyone. Occasionally when on the upper room,
Dawson gathered the evangedlists and addressed them, this dog would
jointhem. Hewasatrusted lieutenant to Purushotham, and amodel dog.

As Purushotham went into the bushes and underbrush for prayer, he
used to fear snakes and scorpions, however he always assured himsel f
saying ‘ not one hair would fall without God'spermission.” Whenever he
feltlazy, heusedtotdl himsdlf “I mustgoif Mr Dawsoncalls, then, O my
soul, why areyou duggishto seek thejoyful presenceof God Himself?’
Heusedtowarn himsdlf saying, “ Arise Christian, comeout of your deep,
seek theessence of prayer, do not wastethe opportunetime.”

The experience of readiness for the Lord’s service coupled with
spiritud joy in Purushotham’slifewastheresult of hissteadfast attendance
In the presence of God. Many were the hymns written on the banks of
river Nagavali. Those days, Purushothamwrote* History of Salvation,”
and someof those hymnswere added to the Church Hymnal.

Evangelism in Mandadi

Mr Dawson acquired someland in Mandadi near Srikakulam and
gaveit away tothe Christians. Our herowasasked to visit thesefamilies
off and on, totell them Biblestories. Oneday hewent out to aburial place
for prayer and knelt to pray. Thevillagersmistook himfor hyena, acruel
animal and went out with sticks. They recognised Purushotham and went
home chuckling to themselves. It can be said that therewasno villagein
that areathat Purushotham did not visit to evangelise.

Daughter’sMarriage

During these days Purushotham and his wife gave their second
daughter Mary Sundari to Josiah Burder in marriage. Thisyoung manwas
none other than Venkata Prasada Pathanayak, who came to know the
Lordtenyearsearlier inthe Sunday school run by MrsDay in Srikakulam
and | ater became a Christian through the teaching of Purushotham.
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Church Dedication

Dawson congtructed aChurch inthe Chowk Bazaar street, spending
about 6,000 rupeesin 1846. On the occasi on of itsdedi cation, Purushotham
Chowdhary wrotethe dedi cation hymn* Jehovah, thisisthe placeof your
glory; Jesus, your lovely abode.” Rev Dawson dressed likean Indianwith
jingling bellstied to hisfeet, strumming Sitar, camein aprocessionfrom
Balagaresidence. They weresinging thishymn going around the Prayer
Hall, and dedicated it. Dawson, Hay, Purushotham Chowdhary, Pulipaka
Jagannatham, Josiah Burder and othersspokeon theoccasion. Thishall is
gtill being used for worship.*

Religious Zeal of Radhamani Devi

Our Radhamani Devi wasvery zealousin mattersof faith and took
great interest and responsibility. Some from Chittivalasatown and Mr.
I ssac Fuller told me oncethat she al so used to preach theword.

Death of HisWife

Theyoungest sonof Purushotham, Samuel Chowdhary wasbornin
Srikakulam on 31% December 1850. Nine months later, that is, in
September 1851, Radhamani Devi deptintheL ord there. Shewasburied
on the premises of the English Church in front of the present day high
School. Purushotham, then 47 yearsold, did not consider second marriage.
After spending six yearsin Srikakulam hetook leave of Mr Dawson and
towards the end of 1851, left for Vishakhapatnam for the purpose of
good education for hischildren. Hissister took the responsibility of the
household chores.

A GenerousKing

Our poet admitted hischildrenin the school established by Dr John
Hay. Rev J. S. Wardlaw wastherewith hiswife. MrsWardlaw habitually
took Purushotham’ syoungest daughter MarthaM anoramato theresidence
of thelate Maharajah Gode Gajapathy Rao and taught her Englishaong
withthe Mahargjah’ sdaughter late Vadwan Rani. The Mahargjah used to
give Manorama the same clothes that he gave to his own daughter.
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Occasionaly hewould call Purushotham for atéte-a-téte. AsLukewrote
to Theophilostheroyal personage, Purushotham once wrote aletter to
Maharajah Ggapathi Rao aletter.

Publishing of Books

Duringthosedays, Mr Hay garted Bibletrandation, and Purushotham
hel ped him. Purushotham published intheMisson presssituated there, his
booksnamely- Salvation History, Pathway to Heaven, Mindisthe Source,
Dispelling the Darkness, Superstition of Smallpox and Clarification, Test
of Jagannath, and Test of Caste Tradition. Mr Buckland printed them. A
copy of thisold print survivesto thisday. In 1841 itself, Purushotham
wrotehis”Blazeof Christian Righteousness,” aone-scene poetic work.?

At that timein the town, Pulipaka Jagannatham, L ala Shanmukha
Ram, Mr Samuel Paul, William Berry, Mr and Mrs Steven Gooky, Mr
Buckland, Mr Shepherd, and otherswerethemembersof thecongregeation.
Purushotham relished their fellowship very much.

During the 12 years that Purushotham and his wife lived in
Vishakhapatnam, he travelled among the ‘Jamindaris,” and villages
extensively and preached the gospel. Occasionally he went down to
Godavari areas. Missionariesof those daysgave Purushotham atent and
hel pers, so that he could preach without any hassles.

Travels of 1860

When | was in Cuttack in 1902, we searched his belongings, and
extracted some reports and books written with his own hand. One of
these journals bore the writing “Important copies.” We found various
accountsof evangdisationin 30 villagessuch asChodavaram (the present-
day headquarters of the Mission), Vaddadi, Anakapalli, Syamalapalli,
Peddakadilodu, Southuvada, Sriramapatnam, Rolugunta, Kothakota,
K otapadu, Madugula. Purushotham toiled inthese areasfor 17 daysand
sold New Testaments and gospel tracts. Purushotham, on knowing that
thepost officeof Madugulaissituatedin Veeravalli, sent tothemissonary
inVishakhapatnam (probably Dr John Hey) aletter on March 3, 1860.
Thefollowingwerethe contentsof theletter.
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“Wereached Vaddadi after spending 3 daysin Chodavaram. Wewill
stay heretoday and by tomorrow evening planto reach Madugula. After
tarrying for 3 or 4 daysin Madugula, weintend to proceed to Narisipatnam,
andreachAnakapalli by adifferent route. Thus, wevisited these 30 villages
during these 17 days. We are staying for 2 or 3 daysin each place and
doing our work. People seem to belistening well to the gospel and some
of themarepaying attention. At some placespeoplearegiving usriceand
money. By thegrace of God, we arein sound health and before God, we
areworkinginfull strength.

Peoplearebuyingtracts... asl travel, | sseanumber of villageson
both sides of theroad, and peoplein thesevillages never saw thelight of
thegospel of theLord. Oh, what agony fillsmy heart! How can afirefly
reach anywhere without wings? How can it show forthitslight? Thus
sighing, | look to God, what else can | say? Evenif thisdistrict hasa
hundred worthy workers, | feel that the work remains unaccomplished.
What can| do?May the Lord ariseand comefor hiswork himself. May
God stretch forth hisholy hand for theglory of hisholy name.

The contents of the following letter written to Rev J. S. Wardlaw
revedl tothereaders Purushotham’sspiritua thoughts.

From
Purushotham Chowdhary
Naridpatnam
10 March 1860

To
Mr Wardlaw,
Dear graciousFather,

It is 25 days since | and Rangaiah left Vishakhapatnam. We have
beentravelling thewest Sdetaugs, and preached thegospel in45villages
sofar. We have reached Narisipatnam now. Wewill stay afew daysthis
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sideand go downto Anakapalli and get back to Vishakhapatnam by the
endof thismonth.

Inthevillagesand hamlets, many peoplearegladly lending their ears
tothegood news. ItisGod swork to bring all thistofruition. It seemsto
my mind, evenif wevisitonevillageper day inthisgreat district, even5
or 6 yearsmay not besufficient. Insuch asprawling district asmall firefly
likeme, glowing feebly, how can| runfrom one corner to the other?\What
kind of light can | show to this vast population? Men are needed to
preach the gospel. For this purpose, intelligent people from among the
native Christian congregationscan be sdlected, trainedinthiswork, named
asEvangelistsor other, and sent. Then Lord’skingdomwill spread... |
hear that many saintsin Europe contribute to establish many schoolsin
India, thereby spread Chrit religion, doing good to Indians. Thisisindeed
anobledeed... for somepeopletraveling theland and preaching Christ to
themassesinthevillages, this, to my mind isabetter work. Evangelists
canwander thewhole country. Elders, children, men and women, cometo
listen to them unhindered.

Thelight will bekindledfar andwide. | don’'t meanto say, weshould
not establish schools. Schoolsareessentid. But evangelism effortsshould
befour timesgreater to establishing schools... If youwish, pleasetrandate
thisletter and read out to thosewho wishfor thespiritual welfareof India...
You and Mr Hay areadequatefor thisgreat task. |sn't Mr Hay leaving for
Englandinafew months' time?1 wish youwould comeintheplaceof Mr
Hay. | came to know through the letter from my eldest son David
Chowdhary in Vishakhapatnam, that my family and al the Chrigtiansare
wdll.

| am writing thisafter we unpacked and taking rest in the shade of a
mango tree. Wewerehit by the heat, dust and small irritating insects. Itis
timeto stop writing and set out to work.

Your humble servant, who desiresyour wellbeing
Purushotham
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Inthosedays, thisold man of God, prayed under thosetreeswhile
travellinginthisarea Becauseof thisprayer in October 1892, Rev G H.
Borough occupied the mission field of Narisipatnam. Now, thereisa
Church here.

Travels of 1861

More detail s can be obtained from Purushotham’ sreport of 1861.
From 21st January of that year to 27" February, atotal of 38 days, he
preached the gospel in 46 towns and villages in Vishakhapatnam and
Godavari digtricts. | report somedetailsin thehopethat they will be useful
tothe present-day preachers. Purushotham Chowdhary aong with another
brother by name Rangaiah, launched on thisgrest travel carrying atent.

They visited Nawab Peta, Anakapalli, Yalamanchili, Dharmavaram,
Munibalunipalem, Kotturu, Rayudu Thota, Debbal apalem, Payakarao Peta,
Tuni, Ontimamidi, Tondangi, Ramanakka Peta, Pithapuram, Samal Kot,
Bhimavaram, Sabbavaram, Kakinada, Jagannayakapuram, Korangi,
M ogulupalem, Peddapuram, Venkatapuram, Madigapd|i, Rgamahendra:
varam, Pal akolanu, Narasgpuram, Narendrapuram, Taluru, Madhuramaa
Peta, Raghavamma Peta, Jaggamma Peta, Dharmavaram, Annavaram,
Gopalapatnam, Nakkapalli, Upamaka, Vijayaramapuram, Lakshmidevi
Peta, and Aganampudi.

On 22" February 1861, peoplein Anakapalli heard the gospel and
purchased somebooksand tracts. Many in Yalamanchili bought tracts. In
Nakkapalli, gospel was preached despite the town being affected by
Smallpox. On 28", in Tuni and Payakarao Peta, many heard the gospel.
Purushothamwrote, “ One spokein aloud and brash voice about Vadanta
and thenature of thebody. A Mudimyouth purchased the New Testament.”

InOntimamidi, after Purushotham’ smessage, aBrahmin entered into
an endlessargument and asked for written material. Theevangdistsgave
him*“MuktimargaPradarshand’ (Illugtration of theway to Heaven). When
another Brahmin requested for another tract they gave him*“Hindu Mata
DaivaPariksha’ (Test of the Hindu Deities). On Monday the 28", many
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people joyfully heard the gospel in Pithapuram. Many Brahminsgathered
around. No one opposed the message. Many people purchased the books.

Disturbancein Samal K ot.

On 29" and 30, four messages were preached in Samal Kot and
Bhimavaram. “Many heard thegospd withjoy. A Tamil man, dead drunk
and with red eyes, pushed forward like ademon, stood in front of us,
raining wrath from hisblood shot eyes, screaming abusesand meaningless
words, preparing to attack us. Some people interested in hearing the
message, told himthat heisnot in his senses, and tried to send him away
with peaceful words. Theman not heeding them, growing moreferocious,
intending to deal roughly with us, hurling abusesat us started coming upon
us

A law and order official who had been listening attentively, stood for
us and dragged that ruffian out of the crowd and warned him. When
everything calmed down, the peopl e showed interest to hear more. So, |
started the word of God again. After some time, that thug entered the
crowd once again, stood in front of us, started speaking in a more
reconciliatory voice. Taking hold of my hand hesaid, “ Uncle, your finger is
twigted, why uncle?” He hurled another abuseat me and showed hisviolent
self again. The people standing by could not toleratehim anymore. .. and
wequietly left theplace.”

“In Bhimavaram in the evening shanty, we preached the gospel of
grace, many people heard with attention. Twice that day, Father Laz
accompanied usand stood by our sidewhilewe spoketheword.”

Thursday the 31%. “ Today on our way to Kakinadawe stopped at a
place called Sabbavaram and went into the village, it was a Brahmin
Colony. Standing in the centre of thevillage, | read out thetract, followed
by message by Rangaiah. Then | spoke ontheholy and righteoustenets of
God, theway inwhich men worship idols, thus deserving the wrath of
God, and on the uniqueness of Christ above al Hindu Gods. Some
Brahminsgathered, and silently started |ooking at one another. It looked
asthoughthey wereinagreementtoal | said. When | offered atract, one
said“What useisittous?’
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Ministry in Kakinadaand Jagannathapuram

February 1, Friday. “We spokefour timesin Kakinadaand Jagannatha
Puram. Multitudesgathered and lisgened withjoy. Thisday isthebig market
day in Kakinada. Peoplefrom surrounding villagescame. So, many people
heard uswith joy. At one placethe entiretract of “ KulacharaPariksha’
(Test of Casteand Rituals) wasread. A man pleaded withusto givehim
abook that will speedily takehimto heaven. Kakinadaisabeautiful place.

Saturday the 2™, “We crossed the rivulets and reached Korangi.
We spoke in the name of the Lord three times during the day. Many
people gathered and heard joyfully. Some argument ensued between me
and a Brahmin about Religions, Shatras, Faith, sun, moon and stars.
Nowhere el seso many tractswere sold aswe could sell here. Ontheway,
we spoke at M ogalapalem.

39, Sunday. “We spoke the word of God in Kakinada and
Jagannathapuram. Many people gathered to hear us.

4", Preaching once again at Samal Kot.

5" Peddapuram. “We reached at Peddapuram in the morning. We
spoketwiceinthisgreat village about the message of life. Many heard.
Many Brahmanstoo gathered around. Two of themargued alittle. | gave
them the gospel and explained thetreachery of the Brahminsthat made
them ashamed. Common people heard with rapt attention.

6". “ A woman heard uswith fol ded hands. On seeing uswarm and
thirsty, sheasked uswhether we werethirsty, went home and brought us
butter-milk.

7" Thursday. “One in Rajanagaram purchased “Muktimarga
Pradarshana’ (lllustration of the way to Heaven- This booklet is not
available now), and felt very happy. He needed more of these tracts but
weran out of stock. He said he would copy the contentsin anote book
andgivetohisreatives.
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Visiting Palakolanu and Nar asapuram

On Friday the 8" we crossed Ragjamahendravaram and reached
Palakolanu on Saturday the 9. We stayed there for three daysi.e. 9™,
10" and 11™. We visited Mrs Bowden and the Church. We preached
twiceinthe market street. On Sunday, we spoke on Mathew Ch 4, verse
4intheChurch.

On Tuesday the 12 in the evening, we accompanied Mrs Bowden
on boat and reached Narasapuram by 7 PM.

On wednesady and Thursday, thel3"™ and 14th we preached in
Narasapuram streets five times. Many people heard the gospel. Some
listened peacefully. At two places, some peopl e started arguments. On
14" Thursday, we conducted aworship service at MrsBeer’sresidence.
Inacongregation of many Chrigtians, | spokeon Mathew Ch. 11, v. 28.
At that time peoplefrom surrounding villages cameto Narasapuram to
pay taxes. Many people heard the message of God and bought many
tracts.

Preachingin Rajahmundry

Rajamahendri. “We started our boat journey on 15" Friday from
Narasapuram and reached Rgjamahendravaram the next morning. On 16"
evening, we preached God' sword in ChinnaBazaar. But somedrunkards
gathered and abused Christ’sreligion and us. Onesaid, “ Just onemore
year, you will seewhat will happentoyou.”

17" Sunday. “ Pastor Hyney conducted the service. Many Christians
and Hindus cameto the Church. Pastor Hyney spokefor sometimeand
then | spoke. Intheevening, wevisited Christian homesand inquired after
their welfare.

On Monday the 18" we spoke the word of life at Rajamahendri
PeddaBazaar. Many gathered to hear theword. One asked “How isthe
word of Christ better than thedeedsof Bhishmaand Krishna?” Inreply,
| proved from those very books that they are not Gods. And when |
explained thehumanity and divinity of Christ, he agreed to some extent
and appreciated me, but did not accept the Lord.
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19" Tuesday. “We left Rajamahendri, stopping at two villagesin
between, wereached Tallur, Madhura, Maapalli, RaghavammaPeta, and
JaggammaPeta. We preached to innumerabl e peoplein thesefour villages.
Mr Naiduof RaghavammaPetaheard usjoyfully, bought sometractsand
gavethemto hissons. He provided uswith material to cook our meals.

Friday the 22, Many heard the gospel in Gopalapatnam, and
Annavaram.

Conver sation with the Raja of Tuni

“On Saturday the 23", we preached at four placesin Tuni. Many
peoplelistenedjoyfully. Thisevening some people gathered near our tent,
and heard uswith great interest. Whilethey werelistening, the Rgja®, with
hisentourage, many Brahmins, the Police Head, and many otherswere
passing that way. On seeing the Rgjaall the peopleincluding myself sood
up in respect.

Rga Whoareyou?
l: Sir, l amaChrigtian, | camehereto preach Christianity.

Rga | saw youafew times, but could not speak toyou*. Now | desireto
hear thesalient featuresof therdigion of Christ. (Thussaying, he
sat inthegroundinfront of our tent, bidding hismento sit down.
Morethan 50 people were accompanying the Rgjah).

Raa (Starting with great respect) What arethose booksyou hold?
I Thesearetractsthat teach thetenetsof thereligionof Christ.
Rga Whatisthebenefitof takingthereligionof Chrigt?

I Forgivenessof sinsandjoy of eternd life.

Rga What isthe proof, what evidencewill you show?

I Onemust firmly believethewordsof the book written by Godly
men, inspired by the Spirit of God. Sir,isitfair toask for
evidence?You too, took somereligion and believed in God.
Whoisthefigurehead of that religion?'You never saw that God,
how canyou ask for proof ?
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Raja Inthat caseyour booksaretheevidencesof your religion. Then
can’t wegoto heaven by believing the Gods Siva, Kesava, Rama,
Krishnaand others. What is special about Christ over and above
them?

I Without prejudice, the Godsyou mentioned, when compared to
our scriptures cannot measure up to Christ. Thereasonis, ablind
man for ablind and aguilty personfor theguilty, areuseless. Other
Godscannot saveasinner. Christissinless, worthy asboth man
and God. Thereare many proofsto say that he was appointed by
God and came down to earth, as God incarnate.

Raja You covered up all themiraclesof our Gods. Isit proper to mention
only their misdeedsand blamethem?Wedon't criticiseyour Chrigt.
We say that both religionsare good. Then why do you criticise our
reigion?

I Sir, | havenever criticised, not once. We say thetruth and never
create any untruth. Even though some poetsascribed some
miraclestoincarnationsof Rama, Krishnaand others, they also
mentioned that they have sinand punishment for sin. Such people
cannot performmiracles.

Raja: Thereason for thewrong doingsand taking punishment, isthat
they aremydtically whimsicd intheir doings. They showed amodel
to the peopl e that they should not commit such deedsand if they
do, they will receive punishment.

I That isaninappropriatemodel. A divinepersonwill never actlike
that. For example, imaginean officer of avillage getsfully drunk,
getsintoxicated, wallowinginthemud ontheway sdeand generdly
making himself abutt of ridicule. Hesays, * O villagers, remember,
no oneshould drink. If you do so, youtoolikemyself will bespoiled.
Moreover, | will punishyou.Canyouimaginethevillagerslistening
to him?Will they take heed?Will they fear him?Henceaccording
tothesaying, “Likegod, likedevotee,” peoplewak the same path
astheir God and they cannot attain moral rectitude.
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Rga Arethepeoplefollowing Christ religion walking the straight path?
Arethereno wrong doingsamong them?

l: Not all English people are devoted to God. Many who bear the
nameof Chrigtarewicked. They havetheir own punishment. Neither
| nor you, sir, need take note of them. They areal meremenlike
us. But the present conversation isabout the incarnate Godswho
cansaveus. SO, unlessthey aresinlessthey areof nouseinthis
regard.

Rga Why wasChrist nailledtothecrossif hehasdonenowrong?

Tothiswetold him briefly about the standardsof God'sjustice, and
about grace. Wetold him about the decision of God that Christ should die
for thesinsof all mankind. We a so told him about theforetelling of the
prophetsthat Christ will comeand all those prophesiescoming true. We
asotold himthat Christ will comeasecondtime, raiseal thedead from
the dust to judgethem. After telling all thisl told him firmly that Jesus
Chrigt doneisthesaviour. Whentheking and othersheard this, they spoke
among themsalvesmany things, sayingdl thisisagaing their ownreligion.

Thenthekingsaid, “Itisgettingdark, let usgo.” Atthis, al thepeople
|eft.

The presence of thetent madeit convenient for peopleto gather and
discussthesethings.

Sunday the 24", While preaching in Nakkapalli, Upamaka, they
received newsthat Rangaiah’s daughter died. So, heleft. Purushotham
reached Vishakhapatnam on February 8" after visiting the remaining
villages. At the end of this report, he wrote “May God bless this tour
program.” During thelifetime of Purushotham, many townsturnedinto
Canadian Mission gationsand asan answer totheprayersof thoseelders,
many Churcheswere planted. Itisamatter of great joy that afew years
ago, oneof thegrandsonsof Chowdhary Purushotham the author of this
book, presented agilt-edged Bibleto the daughter of theaforesaid king
Sri Rajah Jagapati SubhadrayyammaBahaddar, in ameeting on behalf of
theAristocratsMission.
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Younger Daughter’sMarriage

Duringthe 12 yearsof Purushotham’sstay inVishakhapatnam, his
evangelismand literaturework proliferated. He gave hisyounger daughter
MarthaManoramain marriageto Titus Burder, brother of hissecond son
inlaw. Both of them werein Srikakulam in 1860. On October 1% 1860,
Purushotham received areply to theletter hewrote sometimeearlier to
Rev S. J. Wardlaw. In it, he expressed his intention to return to India
Purushotham wrote back encouraging himto return. Thisletter was sent
on 10™. A copy of thisletter ispreserved, but wearenotincluding it here.

Death of Major Brett; Children return to Cuttack

During Purushotham’sstay inVishakhapatnam, Mg or Brett, theman
of God, who taught Purushothamtheway of theL ordinthe beginning,
died on February 26, 1857. Hewas buried in the cemetery of thearmy
officers. Son of Purushotham, David Chowdhary received hiseducation
in Vishakhapatnam L ondon Mission High School. Hehad some penchant
for Telugu language too. Hewrotethe hymn “Why did you forget love of
Jesus-Why.” His brother Samuel Chowdhary was aso educated there
and both the brothers|eft for Cuttack in search of jobs. David becamea
policeofficer and married awell-mannered Anglo-Indian girl Emelia. She
wasagood daughter-in-law to Purushotham. Thus, both the Childrenwent
totheir nativeland ahead of him.

Therewasanother |etter written to Rev Wardlaw towardsthe end of
1861. Thiswaswrittenin pencil. By this, it isknown that on September
20th 1861, our poet | eft Vishakhapatnam and with the help of Rangaiah,
travelled for 28 daysto the north-east to Parlakimidi, some 120 miles, and
preached to the multitudesin 46 villages.

A certain employeefrom Parlakimidi, like Nicodemus, continued
correspondencewith Purushotham asasecret Chrigtian. Itisaso known
fromthisletter that Dr Rev John Hay, intending to travel that way, wished
to see Purushotham. Likewise, Rev. John Hay, Rev J. W. Gordon, Rev
PulipakaJagannatham, Rev Purushotham Chowdhary, Josiah Burder, and
afew other men of god travelled to Parlakimidi area, stoppedin Akula
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Tamparavillage where Purushotham’ selder brother Jagannath wasthe
revenueauthority. Therethey preached to therevenue stewards. Jagannath
not willing to havethe shadeof the outcastsfall on hishouse, madethem
stand outside. Hewasangry that hisyounger brother polluted hiscaste.

Itwasthewill of God that Purushotham should take up the burden of
the Churchinadifferent place.

1. RevJ. R Hutchinson purchased thishall in 1884 for the Canadian
Mission.

2. In 1872 Rev Das Antarvedi got a 1000 copies of this book printed
in Madras. Later, on the advice of Rev Edward P. Rice, C. L. S
printed 200 copies.

3. We are told that this man is Si Rajah Vatsavaya Venkata Surya

Narayana Jagapati Raju Bahaddar, Jamindar of Peddapuram,
Gollaprolu, Kottayam and Tuni estates.

4. By this we can infer that Purushotham made this kind of long
gospel tours before 1861 too.
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Chapter 11

Church eldershipin Chittivalasavillage. Preaching of thegospel.
Joining of animportant group inthe Church. Home coming.

“Hethat sow in tears shall reap the harvest joyfully”

Purushotham Chowdhary was sent to Chittivalasatown adjacent to
Bhimuni pattanam asthe elder of the Church, and hedidtheLord swork
for eight years there. Honorable Madabathula Brahmajee, who
accomplished great things asthe steward of thelocal factory, wasedified
by theteachingsof Purushotham Chowdary. Hereported in 1904, the
following:

Conditions of Chittivalasa

“Chittivalasa is a village on the banks of Gosthani river in
Bhimunipattanam province. M essersArbuthnot and Company established
aSugar factory inthevillage. OneMr. C. S. Minchin wasthe manager of
thefactory. Desiring for agospel worker for the Telugu people working
there, hewroteto Rev J. W. Gordon (a preacher for the Telugus), Rev
John Hay (in-chargeof Education and Printing establishments), andto
Rev J. Murdock (Preacher for the English) requesting them that apreacher
be sent.

They duly sent Purushotham to Chittival asa. Thosewho saw theman
of God, wereimpressed by hispiety and hispropensity toloveothersas
heloved himself. They loved him. Eldersusedtocall him*sir’ or ‘Babu,’
and children ‘thatha’ (grandpa) in reverence. Many treated him astheir
ownrelative. Sinceheloved theloca Christiansashisown children, they
loved him.

Inthose days, thetwo familiesliving in Chittivalasano doubt never
forgot hislove. They cantegtify that asaresult of theloveof God abiding
inhim, hehasgreat lovein himfor hisfellow men; and that he hasshown
hislovethrough deeds. He carried Christian children on hisshouldersasa
shepherd carried thelambs.”
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Ministry in Polipalli

Purushotham used to go to the neighboring villagesregularly inthe
eveningsto preachthegospd . Heoftenwent to one SingivalasaAgraharam,
asettlement of traditional VaidikaBhahmans. Seeing that theinhabitants
of another hamlet, Rgjapul ovawere obedient to theWord, heused to call
it“my beloved Rgapulova.” Kshtriyas (kingly caste) and Brahmansused
toliveintheadjoining hamlet called Polipalli. Purushotham visited this
placeevery Sunday, taking alongwithhimacoupleof brotherswho could
accompany him.

Therewasacertainlearned Brahman who was headstrong and crafty
inthisvillage. Despitethisand other men spesking offensvely, Purushotham
spoketo them methodically and with restraint. Purushothamwaswell versed
with Hindu religious scriptures since childhood. He had the gift of quoting
poemsand dokasand teach acceptably to al and sundry. Hewas adorned
with asympathetic disposition and aloving, courteoustemperament. He
influenced audience so much that they would often criticize their own
scripturesand approveof the Chrigtianfaith.

Esteem of the M asses

Theriff raff quarreling and using foul language onthestreets, onseeing
Purushotham pass by, woul d caution each other “ here comes Purushotham
garu Esq., stop thesquabbling!” Inturn Prushotham on seeing peoplelike
thiswould rebuke saying, “ Children, you aretainting your own heartsby
thisuncouth speech. Noneof your ma edictionsharmthe others, they harm
only you.” Itwascustomary for him to conduct worship serviceinthe
church in Chittivalasaon Sunday. Heformed a prayer classand taught
how to pray in the congregation, family and personally. After people
prayed, the errorswere shown and corrected.

Varioustypes of ministry

Upontherequest of C. SMinchin, Esg., owner of thefactory and
R. Read, Esq., Purushotham gathered the factory workersin the Church,
taught them the* History of Salvation.” Oncewhilegoing ongospel work
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onabullock cart, helost everythingintheflooding of theriver and came
back dive.

According to the Vishakhapatnam Mission report of 1869, afew
Chrigiansusedtowork inthe Chittivalasafactory. Purushotham established
aWomen'sBible Class and taught “Pilgrim’s Progress” to them every
week.

Fruits of Ministry

There were two or three families who were enlightened by
Purushotham. Basani Appadu arich manwasoneof them. Hetestified, “I
have obtained thedawn of Christian faith through Purushotham.” Hewas
so devoted to Purushotham that he got his photograph taken sitting at the
feet of his‘guru.’

“While Purushothamayyaworked as preacher | wasthefirst oneto
be baptized by himin Chittivalasa” wrote Mr. Brahmaji in aletter to two
Christians, Bhagawan Beharaand Bandi Jogi Naidu dated January 25,
1879. Madabattula Brahmaji, hailing from weaver’s caste, and Basani
Appadu from Periki caste, were notable househol ders who maintained
correspondence with Purushotham aslong ashewasdive. Thesefamilies
have the same affection for Purushotham even today. They contributed
towards construction of the Purushotham Memorial Building. Whileat
Chittivalasa, Purushotham Chowdhary along with I saac Fuller, used to
preach the gospel in Vizianagaram, Gajapati Nagaram, Salur, Bobbili,
Parvatipuram and other places.

Towardstheend of 1861, Purushotham Chowdhary on hisway from
Vishakhapatnam to Parlakimidi onagospe tour, met not only someof his
old friends such as Rekhani Mukunda Rao, but also the Village Munsif
Bandi Jogi Naiduin Kommanapali, eight milesfromthere; hisown brother
Jagannath Chowdhary and hiseldest son A ppalaNarasimhaChowdhary,
and other revenue officials of the area, sowing the seeds of the gospel
among them.
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AppaaNaras mhaChowdhary, adevoteeof goddessDurga, wrote
hymnson her. However, when hisuncle (Dada) Purushotham Chowdhary
preached to himtheloving gospd of Lord Jesus, and followed it up through
occasond letters, anew flameof religionwasignitedin AppalaNaras mha.
Hekept reading thetractsof Christianfaith, and cameto the conviction
that Lord Jesusaoneisthe Savior and kept faithin Him. For nearly 30
years, Purushotham kept praying for hisrelatives, that they might receive
Lord Jesus, ashedid. How canthefruit of prayer go waste?

Resultsin the Family

In February 1862, unexpectedly, aman cameto Purushotham’sdoor
in saffron clotheswith agolden bracel et. Having walked 70 miles, this
small fair looking man stood on the threshold and called, “ Dada, Dadal”
Surprised, Purushotham recognized thisvoiceasthat of hisbrother’sson
AppalaNarasimha Chowdhary. He asked “ Son, iseverything safeand
sound at home?’ Happy after receiving apositiveanswer hecalled his
elder sister (acousin) telling her to givewater to thevisitor towash his
feet, and somemateria for himto cook hisown med (theredativesstopped
eating with Purushotham, sincehisconversion). AppaaNaras mhasaid,
“No, no, Dada, | will eat withyou.” Purushotham got suspiciousat that,
thinking that he cameaway quarreling with hisfamily.

After some conversation, he realized that the gospel seeds sown
prayerfully cametofruition. Hethanked God. AppalaNarasmha, likehis
Dada, was not someone who would step back and drag hisfeet once he
took adecision. He was the revenue officer (Tax Collector) for afew
villages. Nevertheless, heconsidered everything trash for the sake of the
excellence of Christ and decided to serve the Lord with amonumental
faith. In those days, no Baptist Church existed in the northern Circar
digricts.

Therefore, when Appala Narasmha Chowdhary decided to meet
thepeopleof London Missionary Society and expressed hisfaithin Chrigt,
Rev J. W. Gordon went to Chittivalasafrom Vishakhapatnam and gave
sprinkling baptism on February 11, 1862, that is15 daysafter Brahmgji’s
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baptism. Who could describe the grief of Jagannath Chowdhary on
knowing that his son accepted Christianity? Added to the grief, hewas
furious with his brother Purushotham, because Purushotham was
ingrumentd in hisson’sact of relinquishing thedaily rituasand remova of
thesacred* Yagnopaveetahm.”

Wrath of the Elder Brother

After afew days, Purushotham went to visit hiselder brother taking
AppaaNarasmhaa ong with him. Jagannath boiled with rage on seeing
hisbrother and son. With apounding heart, and trembling al over hisbody
with anger and hatred raining from hiseyesfor thereligion of Christ, he
shouted, “You scoundrd, villainof theclan, spoiler of thefamily prestige,
likeaspoiled monkey you areruining thewholeorchard” and abused him.

Purushotham smiling serendly a thesedramatics, answered hisbrother
with pleasing wordsand pacified him. Jagannath looking at hisson said,
“AppaaNarasmha, what did you do to me?What adeception!” Theson
kept arespectful silence. Thetwo spent afew daysthere. Villageofficias
Sardar Fakir Raju, Sardar Jogi Raju, and the secret believers of that
place, Challa Appaiah Naidu, Bhagawan Behara, Pandita Bandi Jogi
Naidu, Gopinath Chowdhary, and othersreoicing about the curtain raiser
of Chrigtianity intheir village, visited Purushotham despitefear of relatives,
and learned themysteriesof the spiritual truthsof Christ.

Owingtotheabsenceof Churchmissionsinthosedays, activitiesof
London Mission werewide spread. Their preacherswere spreading the
gospel for monthsat astretch. Purushotham stayed therefor amonth and
strengthened the secret believers. When he started his journey back,
Shantimaya Chaudharani, wife of AppalaNaras mhawasready to set out
with her husband. Thisled to the utter sorrow of Jagannath and hiswife
Rekhamani Devi. Some of therelatives objected. Nevertheless, sincethe
lady was determined to go, they could not do anything.

Purushotham took hisbrother’sson and daughter-in-law and arrived
at Chittivalasa. Shantimaya Chudharani becameaservant of JesusChrist.
However, the couple could not taketheir el dest daughter Kanya Subhadra
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Devi a ong because shewas already married before attaining maturity to
Deenabandhu, the son of her aunt Bhanumati Devi and Pandita
RamakrishnaKali Mohanty. After sometime, AppalaNarasmha, ong
with hiswife, went back to hisnative placeand not counting the stand of f
attitudeof hisfather, started touring thevillages of Parlakimidi area, and
became an evangelist like his Dada, Purushotham.

Purushotham continued to write lettersto hisbrother explaining the
manifold spiritud mysteriesof Chrigt.

Witty letter

A devastating cyclone and massiveflooding hit Machilipathnam on
November 12", 1864. My father told me that in the aftermath, our
Purushotham wroteto hisbrother Jagannath, thefollowing:

“Brother, the seaboiled over and flooded Machilipatnam. People
met withawatery grave. Your Godsa so could not escapethedeluge. The
wooden godsfloated, stone gods sank and clay gods melted. They could
not rescue themselves, how can they save you? So, think of what you
must do.”

Thetruthin thisletter did not escape Jagannath. Even though he
gradudly started seeing theway, hisancient and hoary ritualscontinued to
bar him from believing thetruthsof Chrigtianfaith.

Theseedsof thegospe sown prayerfully inthosedaysby Purushotham
in Chittivasaa, Bhimunipatnam, Polipalli and the nearby areasgerminated
and it wasamatter of gresat joy that thislabour of loveturned theseareas
into afertile Christianland. Praise God!

Until theageof 67, Purushotham continued to tour far flung areasup
to Bhadrachalam. Owingtothis, and other Church ministry, and writing
work, hebecame physically weak. Hisel der son Babu David Chowdhary
wasgetting agood salary in Cuttack digtrict asaPoliceofficer. TitusBurder,
the younger son-in-law wasanemployeeof the Engineering Department.

116



When all of them invited Purushothamto Bengal Land, fleshdrew
Purushothamtowardsthispostionof comfort. Therefore, hetook voluntary
leave from the London Missionary Society, took hisold sister and | eft
Chittivalasa on December 3, 1870. For his 27 years of ministry, the
London Missionary Society did not give him any pension. Inthe 1870
report, thefollowing waswritten about Purushotham’sministry:

A Tribute by London Missionary Society

“ At Chittivalasaand neighboring villages, our Catechist Purushotham
hasdiligently labored in preaching to the Christiansand the heathen. He
received consi derabl e encouragement from people who heard thetruth
fromhislips. Weregret to say our little Christian community hassuffered a
great lossin the departure of Catechist Purushotham to Cuttack toend his
daysin the bosom of hisfamily. He has now grown old in the service of
Chrigt, andin consequence, lossof sightinoneeyeand other infirmities,
heisunabletowork any longer asa Catechist, and so hisconnection with
Mission ceased; he haslabored faithfully and successfully in connection
with thisMission for many yearsand ismuch loved and respected by all
classesof natives; heisaman of considerableability; someof our best and
most popular Telugu tracts and hymnswere composed by him; and his
name and character will belong remembered and appreciated by al who
know him.

Heleft hissphereof abor onthe 3 December 1870. May heenjoy,
till the end of his earthly course all the consolation which he used so
acceptably to administer to others; and at |ast bewel comed by thesavior’'s
plaudit, “Well donethou good and faithful servant, enter thou into thejoy
of thy Lord".”

Probably while Purushotham wastill in Chittival asa, around 1866,
hisbrother Jagannath Chowdhary diedinthevillageof which hewasthe
revenue officer. Heremained aHindu. Thefollowing year two believers,
hisyounger son Gopinath Chowdhary and Bandi Jogi Naidu started for
Chittivalasato accept Christ.
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After travelleing 25 miles, they were captured at Amudal avalasaand
were taken back. Therefore, in order to see them and strengthen their
faith, Purushotham visited Parnasagarapuran’?, and spent afew daysthere.
He strengthened the younger son of his brother Gopinath Chowdhary,
daughter-in- law Ratnamayi Ammal Chaudhurani. Hea so met Appala
Naras mham, whowasstrugglinginfaith, hiswife, their littledaughter Sara
Devi and their maid Jangam Gangamma and took them to Cuttack via
Parlakimidi and Berhampur. Josiah Burder, Purushotham’s second son-
in-law wasin Cuttack with hiswifeat that time.

1. Report of the Vizagapatnam Mission in Connection with the LMS
1870).

2. Parnasagarapuram is otherwise known as Akulatampara. The
Church built there was the first Church on Canadian Baptist
Mission. The village is completely washed away in a flood of
Vamsadhara river in 1978
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Chapter 12

Arriving at Cuttack fromthe Land of Bengal; Introduction to Rev
DasAntarvedi, Longjourneyswith him and failures; Answersto prayers,
Propagation of themessagein Puri; Writing of Books, Sending the son-
in-law to Kakinada; Death of the son; Servicesof variouskinds.

Reaching Cuttack

It was 1870. After two weeks of long journey, the bullock carts
laden with household articles stopped in front of ahousein * Sutahat.”
How can onedescribethejoy of Purushotham'’schildren! But withthe
change of region, thelanguagetoo changed. Thosewho surrounded him
that day, started speaking to himintheir mother tongue Oriya.

I ntroduction to Rev Antar vedi

Withintwo or three days after reaching Cuttack, acertain follower of
Christ stood in front of Purushotham and greeted him. Hewas 50. He
waswearing awhite head gear, and pyjama. Thiswasnone other than Mr.
DasAntarvedi who read Purushotham’stract “Testing of Cagte Tradition,”
turned away from Hindu religioustraditions, realized the merits of the
religionof Christ and embraced Christianity in Vishakhapatnam around
1848 and took ‘ sprinkling’ baptism. Hetook immersionin Rangoonin
1860. Hewas 19 yearsyounger than Purushotham. Hejoined asthemess
writer in 41% Native Battalion and came to Cuttack by 1868. He, thus
cameinto contact with theloca Chrigtianstwo yearsprior to Purushotham.

During thoseyear-end days, DasAntarvedi invited Purushotham’s
family for dinner and watch-night service of the new year. That night
Purushotham could take the measure of the faith and devotion of Das,
loved hisguilelessand pure Christian life. He established contact with the
Christian Church that had 32 membersattached to the Battalion, and started
enjoying the happy fellowship.

Whilethey wereat Cuttack, AppalaNaras mhaChowdhary, hiswife
Shantamayi Chaudhurani, their servant maid Jangam Gangamma, redlizing
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that immersion was more proper than sprinkling baptism, took immersion
in 1871 by Rev Antarvedi in Mahanadi, and returned to their native place.
Inther fellowship, Gopinath Chowdhary, Oriyascholar Bhagawan Behara,
strongly believed inthe gospel they had been hearing from Purushotham
and AppadaNaras mhaChowdhary. They ins sted on Purushotham’sarriva
to baptizethem, failing which they would consider that Jesus Christ did not
cometo save sinners at all. Thus, taking an oath they wrote letters to
Purushothamand Antarvedi.

Another Missionary Journey

In 1872 at the behest of Purushotham, Antarvedi Dastook |eave of
theeldersof the Battalion Church and started upon ajourney along with
Chrigiansoldiersand hava darson bullock carts. They travelled 300 miles,
preaching thegospd ontheway, and entered Berhampur, Singing hymns,
that made thetown resound. They preached the gospel to the massesfor
threedays. Rev. Baily used to attend their campaigns. They travelled to
AkulatamparaviaParlakimidi. Baptism arrangementswere madefor the
above-mentioned people and Bandi Jogi Naidu, ChallaAppaaNaidu,
and Lalaiah Sathpathi in addition. But dueto stiff opposition from family
and rel ativesthey stepped back. Purushotham and hisfriendsin no way
got discouraged, continued to preach the gospel with great force. They
strengthened these men and travel led to Vishakhapatnam via Gul shanabad
(Srikakulam), Vizianagaram and Chittival asaand returned to Cuttack.

Asthey weregoing, the District Collector of Ganjam, C. G. Master
I scoer invited them and gave them money for their expenses. That day,
they preached inthisarea. One Gobbi SuryaNarayanaaccepted Christ.
At an advanced age Purushotham, probably for the sixth time undertook
thislong missionary travel to Cuttack. Heand hisfriends did not stop
praying for the new believers spread over these 300 milesstretch. They
constantly encouraged them through letters. It took two weeksfor this
missionary journey.

On Wednesday July 13" 1872, it started pouring heavily creating a
horrifying deluge, with deafening soundslikethe howl of €ephants, driving
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winds like the galloping horses, asif theflood gates of heavenswere
open. Inthe down pour, Gopinath Chowdhary (father of thisauthor) and
otherswereonthevergeof getting drowned inthetorrent, Gopinath prayed
“OGod, if you deliver mefrom thiscalamity, | will goto Cuttack, and | et
any onesay or do any thing against my will, | will take open Baptisminthe
nameof Jesus.” Atthat timeahay stock floated towardsthem and rescued
their boat from capsizing. He praised God and in accordance with his
prayer, he was determined to go to Cuttack to his Dada Purushotham
Chowdhary to accept Christianity. He wrote to Purushotham and Das
Antarvedi. Thetwo prayed for him and others; thusthey werestrengthened
inthegpirit.

Two Pilgrims

In 1873, Gopinath Chowdhary, and Pandit Bhagawan Beherareached
Cuttack and inthe presenceof Purushotham took baptismonJuly 1%in
Mahanadi by DasAntarvedi. |ater they went back totheir place. Thiswas
theresult of the prayers of Purushotham since the day he became a
Christian. He prayed unceasingly for 47 yearsfor hisrelatives, may the
reader take note of this blessed fact. One Tatavarthy Narayana Swami
faced many troublesafter hisbaptism at Cuttack. Purushotham, Antarvedi
and other believers prayed fervently in aroom on the premises of the
Battalion, and thisresulted indispelling of thetrouble.

Let us look at Parlakimidi once again and the banks of river
Vamsadhara. In October 1873, the families of Chowdhary, Bhagavan
Beheraand another Christian woman, atotal of five, cametogether asa
Churchin Akulatampara, probably onthe 28" of that month. Thiswas
thesametimewhen Dr John McL aurin got atelegram summoning himto
go to America. The group received aletter from Cuttack that Appala
Narasimha Chowdhary should act as an elder. Thus, in that month the
Canadian Mother Church was established.

Thisagainwasduetotheeffortsof our poet Purushotham. Moreover,
when Gopinath Chowdhary and Bhagavan Beherawerereturningtotheir
place, Purushotham Chowdhary, DasAntarvedi and afew other Chrigtians
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went a ong with them upto Puri. On that day, Ragolu Janaki Ramaiahwas
taking baptismin River Moosaand acrowd gathered to witnessthe event.
Purushotham preached the gospel to themin Oriya. After Purushotham
left the London Society, hiseldest son and policeinspector, Babu David
Chowdhary, and son-in-law Titus Burder helped himin theselong and
tediousmissionary journeys.

Publishing of ‘Christian Moral Glow’- Spirituality of Christ

‘Chrigtian Mora Glow’ waswrittenin Vishakhapatnamin 1851. And
the 100 poemswas written in 1845. Both were sent to Madrasin 1872
for printingin onevolume. A thousand copieswere printed. Purushotham
sent a few copies to some of his friends. On November 12, 1871
Purushotham gaveto A ppalaNarasmha Chowdhary probably ontheeve
of hisleaving Cuttack, ahand-written book. In this, he discussed many
Hindu philosophical conceptssuch as*Monismand Dualism,” and added
the* Essence of Christianthought’ from page 157 upward. Thiswasthe
Spirituality of Christ known as* SatyaVeda Sara Sangrahamu” (Essence
of theBook of Truth). A look at thishand-written book,would suggest
that Purushothamwrote* Spirituality of Christ’ in 1871. He summarized
the proof of thedeity of Christ along with instancesfrom the Biblein
poetic form. One can seethisinthefollowing poems:

Grace and truth came together in one form of man

Taught the divine truth with examples in an endearing manner Gave
his life to rescue the mortals who are drowning in the ocean of sin

Resurrected, He sits on the high and holy throne of heaven,
embodiment of truth

\Vow of Disinterested Slence
Brightness upsurged, lost its sheen
and was engulfed in the greatest light
Watersrose, lost their force

And drowned in great waters
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Wi sdom expanded, reduced into ignorance
And logt itself in the greatest wisdom
Topics faded into irrelevance

And lost themselves in the greatest topic

The four forces thus found peace

Blissful and transcendent

The pure soul, that is true ecstasy

Creature who finds peace in Christ is the Christian

The father will be born on earth as son

The word will become flesh

True to the heart Christ is son of God

What doubt is there to say that Christ is God?

Paul said, “When | amweak, | an strong.” Purushothamin hisold
agein Cuttack churned out poetry with greater dexterity.

Dividing the Truth

In 1874, Purushotham, upon therequest of DasAntarvedi, wrote
poemsin“Kanda’ meter and style, that lendsitself to extoling God, for
the use of the Battalion community. Among them, “Did He not give
Comfort?” and“Lord of theUniverse Jesus’ arewidely used. Amongthe
hymnshewrotewhilein Cuttack are” Ohthisdepraved heart, how corrupt!”
“Releasefrom all sin comesto good Christiansinthisworld,” “Why O
soul, you havewasted lifeuntil now?’ “Son of God of gods, blessusour
King,” and otherswere getting published in‘ Hitavadi’ magazine during
1884.

Sending the Son in law to Kakinada

In December 1873, the second daughter of Purushotham Mrs. Mary
Sundari, wifeof Josiah Burder, died in Cuttack. First born of Josah Burder

123



wasworking in Cdcuttaand hetoo died. Josiah Burder wasemployedin
the Public Works department and he was conducting church servicesin
Oriya. Henceagodly Engineer asked him to continuethisministry, and
that hewould help him financially and encourage him. Inthe meanwhile,
Purushotham received newsthrough Antarvedi Dasthat Dr JohnMcLaurin,
who took charge as Missionary in Kakinadaon March 12" 1874, was
looking for anevangdist.

Back in 1865, that wasfour yearsafter Purushotham himself worked
thereand left, it seemsacertain Telegraphist Thomas Gabriel, beforehis
death on January 1% 1875, advised McLaurin toinvite Josiah Burder as
hel per of the Mission. Accordingly, when McLaurin wroteto Cuttack,
Purushotham sent Josiah Burder with hisblessingsto Kakinadain the
beginning of 1875. As the psalmist, King David said, “Many are the
aflictionsof therighteous’ (Psdms34:19), yet another calamity confronted
our old poet. Hiseldest son Babu David Chowdhary, working as Police
Inspector, whowastaking careof thefamily, went to bewiththeLordin
December 1675, leaving hisson Babu John Chowdhary (senior), Sundari
Chowdhary, hisdaughter and EmeliaChowdhary hiswife. Eventhoughit
wasadevadtating pieceof newsto Purushotham, considering the blessed
hope he consoled himself. He wrote this letter to Appala Narasimha
Chowdhary:

Cuttack
6" January 1876
To,
My dear son AppalaNarasimha,

Son, | trust you all got the sad newsthrough Antarvedi Ayyagaru’'s
letter about your brother David'sdemise That wasthewill of god, what
canwedo about it? Daniel said, “No one can hold back hishand, or say
to him, ‘what haveyou done?”
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Job also said, “ The Lord has given, he hastaken, let His name be
praised.” Eventhough David lamented saying, “My son! My son!” about
hisson Absalom, hesaid at another place Can | bring back what isgone?
[ will goto him but he cannot cometo me.” Had God not healed my sinful
heart with the great medicine of his divine Word, | would have been
crushed under thisgreat burden of grief, and could not havewrittenthis
|etter to you. But our Father, an ocean of mercy, and Christ, are consoling
me with their glorious Word. | am at Hisfeet under His care. Also, all
members of our household are around me. They are now in the sea of
grief and aredowly getting back to normalcy. Your younger brother, Sami
(Samuel Chowdhary) went to Kendrapara and brought home Emelia
(daughter-in-law) and dl thehousehold things. All of usaretogether finding
solace. May thegloriousnameof thelLord bepraised. Asmentionedin
Isaiah 14" chapter verses 8 and 10, the Lord for whom everything is
possible, haswonderfully revealed Hisrighteousright hand to me, hischosen
servant.

Onthethird day after burying your brother David, Pastor Miller, the
President of the Oriya Church here, summoned me and consoled me,
encouraged and entrusted the Lord’s work to me, that is the work of
preaching theword inthe Church. Thisisnot to tour the villages, just to
deliver sermonsin the Church and to preach thegospel fromtimetotime
inthestreetstothe Teluguand Oriyapeopleof thistown. Thisissomething
| did not ask. He summoning me and giving methiswork by himself is
nothing but thewonderful hand of gracerevealedto me. | realized this,
praised God's name and | wasinducted into the congregation from the
beginning of January.

Cutting down David my branch, God has arranged for me to be
provided for, under the great tree of OriyaMission Society. How can |
praise Him for thismiraculous grace? How can | givethanks? AsKing
David said, “Weeping inthenight and joy comesinthemorning,” theLord
has done this for me. What else can | say my son? They say that the
Battalionwill arrive at theend of February, | anyet toreceiveorders. We
believe that | will get intimation by the 15™. | desire to come down to
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Parlakimidi and visit you, taking the hel p of Rev Antarvedi. But dueto
many impediments| doubt whether | can do that.

| am closing this|etter today, the 10™. Theweekly meetingsend this
night. Rev Antarvedi’sfamily isdoing well and they send their loving
greetingsto you. All our family membersare sending you loving kisses.
Convey my loving greetingsto our dear brother Bhagawan Behera, his
wife, andto Gangamma. TotheRgus(Jogi Rgu, Fakir Rgju, Nilakantha
Raju, SyamaGhanaRau) our respectful greetings. Your younger brother
Sami (Samuel Chowdhary) leavesfor Guttani on hiswork. Thatisall for
now. Godwilling, | canwriteanother letter to you soon. Loving kisses
fromall of usto Shanti, Gopinath, and Ammal.

Your loving Dada,
Purushotham Chowdhary

By this, readerswill redlizethat for peace of mind, and familial love,
thepropitiatory blood of Christ doneisthekey. The Christian never goes
across River Wtarani* holding thetail of acow asHindu scripturesteach.
Theforefathersof Purushotham might havebelieved thisout of blindness.
But their grandchildren did not believethoselies. They believed that only
theblood of Chrigt, theincarnate God asthesavior of mankind could save
them from their sins. And they found eternal peace in thistruth. They
renounced theblind faithin Cycle of endlesshirths, and believed that the
new birth aloneistheway to heaven. Blessed arethosewho aredead in
Chrig.

Thosedays, theyoungest daughter of Purushotham, thewifeof Titus
Burder waswith her father looking after hiswelfare. Even though shewas
more familiar with Bengali, Oriya and Hindustani, since she gained
proficiency in English during her childhood in Vishakhapatnam, she hel ped
her father in writing and trand ating | etters between her father and hisold
friendsin England such asWardlaw, Tailor and other missionaries. She
looked like an English lady not only in appearance, but in English
pronunciation andwriting. TitusBurder too knew Telugu, Oriyaand English
and wasagreat helpto hisfather-in-law.
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Separation of Mr. Antarvedi

Rev Das Antarvedi |eft Cuttack for Vizianagaram along with his
Battalion. Of the 155 membersof the Battalion Congregation, 55 stayed
back in Cuttack permanently. To them and the Church in Cuttack,
Purushotham continued to bethe elder and preacher.

Many inthe Oriyaand AndhraBaptist Church were baptized by him
and they joined the Church. The sermonsdelivered by thisold preacher
wererecorded intheir hand writing.

Yet another missionary journey

On October 231876, Purushotham with afew helperstravelled to
Bhadrakoti in aboat named ‘ The Herald’ in Mahanadi river, 150 miles
away. According to the OrissaMissionary”s report, they turned into a
cand of Mahanadi, called High Level Cand and reached Brahmani river.
They preached in Oriyalanguagein many villageson either side of the
river. When they reached Bhol pour, they cameto know of the breakout
of Choleraand the party turned back.

Therewerenearly 3000 Chrigtiansin the OriyaBaptist congregation.
Theprayer hal wasvery large. Anold lady related to Purushotham, who
got baptized by him, isgtill divein Berhampur.

Knowledge of Bengali language

That year among thegifts Purushotham received wasaBengdi large
print Bible. A whiteman called Dessagaveit to Purushotham. Writing to
Hitavadi magazinein August 1884, Purushotham mentioned that heread
the entire Bible in Bengali. He was in the habit of reading Bengali
newspapers. Infact, despitethedifferencesinthescript, and pronunciation,
Bengdi and Oriyaares ster languageswith their rootsin Sanskrit. Onand
off, afew from outside India used to send cash gifts to Purushotham.
Every Christmas, hisdear disciple Basani Appadu used to send him gift fit
foraGuru.
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Appreciation of Rev Jewett

Sincethe day Purushotham becamethefirst hel per of Rev Samuel
Day in Srikakulam, Purushotham wasin the habit of sending money now
and then and was in correspondence with the people of God. Thisis
known from theletter written by Rev Jewett from Roypet in Madrason
20" December 1876. He mentioned the names of Mr. Morgan, Ms.
Mobin, and Mr. Prius, all acquaintancesof Purushotham. Hewrotethat
he was|eaving that day for Nelloreto witness the damage doneto the
Ramayapatnam mission propertiesdueto acyclone. Various memorias
indicate that Purushotham had contact with Batchu Raghavaiah, Rev
Martin, Rev Bullard and other personalitiesof the Baptist Mission.

1. The mythological Vaitarna or Vaitarani river, as mentioned in the
Hindu religioustexts, lies between the earth and the Naraka (hell),

the realm of Yama, Hindu god of death and is believed to purify
one'ssins.
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Chapter 13

Eldershipof Berhampur Church; Last journey to Parlakimidi; Lord’s
ministry inPuri; Last correspondenceto Ms. Helen Knott; Last two hymns;
Death of the son; Entranceinto the abode of Joy.

“1 have finished the race... thereis laid up for me the crown of
righteousness’ 2 Timothy 4:7-8

Eldership in Orissa Baptist Church, Berhampur

In 1877, there were some well-known employees and educated
Christians such as Babu Daniel Mohanthy, Laban Mohanthy, Peter
Mohanthy, and Rueben Mohanthy. Purushotham was sent to thistown
nearly 120 milesaway from Cuttack to take charge of the OrissaChrigtian
Church. He was 74 years old at that time. A note book is discovered
containing thesermonsgiven by Purushothamin Oriyalanguagein hisown
handwriting. Brief sermonson thefollowing scripture portionswerewritten
init- Matt 10:14; Eph 3:18; Heb 12:1; 1 Cor 6:19-20; 1sa35:3, 4; Rev 1.
17-18; 1sa55:6; 1 Cor 3: 9; John 18:30; 1 Cor 15:49. Inthelast-mentioned
sermon Purushotham used anillustration of Moody.

Last visit to Ganjam

TheLord answered yet another prayer request of Purushotham. His
younger daughter inlaw, RathnaAmmal Chaudharani, wifeof Gopinath
Chowdhary, Rathnamayi Beharani, wife of Bhagawan Behera, Mukta
Behera, hisdaughter, have been praying, seeking to enter thekingdom of
God. Now they had decided to join the Church openly. In May 1877,
Pastor AppalaNarasimha Chowdhary wrote from Akulatampara (also
known as Parnasagarapuram) inviting Purushotham Chowdhary from
Berhampur, and Pastor Antarvedi from Vizianagaram. On 28" June 1876,
Rev F. W. Armgtrong sent along with hiswifeasmissonary by the Canadian
Baptist Mission, received the invitation and reached the picturesque
Parnasagarapuram situated on thebanksof River Vamsadhara, inthefirst
week of June1877. On 10" of that month, the three cloistered women
cametotheriverinfull view of thepeople, toreceive Baptisminthename

129



of their Savior, Lord Jesus. Witnessed by Purushotham, other Christians,
and Hindus, Rev Antarvedi gave them Baptism and handed them over to
Mr. Armstrong and the eight-member Church. Mr. Armstrong wroteinthe
1877 Mission report:

“The season was the more interesting through the presence of the
aged Purushotham, thefirst preacher who wasraised upinthe American
Baptist Telugu Mission to assist their pioneer Missionary theRev S. S.
Day. Heisvery aged but till active and deeply interested in everything
connected with the spread of thegospd of Christ.”

Thus, Purushotham for the last time visited Parlakimidi field and
returned to Berhampur.

Rev Pike's Opinion

Rev J. G. Pike, who assisted Pastor Purushotham wrote about the
servicesof PurushothamtoRev |. C. Archibald on 22™ May, 1905 during
thebuilding of Purushotham Memoria Churchin Parlakimidi:

“My memory of Purushothamissimply of avery ddightful old man
who helped memuchintheyears 1877 and 1878 when | wascomparatively
new to thework. | wasat Cuttack for three yearsand wasthen sent for, to
fill agap at Berhampur and Purushotham was sent asmy right-hand man.
Hewasaman of good ability but it washissterling Christian character that
won my admiration and love. Hewas so genia and kind that everyone
loved him. In 1879, | moved off to start with brother Herbert to the
Sambalpur Missionand | saw very little of our brother Purushotham. Still
I know him for some years as a patient sufferer, glorifying God in his
weakness, as he has sought to do in his younger days by hisservice. |
awaysregarded him asavery superior man and hehasdoubtlessreceived
hisLord's"Well done!”

In 1879, after leaving Berhampur hetook leadership of Oriyaand
AndhraBaptist Churchesin Cuttack and continued hisgospel toursfar
andwide.
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Gospd work in Puri

A few facts about Purushotham are known from his letter to his
youngest daughter, MarthaBurder from Puri on 7" and 14" October, 1881.
Hestayed in Puri for amonth. It wasraining catsand dogsthewholetime.
Hisshdter wasdripping with water. They continued their ministry bravely
for the L ord. Seeing thedevastating cyclonelashing thecity, thefisher folk
used to ask him about the end of the world. Day after day, the Telugu
peopletoo, who settled in Puri, used to listen to him gladly. Herequested
thefamily not to missthefamily prayer and asked themto pray for him. He
wroteintheletter dated 14", “1 am|earning to be content with what He
(the Lord) asgranted me, hencel have peace of mind. Therefore, | have
comfort and safety inmy spirit. Dear Child, eventhoughthisfleshisnow
experiencing grief, if | havethe peaceof theLord by Hisgrace, | will
have no complaint evenif al my well-being isturned into sorrow. Those
who havethe peaceof God will redizethat whatever the heavenly father
gives, itisall for our welfareand not to our detriment. Oh, may God grant
such glorious peaceto me, to you and to all your household through the
Holy Spirit! Let uslay prostrateat thefeet of that magnificent Lord and
praise him profusaly. He expressed these very sentimentsin theimmortal
hymn, “What treasures are more preciousthan peace of mind!”

Sermon points
Thefollowing list of sermonsdelivered in Cuttack Churchisfound:

16" November 1879- “Turnto meand besaved al you endsof theearth;
for | am God and thereisnoneelse.” Heb 45:22

12" June 1880- Heb 13:8

31% December 1880 Sunday- Gen 47:48-49
26" October 1879- John 17:3

2" November 1879- Rom 8:34

9 January 1881- 1 Peter 4:8

31% December 1881- Psalms 103, including afew other good teachings
of theBible.
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29" January 1881- Jer 17:5
6" Feb 1881- Rom 10:9

Alsoavailableisthesermon*“LotheMan!” (John 19:6), and sermons
on the Second Coming.

Thefollowing sermonsarewrittenin hisown hand writing-
13" April 1851- 1 Tim 1:15
25" February 1863 Wednesday- Matt 22:4, delivered in Chittivalasa.

During hissermons, he used to singinamellifluousvoice brimming
with Christian experience. Listening to these sermons, on Sunday the 12
September 1880, Narasamma and Seetaiah; Guraiah and his wife
Peramma, and Simon- these six individua stook baptism by Purushotham.
Thesameyear on 7" November, five Oriya peopl e got baptized.

By 1880, Purushotham started experiencing weaknessof body. His
eye-sight wasfading. Those days, hewas using amagnifier toidentify
aphabetsand read dowly.

When it isneeded to preach on Sunday, people usedto carry himin
acart. A brother named James Chinnaiah or someone e sewould lead him
by hand and makehim stand & the pul pit. There Purushothamwould deliver
the message. The Cuttack Baptist Church was very spacious. In those
days, there were 2000 membersin the congregation. And Purushotham
would spesk upiname odioustonewith addicately sonorousstyle. Many
oldtimersof histimetestified to this. James Chinnaiah used to writethe
hymnsand poemsdictated by Purushotham.

Purushotham on hearing that Rev Pulipaka Jagannatham met Ms.
Helen Knott who led him to Christ, wrote on 4" March 1880, aletter to
Jagannatham, and asked for theaddressof Ms. Knott. Onreceivingit,in
his 77" year, on 4" March 1880, Purushotham Chowdhary wrote aletter
to Helen Knott. Weinclude some portionshere:
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Cuttack 1880,
March 4
Respected Ms. Knott
My honored mother,

| praised God joyfully onknowingthat you aretill dive. Twoweeks
ago, Pastor Jagannatham wrote aletter to mefrom Vishakhapatnam. He
told methat heand Rev Hay saw you in Bangalore, and you asked after
me, and told them to inform methat you arestill alive. Oh, dear mother,
youaredtill divel Alongtimeago someonespread the newsthat you died.
| wasvery sad.

Eventhough my eyesdid not seeany letter written by you, this|etter
of mineisreaching your presence! When you seethisletter, you can also
rgloicethat |, your sonwhomyou laboredto bringto Christ, anasodive.

Oh, al the persecutionsyou endured for my sakein Balagamedain
Srikakulam, your prayersfor me, your painsto establish meinfaith, and
the efforts you made, favors shown, are still before my eyes. In those
days, sending meto Major Brett you gave measturdy leather bag with
letters. Itisstill with me. | kept it safe. Every timel seeit | think of you. |
show it to my children and tell them about you. Now by the grace of my
Father, | amworking asusual. | an aso advancedinyears. Neverthel ess,
God hasgranted me somestrength. So, | continuein Hisministry.

Kind mother, how areyouin Bangaore? Whereisyour daughter and
her children?1 would loveto hear thesethings, hencekindly arrangefor
thesethingsto bewrittento me. | urgeyou to remember meinyour prayers.
I will await asmall letter with your blessings.

I, your humbleservant,
Purushotham Chowdhary
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To thisletter, Helen Knott, then 90 years old, spiritual mother of
Purushotham, sent areply. A few excerptsfromthisletter:

3, RoseLane, April 1880,
Richmond TownBangalore
My good friend Purushotham garu,

| received your kind Christian | etter from Cuttack ingoodtime. | felt
very happy. Especially | thank you for expressing your Christian love
towardsme, so undeserving. | understood your |etter to some extent, but
| had towait for sometimefor atrandator. At thistime, | will not writea
bigletter, but | will tell you something about my family. Col Richardsonis
no more. Hiswife, my daughter isin England. All my sonsdied. | would
liketo seeyou, but Cuttack isfar away. God hasprolonged my lifefor a
good purpose. When | look back | feel sad how | havedealt withsucha
sweet Lord, but for this, thereisno other complaint. My good Christian
friend, what elseremainsfor usexcept reaching into the hands of our dear
Lord. Hewill not abandon usinthe end stage of our life. | trust you will
pray that there will be no darkness between my soul and my Savior,
everythingwould becrystal clear.

Convey my loveto Shanti. Will you giveme somenewsabout my old
friendsin Srikakulam?How did Ms. Ka pappi die? After losing contact
withyou, I have beento England twice. Forgivemefor being inahurry,
because unless| writenow, | may never beabletowriteat al. Pray that |
may lean on Jesusand diein peace. Withimmense Christian love.

Your friend,
Helen Knott!

Devoted ladieslike Ms. Knott who |ed Purushotham to Christ, are
needed in the present-day India. We made many efforts to trace her
relaives.

In 1882, Purushotham became very weak dueto old age. Hiseye
sght becamevery feeble. Headwaysmaintained thecleanlinessfoundinal
poets. He used to feel with hishandswhether hisbed isstraight or not.
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In December 1882, inthemiddle of thenight, our old poet called out
to hisyounger daughter MarthaBurder inavery frail voice, saying, “Child,
bring asheet of paper and apencil. | will dictate ahymn.” Shereplied
“Bappa?, say on. | will write.” Thereuponthe daughter wrotethehymnas
her father dictated interspersed with long intervalsin broken narrative.
Shetold othersthat shefinished writingby 1 O’ clock inthenight. Thisis
noneother than thelovely and popular hymn approved by Christiansof al
ages. With afragilevoice, theailing father after saying, “Membersof my
body, your work isdone, timetoleaveme,” hetold hisdaughter, “Child,
wait, | will think awhile.” After sometimehesaid, “Child, write, Likea
stunned young hart...” and hefinished thethematicline.

Old age hymn of theman of God

Members of my body, your work is done, time to leave me- Like
a stunned young hart, alas, | was captured- get away now, my Savior
Jesus came to save me.

1. My five senses, you lost your strength, deceive me no more, no
longer fight with me, consider- it is no easy task for youto
move me from the grace of God.

2. O organ of hearing, your power kept declining. You heard
many news, now became deaf. \itality lost, go away, | will
hear Christ in reverence, that's my comfort.

3. Eyepair, your light faded, you cannot see as before anymore.
GloriousLordisopening my eyesto show me histhrone of grace,
See, the time has come.

4. Organ of taste, your period of faintness has come, tirelessly you
scattered words. Your sharpness blunted, you are done O tongue,
I will spend my time drinking the nectar of Jesus mercy.

5. Skinthat covered my whole body, you sensed everything that came
in touch with you. Your glowing close-fit |oosened, pouches hang.
Go away, | will be clothed by Jesus' likeness!
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6. Organ of smell, you rejoiced with myriad odors and breath of
life. The best is past and all stench assail you, | go to my savior
Christ, I will give up life for him and find comfort.

7. | walked along way, path grows increasingly hard. Gone are
the impediments that hindered me, my boatman waits at the
river of death.

8. Path ahead ismore horrifying than the course | finished. River of
death flows with the deafening roar of its waves, In the wink of
an eye, | reach the other side.

9. Whatjoyisthereinthisworld, vain hopeitis, nothing permanent.
Jesus Christ, God the Father, radiant Holy Spirit-in grace, shall
provide eternal home to their slave Purushotham.

Correspondenceregarding the Hymns

Thishymnwas printed in Hitavadi magazineduring 1883. A brother
named James Chinnaiah copied it and sent for publishing. Despite
Purushotham’s preparedness, God extended hislifejourney. At thetime
of printingof the AndhraChristian Hymnal by American Baptist Misson
Purushotham wrote a letter dated 6 July 1876, to Rev E. Bullard in
Néelore. Heinformed him about the hymnshewrote. In 1888, Rev W. W.
Stevens wrote asking for information about the hymns written by
Purushotham. Inreply, Purushotham himself sent himalist of nearly 80
hymns with a request not to alter any of them. On the occasion, Mr.
Stevenson, writing aforeword to thebook published by Chrigtian Literature
Society (CLS), said, “Mr. Purushotham will long be ahousehold name
among Telugu speaking Chrigtians.” Later, thefamily felt sorry onseeing
some of the hymnswere printed with afew alterations, after the poet’s
desth.

During thisold age, agrandson of Purushotham committed an error
inthe government office. Purushotham exhorted him that he should confess
his mistake even though he took the punishment. He was never found
lackingin hospitality. At times, he used to send money for God’ swork. On
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Tuesday the 20" December 1881, itisrecordedin hislist that an amount
of 15 rupeeswas sent to Mr. Bowden of Narsapur.

It can beknown that Purushotham had regular correspondencewith
various people. For example, Rev J. W. Gordon wrote from Coonoor on
24" April 1872. Therewas aso aletter written from Madras dated 18"
August 1887. A letter by Rev. A. V. Timpani dated 19" June 1883, | etter
from Rev |. C. Archibald dated 24" December 1888, |etters written by
Rev P. Jagannatham, someforeign missionaries, Rev D. Antarvedi, and
othersvouchfor thisfact.

Reprint of theTracts

The Canadian Baptist Missionary Conference on 15" January 1884,
decided to reprint “Mukti Marga Pradarshanam” (Path to heaven
Reveded), and “ KulacharaPariksha’ (Test of the Caste Tradition). They
asked Purushotham for permission through Rev J. R. Hutchinson, and he
dightly modified it and permitted for reprint.

In the first week of September 1988, the eldest son in law of
Purushotham Babu Ghonoshyam Naik died. They told Purushothamin the
morning fearing that Purushotham, if told that very night thisdistressing
news, may be crushed in sorrow dueto old age. He went from Cuttack
Sutahat to Petiny street and found his daughter sitting beside the dead
body weeping, he said, “ Foolish child, instead of rejoicing that God took
your husband to the blissful peace, why areyou crying? No, rejoi cethat
Ghonoshyam Babu reached the abode of God. This was told by her
grandson Babu MahendraNaik. The second sonof Purushotham, Babu
Samuel Chowdhary, working asan employee of the government hospital
died on October 23, 1889. At that time Purushotham did not shed one
tear. When Ms. Dessa of Ongole went to console him, he told this
illustration to her. Two men went to bathein the sea. One stood straight
against thewaves. Hefell back. The other bended under thewavesand
thewavespassed over him. Therefore, against thewavesof joyousand
sorrowful circumstances, one should bow down. Thelady wasamazed on
hearingthisilludtration.
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During thisripe old age, those Christian peoplewho were benefitted
by hishymnsand tracts, sent acash gift to Purushotham. Hewasregularly
telling hischildren about thevisonsof God hewasseeing. Hewasinthe
habit of knowing themysteriesof heaven through thesevisions. Onthis
occasonaprovidentia thing happened whichisinstrumenta inour getting
toknow thishistory. Around 1888, Rev Edward P. Ricewho served asa
L ondon Mission missionary in Bangaore, heard the contents of the poems
in“TheLight of Chrigtian Righteousness’ through the Bellary Chritians.

He thought of compiling the biography of the poet and wrote to
Cuttack. When hisdaughter MarthaBurder ins sted, Purushotham narrated
all that hecould recall, and it wastaken down by James Chinnaiah. It was
sent to Rev Rice. Had thisnot happened, it would not have been possible
to report many detail swith exact dates. Thisisapricelessthing done by
Purushotham Chowdhary. Rev Rice oncewroteto thisauthor about this:

Ripeoldage, falingeyesght... itisnot difficult toimaginewhat itis
likefor achild of Godto have contact with Christ under these conditions.
Looking at the“ Song of Life’ written by the English Poet L ongfellow and
thesong of Purushotham given below, may thereadersseetheparallelism
between thetwo, in strength of thought, sweetness of soul, and hopefor
future. Thishymnwaswritten under similar conditionsas”Membersof my
body, your work isdone...” that is, asthe poet was narrating extempore,
hisdaughter wroteit down.

Final Song of the Soul’s Jour ney

| have set out to the presence of your feet, Jesus Christ be with
me, thine humble servant, lead me in your grace. Lo | see death
coming at me with a lion’sroar, dispel my fear.

1. Asl go my way, many troubles accost me, hinder my path. O
merciful one, be with me to break the thorn of death, push aside
disasters, | come under your care, who elseis my refuge?

2. God, with your right hand protect the humble ones. It is time to
keep your promise, your word is the basis of my life. You are my
God, mother, father, benefactor my all in all. | trusted in you,
lead my journey to conclusion.
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3. Enjoying inyour devotion, my heart rejoicing, many doubts beset
me, hurry to lead me in my path, walk ahead of me, as the bright
sun disperse the deep dark.

4. Timeisup, the appalling death comes like the dark cloud,rattling
the staff of time. As| stand in the presence of death, grant mein
my troubled state, your embrace of mercy.

5. Meditating on your glorious appearance, comfort of the pure
heart, nectar of my Lord’s love, give to this dave always. Take
away my weariness, take meto your abodewith firm foundations;
that has no beginning nor end.

6. The mirage of earthly luxuries will soon pass, grant me your
endless bliss, keep me your servant Purushotham where you are.

Thishymnwas published in September 1884 in Hitavadi magazine.
This is the soul travel song told by Purushotham. From this time,
Purushotham Chowdhary was|ooking forward to reaching the eternal
heaven asif aday isayear. LikePaul, hefelt that “ | have fought the good
fight. I have finished the race. | have kept the faith. Finally, there is
laid up for methe crown of righteousness, which the Lord therighteous
judge will give to me on that day, not only to me but also to all who
have loved His appearing.” (2 Tim4: 7-8)

Did I not get the sacred blood that washes away its sins?
Did I not feel in my heart your grace and mercy for thislife?
Did | not gain strength to fall at your feet with devotion?
Did | not attain everlasting heaps of joy, Jesus my master?

AsPurushotham Chowdhary awaited every moment with peaceful
morning joy and aheart blossomedinbliss, finally on 23 August 1890
midnight at anageof 87 yearsheended hisearthly sojournand closed his
eyes hereto open themintheworld resplendent with holy glory. Angels
withshoutsof triumphant delight walking himinthestreetsof the dazzling
city of light; and we can well imagine, singing the hymn written by
Purushotham Chowdhary:
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Description of theheavenly city

Lo, the city resounding with shouts Holy, Holy, Holy; Come, all

my dear ones. God reignsthere, eternal, glowing, sturdy and beautiful
itis.

1

No need for the sun, the moon that makes the lotus bloom, or
a plethora of lamps. Christ lives there in eternal radiance,
praiseworthy, glorious and celebrated.

Shortage, any kind of calamity, or deceit hardly exist there. The

prince presidesover providing living water gently toitsinhabitants.
Flowing from the throne of the King, the auspicious river gives

luxury. Trees on either side provides propitious fruits resplendent
in look and taste.

No birth or death, earthly joys or sorrows exist in the city. Our
God lives there wiping away tears for whom he suffered to
make them righteousness.

Priceless, immovable great crown of life is bestowed in that city.
God grants the desires of his children whom he invites to the
wedding feast of their master.

And-

You fulfilled the tasks entrusted

You have overcome the enenmy in the warfare
Come, own incomparable blessed state

Unlimited distinction and ecstasy in the divine city

When the heavenly hosts bring Purushotham to the presence of the

Kingof Heaven JesusChrigt, theLord says, “Well donefaithful servant!”
and admitshiminto hiseternal rest.

Thus, Purushotham Chowdhary went away to heaven at the age of

87. Hismortd remainswereladtorestinthegraveyardin Cuttack attended
by about 2000. Rev Sam Sahu Babu performed the burial in Oriya

language.
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Missionaries witness

Ontheoccasion, Cuttack missionaries Rev William Miller, and Rev
T. Bailey wrotethefollowingin the 1890 OrissaBaptist Mission report:

“Rev William writes: | had much Christian intercourse with Bro.
Purushotham in hisdeclining yearsand last il Iness; hisend waseminently
peaceful. Three times | was summoned when it was supposed he was
dying. But herevivedfor awhile. Onmy last vist, heremarked prayerfully,
“1 sometimes think the Lord has forgotten me.; He seems so long in
coming.” Hisdeath waslikethat of the righteous, and hismemory is
fragrant and preciousto al who knew him. *

Rev T. Baily writes, “In the death of Purushotham Chowdhary, a
notable member of the native Christian community haspassed away . ..
Thereisasmall Telugu congregation in Cuttack to which our brother
ministered with great acceptance aslong as health permitted, but hewas
knownto usprincipaly for hislaborsin Oriya, and inthislanguageaso he
wasapersuasive preacher, though the sweetnessand pathosof hisprayers
are more specially dwelt upon by those who were accustomed to hear
him...” Our brother waslight in complexionwithfinefeaturesand figure,
peaceful in disposition and very courteousin manners, oneof nature’'s
truegentleman.”

1. Ms. Helen Knott died on 13th August 1892 in Bangalore, aged
102 years.

2. '‘Bappa’ meansDaddyinOriya
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Chapter 14

Fruitsof thehundred-year ministry of Purushotham; Congtruction of
thememorial building; Spread of his Church Hymns, Hundred poems
compilations, and tracts; Unpublished writings; Opinions and Birth
Centenary memorial.

“...through it, he being dead, still speaks. Heb 11:4
Review

L et usreview thehundred yearsthat have goneby. Whentherewas
no missionary inthe area, Purushotham cameto know the saving grace of
Lord Jesusin 1825 through tract no. 9. Inall probability, thistract must
have been written during thetimeof William Carey in Serampore, and got
printed there. We have preserved it until thisday. From Cuttack and Puri
to Bellary wherever Purushotham preached the gospel, there are many
Churchestoday. Thereare numerous peoplewho heard the gospel through
him, or hishymns, tractsand poems and were benefitted.

In Dhumagudem a certain Hindu stumbled upon atract written by
Purushotham namely “History of Salvation,” meditated uponit every day
and becamea Christian.

This tract, snatched away by akite, fell in front of amerchant’s
housein Godavari district. He continued to read it and happenedto goto
Rajamahendravaram, and came to know of its meaning and became a
good Christian. Someone wrote this in “Satya Duta’ magazine. In
Yaddanapudi villagein Guntur digtrict, aland owner belongingto Kamma
caste Mr. Poda Rangaiah happened to read “Christian Light of
Righteousness.” He accepted Christ and weweretold inamesting that he
isan evangelist now. We can know from the opinionsexpressed in this
chaptershow Purushotham’sliterature ministry continuesto givefruit to
thisday.

Now let the readers know how the memorial building came into
existenceinthenameof Purushotham who received thiswonderful gift
and Rev Antarvedi Das.

142



History of the Memorial Building

| published Purushotham'’ shiography in 1901. Next year | wentto
Cuttack and gathered the biographical detailsof Antarvedi Das. Then|
felt that it would befitting to keep picturesof thesetwointhe Churches.
| wrote and got the approval of Rev |. C. Archibald, Rev R. Sanford and
others.

However, liketheflash of alighteninginrainy season, | got theidea
inMay 1903 that it would be morefitting to construct amemoria for these
two. Then| drafted an application and took thesignatureof F.W. Ditmus,
Secretary of Mahargiaof Bobbili- | wastutoring himin Telugulanguage-
and reached Vizianagaramonthe 7". | shared my thought with Rev Sanford
andtook hisapproval. Onthe 12" that month, | wassharingameal in Mr.
S. Jacob'shousein Parlakimidi.

One of the other guests, Dr P. Devadattam, on hearing the proposal,
felt happy and promised adonation of 100 rupees. A few discouraged me.
Still I wasdetermined that prayer will prevail. Putting all burden onthe
Lord, on 16" Junethat year, | made known my opinion tothe Missionary
Conferencein Srikakulam. Rev W. V. HigginsInformed meof hisconsent
through aletter dated July 21st. Heindicated that thisshould bean entirely
nativeinitiative.

Although| didn’t haveany money onme, | got afew publicity lesflets
printed in Madras. The package was delivered to me. At that time, the
Head master of Bobhili Misson GirlsSchool, TgomurthulaVenkatesam,
called meto the verandah and pressed three rupeesin my hands saying
that it wasfor thememorial | intended to build.

Immediately, | claimed the package from Madras, and with the
remaining annas, | mailed theleafletsto afew places. First, Madabattula
Brahmgji, Basani Appadu, among thedisciplesof Purushotham Chowdhary
sent 35 and 10 rupees respectively. Christian Church in Bapatla also
contributed. Thus, | could gather about 300 rupees. At the Christian
Convention in Parlakimidi that took place in January 1904, | got a
confirmation from Rev P. David. Everybody agreed to the idea of
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constructingamemorial jointly inthenamesof Purushotham and Das
Antarvedi, because Rev Antarvedi cameto the Lord through reading the
tract “A Test of caste Tradition,” by Purushotham; He accompanied
Purushotham in Parlakimidi, and baptized many and planted churches; itis
fitting to build thememorial for both. Duetotheattachment of Rev 1. C.
Archibald with Purushotham because of their correspondence regarding
the hymns, weformed acommitteewith Rev Archibald asPresident and |
remained an un-named member. Nevertheless, sincel wasstronginthe
body at that time, | took thetroubleto write hundredsof lettersto Rev
Archibald and many others, about the construction of thismemorial.

The members of the committee were spread far and wide. People
from OrissaMission, American Baptist Mission, London Mission, and
other outfits, werefamiliar with Purushotham. They kept sending donations.
Many Churchescontributed.

Loving Ministry of Rev 1. C. Archibald

Rev Archibald of Srikakulam tirelessly corresponded with many
peopleday and night and sent out appeals. Among hishelpersat that time
were Rev P. Jagannayakulu, D. AmrutaLal, Rev D. V. JagannathaRao
and others.

The Canadian Mission purchased a piece of land adjacent to the
westernwall of the college property belonging to the Rgjaof Parlakimidi.
Parlakimidi isthebirth place of Purushotham. WhenRev. H.Y. Corey
told usthat he could give usthat placeif thememoria could bebuilt there,
the Committeefelt that it would befitting to build it there. God' swill asit
was, it also came out in awonderful manner from the correspondence
between Purushotham and Das Antarvedi. Writing from Rangoon to
Purushotham in Cuttack on 13" November 1879, DasAntarvedi said that
if the41% Battalionwasdisbanded, hewould settle down in Parlakimidi
and continue his ministry. | found this letter in 1902 in the boxes of
Purushotham. Replying to thison 12" December 1879, Purushotham said
that hewas enthusi astic to join him when that happened, and spread the
gospdl inthoseareas. | went to Nelloreto meet Mr. R. Paramjyaothi, the
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grandson of DasAntarvedi, and searched hislibrary. | found the letter
written by Purushotham. Thetranscendental God who knowstheintentions
of men, gavethisexcellent awarenessto theMemorid Committee. Without
knowing what transpired between thesetwo, the Committee had decided
tobuildtheMemoria inParlakimidi.

Foundation Sone laying ceremony

On 5th August 1905, in the presence of the representatives of all
Denominationsin the Parlakimidi Bungal ow, Mr. P. Veeracharyulu sang
thelifestory of Purushotham. He rendered the hymn*“Wefound ahiding
placein Jesus Christ...” and explained itsmeaning. Dr. P. Devadattam
told the history of DasAntarvedi. When | read thesetwo letters, those
gathered were astonished seeing that the place was predetermined. After
the meeting, Dr. Poladas Devadattam, on behalf of Antarvedi’s Church,
Babu Danid Chowdhary (senior), grandsonof Purushotham from Cuttack
and many otherslaid thefoundation stoneafter muchworship and prayers.
Onthat occasion, thisauthor, the beginner of theideaof thismemorial,
Presdent of the CommitteeLaeRev. . C. Archibad, thelocad missonaries,
Rev George Churchill, thezamindar of Belgaum, near Parvathipuram,
Mr. E. Kanakachalam, histeacher, Dr. Gidugu RamaMurthy Pantuluwere
amongtheinvited.

Donors

ThisMemorid wasintheshapeof aninverted‘ T.” Thedimensionsof
the central room was 48 feet long, and 23.5 feet wide. The side rooms
were23.5 X 18 feet. Theroof wasarch shaped standing oniron girders.
When the wallswere done and it was still roofless, the money ran out.
Oneday, | arrived from Bobbili, stood among the walls and wept like
Nehemiah. | pleaded with God for financial help. Asan answer to that
prayer, wereceived money and the building was completed. Thetower
was constructed under the supervision of Rev. B Subbarayudu.

To procure money and detailsof the biographiesof thesetwo men of
God, | had to travel up to Cuttack innorth and to Nellorein south. Late
Subedar G. Samuel toiled to gather up to 400 rupees. Our familiestoo
contributed.
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E. Augustineof Madrashasdrawntheail paintingof Purushotham,
and onethird of this cost was borne by Purushotham’s disciple Basani
Appadu. Part of the cost was sent by senior Babu John Chowdhary from
Cuttack. Ms. Tencate from Nellore promised 50 rupees and probably
sent themoney to Rev Archibald directly. Dr G Devadattam and Mr. M.
Sudarshanam bel onging to the Church of Das Antarvedi, contributed
100 rupees each. Rao Sahib Dr T. Narayana Swami Naidu, Dr. M. Rgja
Rao Das, Dr Perimbangaru (Tirunel veli), Diwan Bahaddar William Venkata
Ramaiah (District Judge), James M. Bhaktul, LalaGokul Das, Rev M.
Prakasam, Imandi John, Rev McFarlane (London Mission), helped
towards gathering the money. Canadian Missionary Soci ety helped with
an amount of more than 500 rupees. OrissaMission also helped. Rev R.
E. Smith, Ms. M. Robinson, Dr Ms. Hewlett, Rev . C. Archibald, Ms.
Archibald, Ms. Peck, M. E. Harrison, Rev R. E. Gallison were among
thosewho gave morethan 10 rupees. Rev H. Y. Corey gave 150 rupees.
Parlakimidi Church gave 183 rupees, more than any Church. Bobbili,
Palakonda, Vizianagaram, Bheemunipatnam, Srikakulam, Tekkali,
Akulatampara, Pithapuram, Samalkot, Peddapuram, Yalamanchili,
Kakinada, Vuyyuru, Ramachandrapuram, and other Churches gave
contributions.

Mohammead Fazil of |chchapuram gave 25 rupees. Thiswastheonly
Mudimwho contributed for thistask. Wifeof Mr. David Smith, Railway
guardin Cdl cutta, hassent agood amount. A list of contributorswaswith
Rev S. C. Freemanin Parlakimidi. | amnotincluding it here. Thus, the
amount accumul ated, nearly 4, 177 rupeeswent into the construction of
the memorial for our two elders Purushotham Chowdhary and Das
Antarvedi. Rev J. A. Glendening, Mr. Sukriya Behera, members of
Purushotham’ sfamily, and hisfriends helped in the construction work.

Dedication of the Memorial

Thepicturesof bothmenof Godwereingtaledinthebuilding. Das
Antarvedi’ s picturewas drawn by Messers Raghupati Venkaiah Brothers
of Madras. 16" August 1908 was the appointed day for the dedication.
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Eleven missionaries, and representativesfrom Churchesarrived. Subedar
G Samud, dl theway from Secunderabad, Rev N. Abraham from Samlkat,
Rev Dr. J. R. Stillwel from Ramachandrapuram, attended. Dr P.
Devadattam, Sub Magistrate M. Sudarshanam who contributed 100 rupees
adongwithther families, and Havildar M. Sattennacameon behdf of Das
Antarvedi’s Churches. Thegrandsonsand grand daughtersof Purushotham
Chowdhary were present. By the grace of God, Rev Archibald and |
werea sothere,

Fulfilment of intent

Rev B. Subba Rayudu, Rev S. Abraham, and M. Sudarshanam
participated intheworship serviceon Aug 15" 1908, Saturday and Sunday.
Accountssubmitted by Rev |. C. Archibald were approved and afurther
contribution of 400 rupees were collected. On 16" Rev John Rupert
Stillwell whilededicating thebuilding, spokeon Rev 3:12. Rev H. Y. Corey
madethededication prayer. That afternoon Rev Corey and spokein Telugu
on somethoughtsof dedicationand Rev Archibald spokein Englishon
thetopic‘ Sdvation.’

On 17" morning under the supervision of Dr P. Devadattam, M.
Sudarshanam, and Rev N. Abraham spoke on the biography of Rev
Antarvedi. Likewise, under the supervision of Subedar G. Samuel, Mr.
Samuel himself and Rev P. David explained the biographical detailsof
Purushotham Chowdhary. Havaldar Sattenna gave the biography of
Antarvedi. That evening peoplefromthetown aso gathered. Rev Stillwell
spokebeautifully on Christian doctrinein English language. The building
was blessed by the love al these people have for Purushotham and
Antarvedi.

ThisMemoria wasnow kept under the stewardship of Parlakimidi
Baptist Church. They conduct worship servicesthere. After afew years,
K. Sannaiah Naidu, Municipal Manager, arranged for amarble plague
bearing thetwo namesand installed it onthe stage of thehall. Any who
lovethetwo men of God can seethelr respectivedatesof birth and death
on the copper platesasgiven below.
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In Memory of Rev Purushotham Chowdhary
Thelmmortal Christian Poet
Born 5" September 1803 at
Madanapuram, Ganjam,
Died 24" August 1890in
Cuttack. Rev 3:12

InMemory of Rev D.Antaravedy of
41% N. R. Baptist Churches
Organizer of Churches
Born 1822 at Chittoor
Died 9" December 1881 at
QuilonRev 3:12

Thereisscopefor the building to be extended towards north. The
tower should berebuilt. A bell is needed. Donations can be sent to the
Baptist missionary in Berhampur. On the Dedication of the memorial,
MandapakaParvatiswaraShasthri, family member of Purushotham penned

laudatory poems.

Strange arethe decisions of God in saving peoplefor hisministry.
Tractsprinted by William Carey in Sirampore, Bible printed by the Bible
Society, and Ms. Helen Knott, wife of Captain Knott, wereinstrumental
inthe salvation of Purushotham. OneAntarvedi got enlightened by the
tract“A test of the Caste Tradition,” written by him, through Antarvedi
one Thomas Gabridl, aMatangi Adinarayana, one Dr Narayana Swami,
getting saved, Churches planted, through themthearriva of the Canadian
Mission...al thiswasthedivinewill of theomniscient God, what el se?
L et thosewho lovethishistory and know thisappendix, will accompany
thishistory and stand until the end of the earth and return of our Lord.
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Wehavequoted hymnswritten at varioustimesincluding their context.
Indifferent circumstances, Purushotham digned hiswill with that of God
and out of the devotional experience he wrote these hymnsto comfort
himsdlf inhissad times. Heused totdll hisdaughter MarthaBurder that in
thepoetry in Oriyaand Bengdli, theonly rulewastheending of thestanza.
Whereas Telugu poetry haswell-knit prosody and that he should toil at

Telugu poetry.

Thegiant print Bengdi Bibleisin Cuttack. We a so have hissermons
writtenin Oriya. An Oriyahymnwaspublishedin‘ Hitavadi’ in July 1883.
Purushotham seems to have rebuked arich friend in Vishakhapatnam
through ahymn, “Gone, gone, thetimeisgone.”

Opinions

Weincludethe opinionsexpressed by various peopl e about the poems
and prose of Purushotham:

RevT.Baly

ThelateRev W. R. Stevenson of Nottinghaminaletter to medated
2391888, remarks, “1 was surprised to learn from the Rev Dr. Lyman
Jawett, one of the American Baptist Missionariesin the Telugu country,
that Purushotham Choudhari of the OrissaMission, istheauthor of thirty-
eight of thechoicest Telugu hymnsin useand hisname appearsonthetitle
page of Dawson’s Telugu hymn book ashaving assisted Mr. Dawsonin
thepreparation of that book.’ (OrissaBaptist Mission Report for theyear
1890, P. 39)

“Rev W. W. Stevenson, serving in Gooty has sent afew hymnsand
asked Purushotham for thenamesof theauthors, hesaid most of themare
hisown, so that our brother could add name under the those hymns. He
wanted to send acopy of thisnew edition. Asit wason theway, hedied

peacefully.
Edward Ricewrotein page 10 of the 1890 OrissaBaptist Mission
Report.
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“The hymns were written more for his own pleasure and not for
publication, and aglanceat thetitle showsthat the peerless perfection and
infinitelove of Christ were the themes on which he most delighted to
dwell.” Dr. Lymen Jewett in theAndhra Christian Hymnal he composed,
described the hymns of Purushotham “the choicest Telugu hymnsnow in
use.” Dr.A. J. Curtisswrites, “...No hymnsare so frequently sunginour
meetings, and none contribute moreto spirituality than those which bear
the name Purushotham.”

Great man of God, and grand old man Rev Canon Dannavada
Anantham writesfrom Bangalore, “1 never saw Mr. Purushotham, but
when | was publishing Hitavadi magazine, that isabout 60 yearsago, he
wroteto meacoupleof timesand encouraged mein that endeavor. Now
and then he used to send his poemsand hymns. Hearing the news of my
marriage, hehassent asilk sareefor my wifefrom Cuttack. Even after his
death, his name and his ministry to the Christians are taken in great
reverence. Thehymnshewrotearebeing sunginall Churches. Hundreds
of hymns were written by various people, but no one can match the
devotional spirit or poetic excellence on Purushotham. | gaveoneof his
writings“History of Salvation” to ascholar who taught me Telugu and
Sanskrit seeking hisopinion, helikened it to AndhraBhagavatam and told
methat itisequa to the poetry of Bammera Pothanaand hasthetaste of
grape syrup. Those who read the poetry compilationswritten 90 years
ago, “ Yesunayaka Satakam,” * Yesuprabho Satakam,” “ PanchaChamara
Pannamulu,” Light of Chrigtian Righteousness,” can easly understand how
thisman of God refused to leave the presence of the feet of his dear
Savior. Especialy when herealized hiscondition of sin, how bitterly he
wept and confronted hisSavior, for theforgivenessof sins; How hewrestled
with God like Jacob, saying ‘1 will not let you go unlessyou blessme,” and
like RamaDasuwho sang “I will not let you take one step, | will not leave
you unlessyou assureme.”

Mr.A. F. TyagaRauof KingsCollege, Londonwrites-
“ Almost theonly Telugu hymnsl lovearethosewritten by Chaudhari
Purushotham. For the beauty of language, depth of thought, and true
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expressionof theheightsof Christian experience, they are unsurpassed.
Thepoet dwaysimpressed measonewho redized that the degpest longings
of human heart arenot satisfied by Hinduism. They find satisfactiononly in
Jesus Chrigt. (A. F. TyagaRaju, Bombay, 25" September 1933).

Mahargja Vikram Dev Varma, king of Jayapuraread the booklet
“ChrigtianLight of Righteousness’ and sent thefollowing opinion:

Fort Jayapore, 5" October 1933.
Dear Sir,

Hishighnessreceived acopy of your grandfather’spoetic work sent
by you. Helooked into the book here and thereand found that itisin easy
flowing style. He wishes wide publication to it amongst the Christian
community.

Yourssincerdy
C.L.Narasmham
Private Secretary.

A. T. Pamer, Head Master of McLaurin High School wrote:

Chowdhary Purushotham'’s Telugu Christian hymns have charmed
mefrommy childhood. My father’ sfavoritehymn“ Entho sungaramainedi”
and my mother’ sfavorite book “History of Salvation” bring back to my
mind exceedingly pleasant memoriesand the greet poet’snamehasbeena
householdwordinour homeasitisinthehomesfor many aTelugu Chrigtian
family. Purushotham’shymnsare so superior in style, diction and thought,
and they can be digtinguished fromal other Telugu hymns. Inhishymns,
he hasmade use of al the music and therhythm that Telugu language can
produce. One often wonders what the fate of the Telugu Christian
hymnol ogy would have been but for thisgenius of apoet Purushotham.
Almogt dl the Telugu Hindu tunesthat arefamiliar to every Andhrite, have
been used by Purushotham in hiscompositions. Purushotham’s Christian
experienceand spirit-filled enthusiasm enlivensand upliftsmany adrooping
heart. Till God givesanother man like Purushothamto theAndhraChrigtian
Church, Purushotham’snamewill reign supreme.
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A.T.Padmer,
Cocanada, Jan 8- 1934

Rev J. A. Curtiss, wrotein thefirst issue of the Baptist Missionary
Review printedin November 1933:

The major part of our Telugu singing is still done with the lyrics
composed by Chowdhury Purushotham. From his baptism hymn, dated
1833, full of joy of pardoned sin, till histwo well-known hymnsof farewell
to life, dated 1885, for fifty-two years, he was the sweet singer of the
Tdugulgad. Hispoemsand hymnsarecast indl thefamiliar Td ugu poseticd
formsand they haveadevotiona and literary quality and arhythm that has
commended themsalvestothetaste of successvegenerationsof Chrigtians.
Thoughwritteninthevery early daysof congregational singing, most of
the hymns continueto befavoritesin congregationsof all communions.
New and attractivetunesarefound again and again for theold favorite;
theexcellent writing of our newer poetsdisplacesthem very dowly. Mr.
John Chowdhary, Founder and Secretary of theMissontotheAristocracy
of India, agrandson of the poet-evangelist and himself a Telugu poet,
announcesthrough our newscolumnsthismonth the Centenary celebretions
of Purushotham’sbaptismin 1833. It isplanned to produceamemoria
volumeandin other waysto maketheincal culableinfluenceof theselyrics
during thehundred years. One good way of celebrating would betorevive
inour schoolstheteaching of these substantial old piecesand reviveinour
workersthe practice of using their searching truth in evangelisticwork.

Rev Ch. Bhanu Murthy, Head Master of Jeevamruta School,
Kakinadawrites.

Purushotham Chowdhary, aking among the Telugu Christian poets,
needsno introduction. Hismellifluous hymns, and messages continueto
influence and elevate peoplein thisareafor thelast 100 years. No poet
measures up to him to date. No one has ever explored the essence of
Christianlifeashedid. Anybody who oncetaste his poetry, so delicate,
mel odious, and full of spiritual meaning, cannot forget it. Hisbookstake
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thefirst placein preaching Christ in away appropriateto Hinduism. His
poetry can belikened to Pothanaand hishymnsto Thyagargju. Thevery
lifeof Purushothamishispoetry. Thosewho hesitatetotell the educated
people about Christ, can do so with ease, if only they have the books of
Purushothamintheir hands- the books speak ontheir behalf. Hisbooks
aresuitablefor scholarsand commonersadike. Hisstyleislikethegrape
juiceand easily understood. However, histhoughtsare deep, and hel pful
no metter how experienced you are. They explainin easy termsthe humanity
and divinity of Christ, and appealsto the heart of thereaders. Thereisno
better book than “A summary of the essence of Bible” for anyone to
understand the characteristics of God. It isthe bounded duty of Andhra
Christians to encourage the works of thisworthy poet and make them
availabletoadl.

Chetti Bhanu Murthy.
20-12-1934.

Rev V. S. Azariah, Bishop of Dornakal wrotethefollowinginthis
book published by C.L.Sin 1933:

“The book “A Summary of the essence of Bible,” waswritten by
Chowdhary Purushotham nearly 90 years ago. Christians and non-
Christians alike appreciateits style and content. Rev Canon Anantham
took it upon himself towritethecommentary of these poems. Duetoold
ageandfailing eyesight thetask isdifficult for him, still he persevered due
to hislovefor thispoetry. He gave me thiscommentary and asked meto
includeit inthe next edition. A grant ismade availableto usfrom Indian
Literature Fund, and hence we are ableto reprint the book and include
Rev Anantham’s Commentary. Astold by Rev Anantham, may thisunique
book beadaily companionto the Christiansand atool of growth of their
spiritud life”

The poetical books of Purushotham Chowdhary are- Light of
Christian Righteousness, History of salvation, Summary of the essence of
theBible, Congtruction of Statues, Dividing the Truth and soon. Thousands
of copieswere published and distributed by the Vishakhapatnam London
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Mission, and Christian Literature Society in Madras. Norightsof any of
these booksare given away to anybody. Thisauthor is seeking to correct
the printing mistakesfound in these booksand publishthem. Therearea
few unpublished manuscriptsof Purushothaminexistence,

His‘Test of Caste Tradition” iswaging arelentlesswar with the
demon of castefor morethan hundred years. “ Revel ation of the path to
heaven” comparesthe Hindu deitiesand emphasi zesthe sinlessnature of
Chrigt, includingabrief biography of Jesus. Many cameto know thetruth
becauseof thisbooklet. His“Higtory of Sdvation” waswrittenin‘Yaksha
Gana styledepicting the sweet story of JesusChrist. Thiscan betermed
Purushotham’sgospel inthe samemanner of Mathew’sgospel, Mark’s
gospel and soon. Init, we can find the sermon on the mount in theform of
‘Dandakam.’?

1. see“The Enterpriser.”

2 Dandakamisaliterary style of poetry seenin Sanskrit and Telugu
languages, charecterised by racy and robust literary rendition.
Dandakams are mainly of discriptive and laudatory purpose,
extolling the God or the subject.
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Chapter 15

The following is taken from the “Biography of Purushotham
Chowdhary” by John Chowdhary publishedin 1902.
In Memorium
Purushotham’s Centenary
By MallelaSolomon George

Jubilee chimes! Thereliesthelaurell’ d head,
A youth to fortune and to fame well-known
The singer of undying songsis dead;

| wish his soul doth dechth’ eternal throne,

Lo times may change, the skies look strange the birds,
Depart the winds they drift, the grove decays
Empires dissolve, may die at all lowing herds-
The poet lies; hisstrains ne’ er pass away

The pen is oft the cause of the nation’s fame
Hereisour bard of race divine

Purushotham in nature as in name, “ Thou art
A David for the new psalms to impart

His hymns and songs for two and fifty years
Did he sing sweet in literary grace?

In Kerk, in public street and wanted spheres,
Thus, he usurped great Thyagaraja’s place
From natures shrine he took the muses live,
His music sweet all castes and creeds did greet
Alike the linnet sang the verse alive;
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Snce bid histalents at His blessed feet

Rapt tho’ he from us Milton greets

Him, Shakespeare bids him welcome home, Lord
Tennyson salutes him, praises Keats;

And God-like spirits hail the guest restored

People say that Purushotham wasruddy in color, sturdy in body and
of medium height. Hedid not recognizeme. Heusualy worewhiteclothes.
Hewasaloving, gracious, and long suffering person.

Henever procrastinated. Henever liked theterm ‘ tomorrow.” Inhis
old ageafter answering aletter, heusedto ask hisdaughter towrite” Replied’
on the envelop. The Hindu scriptures he wrote 100 years ago are well
preserved. In 1869, alist of al hiscorrespondenceduring hisChittivalasa
sojournwasfound. Also found arethetractshe cameacrossin 1825 and
1833.

Every three months, after recalving hissalary, Purushotham used to
dividethe amount under various heads and took care not to get into debts.

Hewasin the habit of reading Bengali, Oriya, and Telugu Bibles.
When helost hiseye sight dueto old age, MarthaBurder, hiswidowed
daughter or Mr. James Chinnaiah used to read the Biblea oud to him.

Inhissolitudeor inaremote place, he used to Sing onesong that isso
dear to him, asong hewrote himself, “ Show me once my master Jesus, |
will lay prostrateat your feet.” While singing theold man of God usedto
bring his palmstogether in obeisance, nodding hishead, asif hehashis
L ord before him and enjoyed thereal presence of God. Our relativesin
Cuttack told methis. Healways maintained clean habits.

Purushotham Chowdhary desired that hiswritingsbe published without
any changes. We communicated thisto the Baptist Missionary Review
magazinein 1903 October. Sincel aminAndhra, my family in Cuttack
entrusted his books to me and asked me to take care. After his death,
some peopl e published hishymnswith changes, without the consent of
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thefamily. Seeingthis, Rao Sahib Dr Rev T. NarayanaSwami wroteinthe
‘Christian Petriot,” published on 2™ January 1896:

“He changed the best words, phrases and clauses of some of our
greatest hymns composed by a very eminent poet like Purushotham
Chowdhary. | humbly ask him to let me know on what authority hedid
this. | don’t think hewould attempt to mutil ate Shakespeare or Miltonas
he has done with our poets.”

Books written by Purushotham after becoming Christian.
Works of Poetry

Yesunayaka Satakam (1845), Yesu Kreestu Prabhu Satakam (1845),
PanchaChamaraPannamulu (1845), History of Savation (1846), Nistara
Rathnakaramu (1846), VigrahaNirmanamu (1846), Radianceof Chrigtian
Righteousness (1851), Essence of the Bible- Deity of Christ (1871),
Dividingthe Truth (1874).

Tracts

Test of Caste Traditions (1833), Path to heaven Revealed (1846),
Dispelling the superdtition about smallpox (1852), Mind isthe Root (1863),
Destroying the Darkness, The Divine Wisdom, Test of Jagannath, etc.

All thechildren of Purushotham died, Hisgrandchildren and great
grandchildren are scattered al over Bengal, Orissa and Andhra. We
eternally thank and praise God for bestowing thisdivine salvation to us
through thispatriarch of ours.
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Appendix
-James Jayashedl Choudhury

Based ontheyear of Baptism of the poet Chowdhary Purushotham
(6-10-1833), the Centenary Celebrationstook placein 1933. An account
of thiswasbriefly givenin Chapters14 and 15.

Based onthepoet’sdateof birth, many of usconducted Bi-Centenary
Celebrations during 2003-2004 in Andhra Pradesh. We have included
descriptionsof thoseeventsintheTelugu version. Alsoincluded arethe
poemswritten in appreci ation of the Poet by thosethat wereinfluenced by
hiswritingsand hymns.

In Srikakulam, the Bicentenary celebrationswere conducted in 12t
and 13" October, 2003 under the aegis of the District Christian Welfare
Society by Sri D. L. B. L. Kumar. Mr. Jdadi RgjaRao (Film Lyricist) was
invited asthe Specid Guest. Mrs. Pydisetti Jayanthi, Municipa Chairperson
wasthe Guest of Honor. Rev B. D. P. Rao (Rajamundry) was specially
invited. In the evening mesting, Rev Gode Samud spokeon thewritings,
literatureand lifeof Purushotham Chowdhary.

InVizianagaram, the event took place during September 6, 7, and 8,
2003; it was conducted by the District Celebrations Committee. A hymn
competition was conducted by Y. Robertson, G. Prasad, V. Masilamani,
T. ShantaKumar, Rev P. Theophilos, and pastor Alagjangi VijayaKumar.
Dr. S. T. Gnanananda Kavi (Kakinada), Sri Pratipati Devasahayam
(Guntur),and Rev Dr. D. V. Danid (Vijayawada) werefdicitated. A specia
memorial edition wasreleased ontheoccasion.

In 2009, SIMS Baptist Church conducted a musical night of
Purushotham’shymns. Dr Ravela Joseph (Hyderabad), Rev B. D. P. Rao
(Rajamundry), Sri M. D. Sudheer (Chairman, Minorities Corporation)
participated as special guests. Sri VaraL akshmi, TyagarayaMusic and
Dance KaaNiketan, rendered Purushotham’ shymnsin chaste Karnataka
dyle.

Poet Purushotham Chowdhary served as a pastor in Chittivalasa
from1862 to 1870. Under the auspices of the London Mission Society
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withwhich he served, the Bi-Centenary celebrationswereheld and Sri J.
J. Chowdhary, and Dr. D. D. Chowdhary (Fifth generation grandson of
the Poet) took part inthe event. And Rev M. Paul Augustine (Secretary,
B. E. M, Hyderabad), and Bro A. Jenny Christopher (Khammam)
preached. The program was conducted by Dr D. J. Mohan Kumar
(President, Christian WelfareAssociation, Chittivalasa).

Under the leadership of Babu John Chowdhary, the Antarvedi-
Purushotham Memoria Hall was constructed and dedicated in 1908. As
thebuilding, hasreached adilapidated condition, it wasdemolishedand a
new structurecameupinitsplace. Dr S. S. Chowdhary (sonof thegresat
grandson of the Poet) along with Dr Ravi Mohan and Dr Pradeep Kumar
took an activeroleinthis. There-dedication took place on 05-09-2003.
Rev D. V. Daniel (Former Director of SuvarthaVani, Vijayawada), and
Rev G. Babu Rao (Hyderabad), Sri David K. Sharma (Vishakhapatnam)
participated.

Usually the Centenary or Bicentenary is celebrated just beforethe
actua birthday throughout thefollowing year. The VishakhapatnamY. M.
C. A. kickstarted the Poet’s Bi-Centenary on agrand scale. Dr. S. Jaya
Kumar Rao, Sri Roland Williams, and Sri G Mathew Peter conducted the
meeting. Dr. D. V. Daniel spokebriefly. Dr Nittala SudhaRathnanjali for
her research onthewritingsof Purushotham Chowdhary, Rev DrB.D. P,
Rao, for hiscollection of about 16,000 hymns, werefelicitated. Late Dr
R. R. Sundar Rao was posthumously conferred an honorary titlefor his
research volume, and it wasaccepted by hiseldest son, Prof R. D. Sampath
Kumar.

On5, 6, and 7 September 2003, Y. M. C. A. conducted acel ebration
in GurgjadaKa akshetram. Volume one of the compilation of Chowdhary
Purushotham’sHymnswasrel eased and thefirst copy wasgivento Sri
John Newton Chowdhary (Deputy Director, retired, Animal Husbandry
Department, Government of Orissa).

Chowdhary family members celebrated the Bi Centenary on 6%
October 2003. Rev Dr D. V. Daniel and Rev Dr B. D. P. Raotook partin
it.
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Rev Dr Ravela Joseph, President of the Institutefor Inter-Church
Growth and Leadership (11GL, Hyderabad) started the Bi Centenary
celebrations. Rev R. JayaPaul, and Bro V. Henry conducted the various
events. Singing Competition of the hymns written by Purushotham,
Theological debate on theliterature of the poet, reading of poetry onthe
lifeand ministry of Purushotham (inwhich Dr Yendluri Sudhakar acted as
thejudge) were held as part of the celebrationsat varioustimes.

Birth celebrations of the Poet were held in HariharaK alaBhawan,
Secunderabad. A famous poet Dr C. Narayana Reddy, Bishops and
Pastorsof thetwin cities, and leading Christians participated. Dr Ravela
Joseph, Dr G. Samuel and other Christian Professors spoke on the
occasion.

On 22-08-2004, The Andhra Christian Forum conducted ameeting
inwhich Dr DasBabu and Dr Ravela Joseph introduced the Compilation
of theVolumeof Hymnsand it wasreleased by Most Rev Dr Marampudi
Joji. ThethenMinigter of AndhraPradeshfor Technical Education Nayani
Naras mhaReddy felicitated Sri James Jayashed Chowdhary, Sri Gidugu
Rama Murthy, and Mohammad Ghouse. Sri Swarnjit Sen, |.P.S., Sri
Stanley Babu, I. R. T. S, Pastor Nalla Thomas, and Rev B. D. P. Rao
graced the occasion. Bishop Taranath Sagar of the Methodist Church
spoke. Dr DasBabu, Sri VijayaSikhamani, Dr N. J. Prabhakar conducted
themesting.

The exit meeting of the Bi-Centenary took place on 05-09-2004,
conducted by I. I. G. L under the leadership of Dr Ravela Joseph, and
Rev RavelaJayaPaul. The Chief Guest, Sri Gopi Nath Reddy inaugurated
thewebsite on Purushotham Chowdhary.

Celebrations were undertaken at Madanapalli, Bellary and other
places in which various modern poets read out appreciatory verseson
Purushotham Chowdhary. Piecesof poetry and prosewritten by Rev D.
C. Gideon (Baptist Church, LankelaPaem), Sri K. Prasad (COREED,
Kavali), Sri Mallavarapu Venkata Rao (Best Teacher Awardee,
Chimakurti), Dr D. N. Purushotham (Founder Employees Prayer
fellowship), Rev Kumar Thomas Siripurapu (Vishakhapatnam), and Rev
BondlaSimon (Church of South India, Dornakal Diocese, Khammam)
areincluded inthe Telugu version of thisbook.
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“Yehova ma thandri gada” (A.C.H. 435)
Tune: A mighty Fortressisour God (Old German Melody)

1. Isnot Je-ho-va our pa-rent
And Je-su our dear bro-ther?
The Holy Ghost re re-vea-ling
Mys-te-riou-dy re-la-ting,
Our home in Bue-lah Land
Arch-an-gelsare our friends
Long-ing to re-ceive us
These pains we glad-ly bear
For one day sure we' [l me-et therel

2. A-br-aham and Da-vid the great
And saints of the old co-ve-nant.
The Peter and all a-po-tles;
Suc-cee-ding pro-phet, mar-tyrs.
Aswe will ga-ther there
What glo-ry un-fore-seen?
Je-sus ran-sumfor us
And has us, for-given
Joy-ful when peo-ple blame us!

3. Our names are in the Book of live;
Sealed with the blood of Je-sus
Who €else dare e-rase there our names,
Nor could see pro-mised trophies?
Such blissin con-vin-cing
Our placein Pa-ra-dise
The Lord'sre-wards a -wait
Why care we earth-ly deeds?
They dare not rob our joy there!

- Trandated by Rev B. D. P. Rao.
rao_bdp@yahoo.com
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Dr. Sudhansu Kumar Chowdhary,
M.B.B.S

President

Prasanna Memoria Baptist Church Trust
Jeypore, Orissa

(Grandson of Babu John Chowdhary)
Moble: 91-9437771110

email: drsk.chowdhury@rediff.com
pmbet@gmail.com

James Jayaseel Chowdhary,

& M.Sc. (Ag.)
‘*.k"__:a' Slo. Pastor Purushottam Choudhury
P o of Parlakimedi
W | Published Poet Purushottam Chowdhary’s
Works in Two Volumes during the

Bi-Centenary Celebrations of The Poet
(2003-04)
Reprinteed Poet’s Life History in 2016

Moble: 91-9440647374
email: jjchoudhury@gmail.com
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Map showing the Poet-evangelist’s Gospel Journeys
(Places)

Part of theMap of India

(1833-90)

Telugu Speaking Areas

Main Cities/Towns Around which the Poet Preached the Gospel
(Recorded 126 places)

Bhadrakot _,
Cuttack —e

Rajahmundry

Bhadrachadlam —s _l
N Euu Kakinada
Vijayawada -_:1
Guntur—* Machilipatnam

Guntakal
4 *Gooty

Bellary a

Madras

Bay of Bengal
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